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R E A D E R. 


H AT there cannot be Two more 


Fortunate Properties, than te 
| have a little of the Fool, and not 
too much of the -Knave, was an Obſerva- 
rion of him, who (if the Servant's Extortion 
reflect not on the Maſter's Integrity, or Fudg- 
ment) was neither of both; the Learned 
Lord Bacon. I hat that Collecting Politician 
did coyly Remark is here in a greater Ad- 
vance more poſitively made good, namely, 
That not only Fortune, but, what is more 
comprehenſrve, Happineſs, in all Refpe@s, 
| does devoutly attend ſuch. as whom either 
Nature or Diſtemper hath, fit Monlded, or 
afterward Corrupted, into Fools and Mad- 
men. And certainly if the Abſence of 
Grief, the Reprieve from Care, the Lurelent- 
ieng at Diſappointments, and ſuch like well- 
efteem'd Accidents, do any Way pertain to 
(as perhaps in the Philoſophy of bare Nature 
they wholly make up) the Notion of Happi- 
: | >, 5 neſs; 


E 


Zi —— . a — WY — — 


_ neſs ; the eafie Reſult of each Man's Expe- 
rience, as well as the Indudion of the fol- 
| lowing Particulars, which abundantly convince, 
4 that alway Anxiety and Forecaſt, and nat 
| ſeldom Diſcontent and Regret, being Hand- 
| maids to the Wile, while an immovable Com- 
| placency is a couſtaut Gueſt to the Fool, this 
laſt is as much more happy as be is leſs Harra ſe d, 
leſs” perplex'd, lefs follicirons than the other. 
Beſide, if (what was formerly probable, andisof | 
late ingeniouſly attempted to be init roved to an 
big ber Degree of Credibility,) a Reality of Hap- 
pineſs during the Conceit equally reſults from 
an Imaginary, 2. 4 Real, Objet, and 
what's Aiery and Phantaſtick in the Appre- 
henſion, may be Firm and Solid in the 
Fruition; I fee no great Reaſon why a 
Fool's Bliſs ſboud not, without à Figure, 
be a Paradiſe in the Propriety of the Word, 
fince it is a State wherem neither Deſire out- 
{trips Enjoyment, nor Fear of Deprivation 
 damps the Comfort of a prefent Poſſeſfion. 
BU aſier all, there is a wide Difference 
betwixt what is ſtridily True, and what's 
fnely Plauſible; and therefore how ſmoothly 
ſoever it may found, that the being poſſeſs'd 
of all we do but ſuppoſe Good, is the com- 
mencing all we can imagine Happy, (which 
by the by were it unconditionately. granted, 
would ror that the degenerating into Brutes 
was an Approach to the becoming Gods,) 


Tv the Reader. =. 
het it is undeniably "experienced that this 
Happineſs of Fools will never be made fo 
much the Opinion of others, as it is rhe 


Faith / themfelves.” This Paradox there- 


fore we may well *preſume was not the. ſole 
Aim of the Author, who from Principles of 
Self- Intereſt was vbliged not to be in Earneſt, 
when he declaims againſt bis own Accom- 
pliſhnments of Wit, Learning, and Wiſdom, 
and at the ſame time aitriputes the moſt at- 
rainable Perſection to what he himſelf was 


Folly. e might perhaps, like the copious 


Orator, give the IWorld an hint, that if at 


any time be appear d Patron on the juſter 
Side of auy Controverſie, Men of Morals and 
Conſcience were beholden to bim for his Choice 


of Argument, fince he could Poliſh: the rough. 


eft Paradox with as much Kaſs and Succeſs 


44 he could illuſtrate he moft received Truth ; * 


and with the Subtilizing Crylippus, ſpould 
ſooner want Opinions zo ſer Abroach, than 
upon the taking up any Opinion want Ar- 


guments to defend it. But otherwiſe it is ap- 
parent, that (like Perſons of Sguinting Op- 


ricks, who roul their Eyes one Way, and yet 
direct their ' Looks anotber,) our Author, 


Archer like, ſhoots juſt contrary from where 


Satyr againſt Fools of what he Entitles' a. 
Panegytick+npon Folly. Under this Covert 


2 


at the ge Diſtance from, Dotage and | 


To the Reader; 
he levels more ſecurely, wounds more. inoffene 
freely, and leaves room for a ſafer Retreat, 
than if he fell too bluntly on, and made an 
ten Aſlault. 1flead of an ambuſcading 
Surprize. And indeed the Palate of each 
Man's judgment being the ſame with that 
of his Taſte, is clogg'd and nauſeated with 
what's {weet and luſcious, and repaired only 
by the wheiting Particles of fharp and corro- 
ding, yet again a too biting, Reproof, without 
fome Intermiæture of Wheedle, ſeldom mak-- 
ins Converts of thoſe it is applied to: Sub- 
ies of this Nature are certainly then bej 
land ed, when the Perſons to he reflected on 
ere in the fame Periods laugh'd out of their 
HMrftakes, and yet Hattered into Amendment. 
By this Avtifice, in the following Trad, all 
ze Sandals, Corrut tions, groſſer Ab ſurdities, 
or more trivial Failures of à crazy. World, 


are expoſed with as equal a Doſe of Iuſinua- 


ion as Sarcaſin, as either the Oylineſs of 4 


Sycophant could on the one Hand ſuggeſt, 


ar the Gall of 4 Poet on rhe other expreſs; 


As he ſpared no one Degree of Age, Sex or 


Profeſſions, out of Cowardice or Partiality; 
ſo, to be moſt Corroſive, where rhe Sire was 
21ſt Cankrous, be ic leſs nigeard'y of his 
Taunts and StriFures, upon the Botches and 


| Exereſcences of the Roman Church, whoſe - 
Ants of Indulgence, Trinkets of Superſtition, 


 Blingneſs of the Laity, Inpoſtures of the 


Prieſt. 


To the An 


Prieſi, and moſt other Appendazes of Cheat 
and Deluſion, are ſo boldly ript up, and ſmartly 
animadverted on, as no Confidence could hav? 


ontbraved, nor any the higheſt Reach of 


Wit can ever go beyond. | Upon which 


Account Pait uf the Subject being ſo faſhio- 


nab grateſul, I preſume the whole Tranſla- 


tion may be the more Welcome , eſpecially 
ſince ſeveral Dialogues of the ſame Author 


bave been gcceptabiy done into Englith, 10 
repreſent the LEVITIES crept. into the 


Church of Rome, by a Perſon rhat, maugre 


the Reproach of Malice, is no doubt as ſin- 


cere a Profeſſor of the Proteſtant Religion, 
as he is a zealous Patriot of Chriſtian Loy- 


alty; and (if Circumſtances rendred it more 


neceſſary). could as freely expuſe the Impoſtures 
of Popery, as he does daily in unanſ[werable 
Papers diſcover the Impudence: and Hypocriſie 
% Phanatick Faction: A Faction that has 
been the Scandal of Cbriſtianity, and the. 
meer Burlesque of Proteſtantiſm ; that has 
forfeited an Indulgence, out-dared an Obli-, 
vion, and ſo. long bid Defiance to Mercy, as 
well as Fajtice, till the Capital Puniſhments- 
of Treafon muſt i ſebarge the. lelſer Penalties. 


| of Schiſin. 


But this is certain FS Papal policy, 1 
demands ſo ſtrait. c a Submiſſion” fi om al 
her embers, would never have ſuffered 
Eraſmus 70 have tool fo unbridled a Nanga 
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ä 
in the Reproof and Cen ſures of ber Extra- 


vag mcies, if be bau not nick'd the Opportu- 


unity of doing it at ſuch a Time, and under 
ſuch Circumſtances, as when the more profeſs'd 
Alttack of Luther, and his. Adberents in 
Germany, impos'd on ber a Prudential Ne- 
ceſfity of not diſobliging ber Friends, that 
ſhe might have an un /iuibed Leiſure, and 
more united Strength, to oppoſe the common 


| Enemy 8 fo that under that Fundure ſhe Was - 


fore d patiently to put up, what at any other 
Seaſon ſhe would have. heinouſly reſented : As 
Princes . engaged in -a hazardous War are 
obig to conmive at - ſome little Encroach- 


ments from their Subje&s, or Provocatiors 


from their Allies, which. in à more ſettled 
Poflure they would ſcorn to bear, or comply 
wih: Thus (as. the Reaſons of each are 
Parallel, though the Caſes be as widely dif- 
terent, .as the. Confidence of - ſpeaking Truth, 
nd the Inmpudence of a Lie,) our Govern- 
ment can now find Courage enougb to Sentence 


and Suppreſs ſuch. Treaſonable and Seditious 


J. ibels, which not ſo loug ſince perk'd up 
with undannted Foreheads, and ftared even 
Majefty itſelf out of Countenance. * 

Jet Home ver our Author was not queſtioned - 
by: Publick Authority, we are ſure that he 
bezeby galld and chaſed ſeveral, not only of 
Bil Profeffiofi in general, but of bis more inti- - 
mate triends Land Acquaintance + "NE | 

. . which > 


To the Reader. 


which his Beloved Dorpius (with whom he ö 
had Contrafed as near a Familiarity; as Per- 
ſonal Conference, and frequent Correſpondence, . 


could either occaſion or tmprove,) was ſo net- 


tled at the firſt Appearance of this Trat, 
that he ſends him a raitling Reproof; to + 
_ which, though Eraſmus ſubjoined a very Re- 


conciling Reply, gt e have good Grounds 
zo preſume that they were never afterwards 


cordially Friends. Azd Lifter who, in Eraſ- 


mus his Life-time republiſhed this Treatiſe 


with his own Notes, or Commentaries, u- 
dertook this Task, not ſo much out of Reſpe&- + 
to bis Friend the Author, or Care for the - 
Promotion of Learning, as he did to Salve 
and Palliate the ſeveral Reflections upon the 


then Faſhionable Religion, as will appear to 


any indifferent Obſerver, who cannot but ſee 
that the Obſcurities and Difficulties of the 
Text (which perbaps are too few and nean 
to need any Explication) are but ſlightly touch! 
at, while great Pains and Caution ts employed © 


in either perverting, or at leaſt mollitying, 


thoſe Paſſages, which lay too heavy a Hand 
upon any of their hallowed Corruptions. Nay, - 
the whole Catholick Party were ſo incenſed 


at bis Liberty of Reflecting, that though for 
the ſorehinted -Inducements "they did not by 


any formal Interdict fend him in Perſon to © 
the Devil while Alive, yet ſince his Death + 
they have Aiſpateb'd him half Vay to Hell in 

F „ 


* 
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Effigie, and few of their late Hiſtorians d 
any where occaſionally mention him without 
ſome little Wiping Character, as it were eaſie 
ro find Materials for Inflances in ſeveral 
Particulars. ' Tet (what was ſure to be the 
Conſequence, and indeed was but Fuſt,) he 
impaired his Eſteem with the Romaniſts at 
uo faſter a Rate than be advanced bis Repu- ' 
ration with the Retormed, eſpecially here in 
England, where a Tranſlation of his Para- 
phraſe on the New Teſtament: was in 1be 
Firſt of Edward the Sixth ordered to be pla- 
ced in all Pariſh Churches, and in ſome of 
them. to this Day remains: The Method 
whereof is very Profitable, and the Stile both 
Eajie and Eloquent; yet on ſome Texts there 
is impoſed but a harſh Interpretation, as I 


am in one Particular more eſpecially engaged 


ta rake notice, becauſe the ſame Senſe. is 


given of the ſame Paſſage toward the latter 


end of this following Piece, where Animad- 
i upan the Diſingenuity of Commenta- 


zors, he ſingles out Franciſcus de Lyra, who 


zreating on. that Texr of St. Luke, c. 22. 


v. 36. He that hath no Sword let him 
Sell his Garnient, and. Buy one, } bat. with- 


ous. much In proprisiy taken the. whole Lite- 
rally, tho indeed with a.vsy extravagant. 
Iaferencer for. the Legitimmcy of. Private De- 
fence; in caſe-of; Perſecution. - Our Author 


wight reaſonably drraign this Delution of a. 


4 dange- 


To the 1 


dangerous Infiuence ; but not content with 


this, he proceeds, and as well bere, as in his 


Paraphraſe, maintains, . that the Sentence is 


ſuch a Sort of Metaphor, as by the Sword 


muſt be underfiood that only of the Spirit. 
It rs true, a great many Commentators inter- 
fret the Senſe Figurative'y, yet ſo as the 
Word Sword ſhall Te taken for neither Mate- 


rial vor Spiritual, but only denote the fore- 


relling of Perſecution, and caution the provi- 
ding for Tribulation and Martyrdom. Tet 
ſome other Expoſitors do with more of Natu- 
ralneſs, and perhaps not leſs of. Truth, ap- 


prebend the Words Literally, and conclude, - 
that cur Saviour hereby autborized bis Diſei- 
ples to be furniſhed with Weapons for the 


Security againſt the Aſſaults of private Rob- 
bers, who at that time Joſephus obſerves 
were very numerous: Theſe ſame Arms, which 
might be employed fer the preventing private 


Pillage, or Aflaſlination, were zo be laid 
down on all other the moſt urging Provocations. 


at the Feet of Publick Authority; of which, 


when. there appear d but a bare Face, our 


Lord commands Peter to ſheath bis Sword, 


and threatens,. that whoever upon any ſuch 


Occaſion did bereafter take it, ſhou'd periſh 


by it. This may perhaps be thought too 


' ſerious, and (as ſo) impertinent for the 


introducing ſo Light and Comical an Argu- 


ment: But it ought ro be ſuppoſed proper 


enough, 


— —— 


7 * 
— j —— — n 
*. 


3 

4 
E 
Py " 


en - — 


j 


* * 1 * c N * 
— . Ws. 
n _—_ © pd, es Welk 4, 7 Bs SES — 


u our Mot ber Tongue, fo that the Republiſh- 


To the Reader. 1 
enongb, fince it bas an immediate Relation 
t a Paſſage in the following Diſcourſe, wherein, 
with Submiſſion, I pre ſume the Author was 
a litt e too Bold in his Comment, and in ſome 
Meaſure incurrs the ſame gilt himſelf which 
Le ſo ſmartly upbraided in others, His Mi 


runderſlanding of which may however be the 


more meriting an Excuſe, becauſe it may weil 


be ſuppoſed to have been occafioned by an 
Honeſt Deſgn of 1 Unity, . Peace, and 
Charity, in the obviating that Pretence, which 
was by ſome drawn from this very Text of 
propagating Chriſtianity by all the moſt enfor- 
cing Methods of Torture, War and Slaughter ,, - 
as if the teaching of Nations were to be 
accompanied with the Baptizing them in 
Blood, and Converts muſt have their omn 


Wounds 70 bleed, before they could become 


ſenſible of the Benefits of a wounded and 
bleeding Saviour. EE; 
There needs no Excuſe for any other Failure 

thrauph the following Diſcourſe , ſo that to 
remove the Guard to that Place, which' the 
Enemy may find eaſieſt to Attack, I muſt. 
divert the Apology for the Author, ro one 
more requiſite for the Tranſhtor. Againſt 
whom (beſide all other Piques and Exceptions) 


there will no queſtion be pointed this thruſting 
Objetion, namely, That this ſame Piece of 


Mit Pageatitry has been Twice already cloath'd 


ing 


To the Reader. 


ing at leaſt of one of theſe Tranſlations | 
x. have ſuperſeded the Trouble of 4 


new one. It may, I hope, be no Scanda/ to 
confeſs, that till after my firf Onſet I bad 
neither by Sight nor keport gather'd any 
Intimation of the Foreftalment herein; of 
which I were het the leſs inquiſitive, fe- 


cauſe the Perſon who impoſed on me ibe 


Undertating, took the Negative for grant: 
ed, though be flood in better Circumſtances 


of being informed, and was more concerned 
in the Conſequence. But allowing the worſt, 
Re-tranſlations of late have been fo-ſucceſs- 
fully. performed, ſo much to the Service 


of the preſent Iimes, and Juſtice to the 


firſt Authors, that Attempts of like Nature 


cas be no longer invidious, if they. are 
grounded on the ſame Inducements, and do 


anſwer the ſame End and Deſign. How far 
I can Square my Apology by this Rule 
. will in part appear ? this following Obſer- 


vation: Originals of one Language are dif- 


ferently to be rendred into another, accord» 


ing to their reſpellive Matter and Subject; 
1n an Argument of Hiſtory, hut more eſpe- 


cially in Phyſicks, and Mathematicks, fo 


much depends on the Critical Genuine Senſe 
of the Author, that there can be no Lati- 


tude or Dewiation allowed, but a harſh Ca- 
dence is far more preferable, than à bold, 
though tunable Variation: Whereas on. the 
| A tog, 
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To the Reader. 
contrary, in Poeſie, Oratory, Panegyrick, 


Satire, or ſuch like loſer Subjefs, the Ex- 
cellency reſulting rather from ihe Stile and 


Fancy in general, than from the flrifineſs 


of particular Periods, there may, nay, there 


muſt, be ſome ſuch Fudgment or Diſcretion 
tolerated, as ſhall within due Bounds new 


marſhal the Words, and in ſome Meaſure 


plaiſter over the 3 and Incoberence 
of Senſe. Accordingly the Deſign of Tran- 
Nations ſeems then beſt anſwered, when 
the reſpeftive Renderers ſquare their At- 


tempts by the foregoing Rule; the ſame 


Liberty being an unpardonable Extrava- 


gance in the one, which is no worſe than 4 


becoming Freedom in the other : As the 
Painter, who'is employed to draw a Face ts 
ro the Life, muſt confine bis Pencil to an 
exat Tranſcript of the Natural Strokes, 
without any room 10 Fancy, or Flattery, Lim- 
ning even Venus berſelf with a Blemiſhing 
Mole; whereas in the Copying after a Land- 
Skip, or other flouriſhing Draught, bath 
Colours, and other Features for the Luftre 
of Proſpet, may be ſo far altered, as the © 
Fudgment of the Ariift ſhall with Liberty 
recommend. The Reſult of This, it is my 
Intereſt to bave thus underſiood... Our Lan- 
guage * bath been ſo much Poliſh'd and Re. 

Rnd inc the firſt Appearance” of this De. 


clamation 


— 


To the Reader. 

clamation in Engliſh, * that had it fallen 
into ny Hands &er Tentred on this Work, the 
Peruſal of it would hade ſcarcely diſcourag d 
me from purſuing theUndertaking : For to have 
adventured abroad a Second Edition of this 
antiquated Verſion, would doubtleſs have been 
Interpreted as a Deſign rather of Exerciſing 
the Reader in the unpleaſant Task of labort- 
ouſly pecking out the Meaning of obſolete 


Mord and Expreffeons, than of fairly leading 
him into the True and Genuine Senſe of the 


Orzginal ; although what i here aſſerted 
might be cafily made out beyond all Paſſibility 
Exception; yet the Learned Author ac- 
quitted himſelf ſo very well herein, that he 
comes faully p, even to the moſt commendable 
Way of Writing, which obtain'd in his Time. 


The . Modern Tranflator (ts whom T intended 


the Rule, but nowlazd down,to bechieflyapplied) 


tied bamfelf fo ſtrictly to a Literal Obſervance of 


the Latin, that to a bare Engliſh Reader, unac- 
quainted with Alluſions to the Eloquence of 


the Latin Tongue, hir Verſion ir ſometimes 
re, at leaſt never ſo finooth 


pile aliug and 0 N 
and voluble, as the Caiety of the Argument 
abould' better hade diſpens'd with; whereas 
zn this Rehearſal of mine, I have (more I 


. confeſs to my own Eaſe, and more gratefully, 


T queſtion not, to the Palate of others) al- 


lowed my ſelf ſuch Elbow-room of Expreſſion, 
a3 the Humaurſomeneſs of the Subject, aud 


the Idiom of Language, did invite, not 


+ Done by Sir Thomas Chaloner, and Prin:ed at London, 
a a 1540 in 410. oh 
"I command. 
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command. Ter I would not haue it hereby 
fuſpetted that I have taken a ſtrayiug Fresk 
or Jaunt, beyond the Limits of a juſt Deco- 
rum; 20, I have been ſo free, I hope, as not 
zo be licentious, ſo bold, as not to be immo- 
deft : I conſidered, that Rambling Variations, 
as well as Verbatim Conſtructiout, are both 
the Scandalous Tas of School-boys ; there- 
Fore T ſo far conſulted the avoidiug each Ex- 
treme, that I have this Disjun&ive Plea to 
gag the Men of Teeth with, wwhere-ever the 
Latin appears. to have been ſeemingly injured, 
and receded from, there I duulted a too cloſe 


Adherence would have been rough and jar- 
ring: Again, where the Engliſh .avants an 


thing of Cadence or Coherence, there I check'd 


my Range, and was afraid of treading too | 
wide from the Foorſteps.of the Original. For 


that the ſame Harangue, compleatly Eloquent 
zu one Tongue, would be leſs winning and 
perſweſrve when cloſe interpreted in another, 


2 as obwzous, as that Travellers, zf they a- 
dat not their Garb to the Mode of the Coun- 
"ery they reſide in, are rather an Object to 
Stare and Gaze at, than to: Bow to, Reve- 
' rence, or e any Way Reſpected. The Rba- 
fon on whach this is grounded being a Pro- 


priety in each Language to peculiar Tropes, 
Figures, Phraſes, &c. zs ſo known a Topich, 


that to them ho underſtand the Original 


Latin # 2s wholly. ſuperfluous, and to thaſe 
that do not At is altogether as needleſs, - 
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To the AUTHOR of this Tranſlation: 


= 


- Succels, : K. : 


lhis to deſire by Nature we're in- 
dlin'd, a 


Which vin in our Reſearches ſeldom find. 


It does, like Beauty, in the Fancy -lye, 8 


Or, as tis 3 to the Lover's Eye, 
Camelion-like, from all Things takes a Dye. 


One thinks it fill conſiſts in ſauguine Merth, - 
When the Debauch to Wit muſt give a Birth 
Another's happy if Coriuna's kind; 

The Wiſe Man calls it Indoleuce of Mind. 
The Miſer to them all prefers his Malih; 


The jolly Toper ſays tis florid Health : 
But theſe Miſtaken Wreiches go aſtray, . 
Eraſinus only has found out the Way; 
Like to Fantaſtick Chymiſts they preſume, 
Till all their Projects break away in Fume : 
To ſearch the Secret out they vainly try, 


For after all, it does in FoLLy lye. 5 
This, by its Tanocence —— the beſt Eſtate, 


Will with. Refiſtance blunt the Edge of Fate; 
One with a Genzus,. Nature does enſpire, 


All 


* 


Which others by Philaſophy acquire : - 
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All Things content a Fool, and nothing cloys, 
Which they define the height of Human Joys: 


He driv'ling on the Shore ſecure can be, 


And view unmov'd the Tempeſts of the Sea. 
No formidable News can him alarm ; 

He it at Peace, tho' all the World does Arm; 
From all Misfortunes has a ſure Defence; 

His Skaull's impregnable for want of Senſe 3 
His Paſſion's quiet, and his Mind ſedate ; 
Nothing provokes his Envy or his Hate: 

He unconcern d can ſtand with Laughing Eyes, 
And fee unworthy Men to Honour rife, 
Fortune, a ſordid Piece of Earth refines, '' 
And from a Dunghil drawn the Meteor ſnines; 


The Upſtartr's Inſolence none will endure, 


His Soul's as narrow, as his Birth's obſcure : 
Under the Mask a Fry's Face does ſhow, 
Tho' for the Conſulate bows humbly low : 
His Will without his Reaſon does command ; 
T hunger's too weighty for a Vilgar Hand.” © 
When he is freed from Books, laborious Toil! 
He does not ſpend his Time, nor wafte his Oil, 
Impair his Colour, or conſume his Strength, 
Or grow too ſubtle for himſelf at length 3 
»E'er he has travel'd half the Way he's Dead, 
The very F:neneſs it breaks the Thread. 
The Turks allow all 7dzors a Shrine; 
They think in FOLLY: ſomething is Divine? 
Their Actions {till an equal Tenor keep, | 
No frightful Images afflict their Sleep. 


Their Guardian-Angels ſtill ſuch care do take, 
Their Innocence preſerves them when Awake. 
This great Advantage they are happy in, 
They want the brisk Capacity to fin. 


| Some 


aw E 
* : þ 


Yet the Mfeffed Mas One is the Fool. 


Lou can oblige it equally, and Write. 
Tho' pars} me have as much true Judgment 


Not Made, but he on pu 


C iii ) 3 
Sometimes a Vice they blunder on by Chance, 
But all their Faults are thoſe of Ignorance. 
Beſides, a Changeliug is no Hypocrite, 
For what he ig, he ſhews you at firſt Sight; 
Whilſt others do their Nati ve:ſelves diſguiſe - 
Only by the Pretence of being Wiſe: © 
Of Critics, they aſſume the ſurly State, 
And cenſure thoſe they cannot imitate. 
Like puft up Bladders they of Miud are full, 
And hide with Gravity their being dull. 
Tho' they with Scan the World would radicule, 


Still my Digreſſion Sir returns to you, *. _ 
To give that Character which is your due; 
And this impartially I can beſto wo- 
The Author by his Work. I only know. 
So that if what I find I muſt commend 
Tis done without being biaſs'd as his Friend. 
"Tis not your Pride, your Folly, ar yorr Fate, 
That makes you chuſe Eraſinus to TVanſlate, 
If with ſuch Verſions you the World delight, 


As if it had entirely been your own: fſhown, >, 
This way of Mxiting once was thought a Vice, 
But now the Torches of it are ſo Nice, 
That who this pleaſing Province would adern, 
rpoſe muſt be rn. 
Some ſpoil all Subjects xhich they write upon, 
As Paint will ſpoil the beſt Complexion = | 
So Highway. Beggars others Childrew hire, 4 
With ruddy Looks, and all their Limbs entire; | 
Till they induftriouſly are Cripples made, 
Thus xo- promote the canting Gypſies Trade. 
168 6439 Things :5 
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Things that are delicate, ſoul Hands will ſtain, 
But from your Pen, all Subjects Luſtre gain. 
Roman in France have gain'd ſuch highRenown, 
Their Works are naturaliz d, and made their 
Ingenious A Ablancour? firſt led the Van, [own. 
With his juſt Verſion of great Lucian; 
Thus Copied by a skilful Hand we ſee 

The Ancient Drole in Modern Razlery. 
A. double Honour is to Bozlean due, 
Who is both Vriter and Tranſlator too: 

He choſe the Nobleſt Author of his Time, 
And like Longinus Boileau is ſublime. 
By reading your Tranſlation we can tell 
How much in their 02072 Vay we them excel. 


Our Learned Athens lately has brought forth 


Men hardly to be equall'd for their Worth. 
Lucretius now is to Perfection brought, 


Which all Men dreaded in the very Thought; 


Our Vuitſul Mother hath herfelf outdone 
In Teeming with ſo excellent a Son: * 

Of our the Admiration does engage, 

And the Applauſes of the future Age: 

Tu with the Softneſs of your Art beguile, 
And teach the rigid Sic how to ſmile: 


The Humour of the Work you hit fo true, 24 
That Comical Eraſinus breathes in you- 
We ſee the Spirit of the Author ſhine 


Imevery Page, in every pleaſant Line. 
What Fruits will not your Age maturely bring, 


Sa fertile, if ſo early is your Spring? 


The: Riſing Sun ſhoots forth a p evieus Ray, | 


- Engaging to ſhine brightly all the Day. 


OW ff + 4 ®- > 
n = „ 


”w ———_— — 


* - : 'Y | 


Sy 


: Pre P 


Ut. 


() 


Your Talents, Sir, have made you juſtly 2 


Thus to transfuſe this Noble Piece of Mit, 
Who have your ſelf /o great a Share fit. 
| EO pe M. MORG AN. 
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To his Ingenious Friend, the T R a N- 


SEAT OK 


Here's not a Blade of Honour in the Town, 


1 Rut if you chance to term him Fool or Clown, 
Straight Sali ſfaction cries, and then with ſpeed 


- 


The Time, the Place, and Rapzer's Length's 


decreed. IIS: | 
Prodigious Fops, I'll ſwear, who can't agree 
To be call'd, what's their Happneſs to be: 
——Bleſt {deors ! | "nts 
You-in an humble Sphere ſecurely move, 
And there the Sweets of a ſafe D1lneſ5 _— 


» 


Nor envy the proud Heights of thoſe whe 


range aboye. | 


FOLLY, ſure Friend of a miſenided Mall, | 


Affords a. kind Excuſe for.dozng I; 


And to the peaceful Breaſt wherein ſhe lives, 


The eaſieſt, trueſt Taſte of Pleaſure gives: 


Wbilſt Miſdom's Patron with diſcreet Alloy, 


Palls his Delights, and deadens all his Joy: 

Nought more than this does evidenee the Love, 
Or more infures. the Care of Powers above. 
Heaven ſtill beſtows on thoſe it does deſpiſe: _ 


The creditable Plague of being Wiſe: _ 
And Socrates, that Prudent, Thinking. Tol, 
Had 5 God's lik d him, would have prov'd a 
Fool. e a 


Methinks 


— ——— 


„ 
Methinks our Author, when without a Flaw, 
The Graces of his Mieſtræſt he does draw, 
Wiſhes (if Metempſuchaſis be true, 

And Souls do change their Caſe, and act anew, ) 
In the next Life he only might aſpire 

To the few Brains of ſome ſoft Country Sui re, 
Whoſe Head with ſuch like Rudiments is fraught, 
As in his Youth his careful Grannum taught. 


And now (dear Friend) how ſhall we to 
thy Brow- | me on, 

Pay all thoſe Lawrels which we juſtly owe ? 
For thou freſh Honours to the Work doſt bring, 
Andtothe Theme: Nor ſeems that pleaſing thing, 
Which he ſo well in Latin bas expreſs'd, 

Leſs Comical in Ergliſh Garments drefs'd ; 
Thy Sentences are all ſo clearly wrought,” 
And ſo exactly plac'd, is every Thought, 
That, which is more oblig'd, we ſcarce can ſee - 


The Subject by thy Author, or himſelf by thee: . 
COS 


. . | 5 0 38821 "I 
On this Tranſlation, Spoke, in tbe 
a Per fon af F OLLI. V. ee 


| B.. : Away, you ſullen, ſheepiſh Souls, 
4 Whoſe brooding Thoughtsſit always hatch- | 
ä 1 
You 'Tub-Philoſophers, whoſe croaking Brains 
Make Earth as Helliſh-as the Seygian Plains; 
Your uncouth, lowring Grimace becomes 
Your ſtupid Mufingswhen you're at your Homes. 
But no Infernal Viſage muſt be cen. 
Where all are to be Folly by Deſign. _ ns 


veil then, or vaniſh, die, or diſappear, 


E285 


And leave ns Fools to our Careſſes here. 


My thund'ring ee Rong eee 15 


The Gods conſenting, and the Paſſage clear, 
thus attempt my Grandeur to extol, 
Acting my own Encomiaſt in a Droll: 

I'll make deſcriptive Gloſſes on a Straw, 
And toſs the World to a Tarantula. 


Thus, long-bleſs'd Herd, have I with Pati- 


ence ſeen | | 
Maneroa's Scepter taking Place of mine: 
That curs'd Virago, whoſe officious Spies 
Have watch'd you out of all your Libraries: 
Her Devotees, a baſe, degenerous Brood, 
Like waſpiſh Inſects ſwarm, and buz abroad. 
Thefe with unruly Infolence have made 
Injurious Inroads on thoſe Rights I had; 
They fetter Souls with Magiſterial Rage, 
And lecture Freemen into Vi//alage 3 © p 
Nay, by the Cireumwoentions'of Diſpute, - 


8. They'll prove my Chaſtity a Proſtitute. 


Thus overgrown in Sophiſtny and Pride, 1 
They're Kings themſelves, but make all S/aves 


And ſhall theſe Rebels thus ufurp it on? [beſide : 


No, their Dogmatick Tyranny ſhall down. 
Inſtead of Problems, Schemes, Compendzmms, 
Thoſe Erecutiou- Engine of theSchools, [ Rules, 


I, with my Pictures, Puppers, Dwarfs and Ape, 


Maſques, Mermaids, Interludet, and Antick- 


Will mount theStage, ridiculouflyFine, [ Shapes, 


In all the Colours of an Tadian Qu EER N, 
r Alluding 


Sir Robert Howard. 


10 @ Play under that. Title, Written by | 
| Which 


— V 3 
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C viii ) 
Which Magazine of Rarities preſents 

A Gallimaufry of Divertifements ; 

For beautified by Art, or Nature's Dreſs, 
They all enamour by their Prettineſs, 
While the admiring Crowd, with Captive Eyes, 


Do Proſelyte themſelves. to. Votaries.. 


8 early Days when Men, unus'd to Rules, 


Commenc'd by Natural Inſtalment Fools, 
When Sacred Ignorance its 3 ſpread, 
And all ſat cool and quiet in the Shade, 

So long the Province of my Reign did know 
No other Bounds than Earth and Heaven do. 
But when the World grew light, and hot at Noon, 
And Dog. ſtar Mit made all a. Torrid- Zone, 
Then Oteſtions aroſe, Men who: would know 
Why Things were thus and thus, and why not ſo; 
Theſe pert, and reſtleſs, ſtarted Scruples ſtill, 3 
Painful to ftate, but worſe to reconcile, 6 
Yet well reſolv'd by one diſdainful Smile; 
Which hot-brain'd Tribe, uneaſie and moroſe, 
Made all the World an Iaquiſiti on- houſe. 


But now my Croaun ſhall be reſtor'd anew, ; 


And Falſe Pretenders ſhall confeſs the True 


Their long uſtrp:;d Dominion ſhall decl ine, 


And die into 25 Eſtabliſhment of mine. 


Now let the World keep Halcyon, and careſs 


In endleſs Circles of unſtinted Bliſs ; 


Let univerſal Raviſhments increaſe 


"Your Joys beyond Deſcription or Degrees 1 


Don't baulk your Humours, left for want of Veu? 


-Your. $pzr2ts ſtagnate into Sediment; 


But frolioł on, without conſulting. Fate, 


Till your looſe, ſhattering Souls. evaporate. : 


3 


r 
Each individual Votary ſhall ſhare 
Repeated Pledges of my conſtant Care + 
A balmy Miſt of Lethe Dews ſhall fall 


In cool refreſhing Opiate on all: 


As Lands of Spice, in a fragrant Air, 
Diſperſe and ſcatter their Perfumes afar, 

With equal Frankneſs, and with greater Love, 
ll ſhower down my Bleſſings from Above. 
That peaceful Days may ſtill my Reign await, 
111 give the God of War an Opiate; 


- 


{ Your Starch'd, Puctilio-Bravoes, can't conc lude 


A private Quarrel but with Loſs of Blood: 
Yet my Kind Fools are naturally ſtrange 
To all the Mearns and Milthief of Revenge. 
And thus Tl lay all Diſcords that ariſe 
From being really or reputed Wiſe. 


Let not the Jolly Hezr, who revels on, 


Unrav' ling all, his Father's Thrift had ſpun, 
Turn Saint, for fear of ſome reſtrictive Ties, 
Or that penurious Project, Legacies : | 
T'll keep the Sire ſo doating, he ſhall ne'er- 
1mpoveriſh zÞzs, or chuſe another Heir. 


Thus with a Przxcely-Care will I contrive 1 


To guard your Rzghts, and my Prerogati ve. 
The peevrſh Cynick, in a whining Strain, 3 
Will ſtrive to Preach Zub-learning up again 
And prove that none, but Auchorites are Men, 
Tho'now you'll ſc9rz their Phzloſophick-Rants, 
And laugh their Reaſoning out of Countenance: 
You'll ſee the Fruit and Influence of Books, 
And ne'er defire to be made Great by Stocks. 
Admaniſh'd thus, and repoſſeſs'd anew 
Of Freedom, Peace, and my Protection too, 
Puſh your Career with an advancing haſte, + 
Let one Day's Joy exceed all Ages paſt - q 
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With Frolicks drain your Souls of all their Earth, 


And all their Jollity will ſoon conclude, 


5 Upon the following Tranſlation. 


Too poor to keep an Equipage of Wits, 


Bleſt are the Dutch, who this their Idol prize, ; 
And wilely fall its humble Votarie. 


The Preſs, to all a Pimp, and Bawd for Gain. 
Jo th World each ſtrives to ſhew his Learned, 


Leiden in Phyſick-Trafs would often NN 
3 


* * — —— + fo Vo — — — — 
2 2 


3 


R | 
And now farewel, I muſt with ſpeed away, 
The Buxom Gods keep Jubilee to Day ; 


Ne'er Think, but Laugh, and Breathe no Air 


If I dont come and act an Interlude: 
They vote me ſtill the Prolocutor's Chair, 
Beſides I am to make th Encænia there. 


S S . . 8. K. d 


8. awkard Folly is ſo neatly drawn, 
WU AndallitsCharms in Nakedneſs are ſhown; 
Since barren Wiſdom unattended fits, - 7 
And no Reſpect, and few Encomi n, _ : 


Bleſt is the Senfleſs Man, the thickeſt Skull, 
The grinning, harden'd and undaunted, Fool: i 


"TheirPraiſe, thePreſs does often ſpeak with Pain, 5 


Soul, | 1025 : 
And in great Letters writes himſelf an OWL. 
But tho when living they Abuſes meet, 
By being dead they Fame and Credit get? 
In Epitaph ſome Hundred Pounds are ſpent, 
And every Fool hath then a Monument. 


Our only Sickneſs, and the wort Diſeaſe; 
| Hither 


kul, 
Fool: 
ITIZC) 
Pain, 
Jain. 
raed, 


Mither their vaſt dull Commentators fail, 


And ſhew that Goſpellers ſometimes may fail. 
In Warers bred they astudat ons drew, 

And load all Nations with a Deluge too. 
Happy, then happy, muſt our Iſland be, 
With Yarſon e ſtock'd, and Dutc l- Divinity 
Jet theſe our wiſe, miſtaken, Croud deſi re, 


And all, rbat from Beyond Sea come, admire. 
To our ine Ladies 


art thus unlades 
Its Ribbons, Footmen, and its Chamber- maids. 
The French indeed have often broke the Peace, 


But Faſhions and Romance do plague us leſs. 


For no Man now ſecurely lives at Home, 


The Hurt and Dusch invade our Chriſtendom. 


In Nali ve- Sci their Dulneſs ſafe may teſt, 
But why ſhould they their N eiglibours thus infeſt? 
To Hillaud, GRO HIS by Miſtake was ſent; 
Sure, that Man, Nature tor our Huglaud meant. 
Their Worlds in all Things ff ill mult us cbey, 
As Lords and Sovereigns, by Land and Sea. 

Ze Mit, Trump, Rovyter, eafely were brats N 


Their Saips from ours do na rally retreat, 


Eraimnr only is gi¹,ẽÜguer'd yet. | 


1Lat Name alone (worthy the Noble Miſs) 


Joes from Diſgrace and utmoſt - Scorn exc aſe. : 


His Your:fu!, Merry Stile attones for all 
Their Clumſinefs, à Sin that's National. 

In Comick Prefs hei gravely preaches Senſe, 
Nirccts, and jeers, and hides his Auaicnce. 
Oer hougbtsgrofound M irthꝗances all che M ay, 
Like the Sun beams which onde-r Warcrs play. 
Henceforth, I ali laborious T rifl-s iliaht, 

Thy Works can teach to ralt, at! how to write. 


Ceaſe then, ye Sots, that us in fight of Fate, 


Ly damn'd Budoon ry, would imitate. 
x | | 


(.b 7. 
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Jou who by Tavern-Jeſts a Fame would get, : 
And feed upon the Excrements of Wit; 


Sing nobly out of Tune, and laugh aloud. 
This from Eraſmus Ghoſt much Pity drew; 


The Standard is ſet up, the Cannons roar, 


2,09 


To raiſe up Mirth who baſcly rob the Croud, i 


__ 


He comes our Iſland to inform anew. 5 
Methinks his Ship upon the Thames appears, 
Proud of the MWeightand Learning which it bears. 
The Multitude on th” Banks do ſhout the ir Joys; 
To greet his Friend, e en Reverend. More does riſe. 


all (ons Welcome to our Englißs 


Oxon. Sept. 20. 1683. 


| Have, laviſhly. expos 


(xiii )) 


ANN n 
0s the ' Argument and Deſign of the 


following Oration, 


W Hate'er the Modern Sarizes of the Stage, 


To jirk the, Failures of a ſliding Age, 

d to Publick View. 
For a Diſcharge to all from Envy due; 
Here, in as lively Colours, Naked lye, 
With equal Wit, and much more Modeſty; 
Thoſe. B 


Strip Vice ſo near to its Uncomely Parts, 


Ppheir Libels prove but Leſſons, and they teach 
Thoſe very Crimes, which, they intend t' impeach: 
While here ſo whole ſom all, tho' ſharp to Taſte, 5 


So brisk ly free, yet ſo refoly'dly.Chaſte ; 
he Virgin Naked as ber God of Bows, 


- May read, or hear, when Blood at higheſt flows; 
Nor more expence of Bluſhes then. ariſe, 5 

Than while the Lect'ring-Matron doceatrile 

To guard her Virtue and her Honour prize.) 


Satire and Panegyrick, diſtant be, 
Yet jointly here they both in one agree. 


The Whole's a Sacrifice of Salt and Fire: 7 | 


So does the Humour of the Age require, 


To chafe the Touch, and fo foment Deſire. 
As Do&rine-dandling Preachers lull aſleep * 
Their un-attentive pent- up, Fold of Sheep 3 


The Opiated Milk glews up the Brain, 
And Babes of NY 17 8 in their Cradles lain; 
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Poets, with their free diſcloſing Arts, 


While 
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| Cxiv ) 
White mounted Harleqvin, obſcene and Loud, 
Like crewing Cock, alarms the drowſie C row e | 
Whoſe giddy Ears are prick'd as bolt upright, 
As Hair, erect, occafion'd by a Fright 3+ . * 
80 doi s it fare with croaking er o'th' Preſs, 
The Subject's-Mould ne'er alters the Succeſs; 
What's ferious, like Sleep, grants J/7:rs of Eaſe, 
Satire and Ridicule can only pleaſe; 
As if no other Animals could gape, 


But bum Badgers, or the ſnick ring 7,566 Tp 


WET 14, L LY by- Irony" $ commende@ "Ra uy 
 Sooth'd, that herWeakneſs may the more appear. 

aus Hos, who deck d in Red and Tell 

- ſhine, ; 


Are made believe that they are wondrous 


Vine, 
When alt's a Plot t expofe them by deſign. 7 
The Largeſſes of FOL LY, here, are ſtrown, 
Like Pebbles not to pick, but trample on. 
Thus Spartans laid their Drunken Slaves before 
The Boys, to juſtle, kick and tumble o'er : 
Not oy the Thirſty Weiter Ow com- 
ine 

To taſte and know the Miſtery of Wi Ine, 
But wonder thus at Men, run orm d ro Swine; 
And chat they theſe Enchantments might eſcapes 
Timely renounce, the Devil of the Grafe. 

So here, by 
Thcuzh F OLLT Speaker be, a Argument, 
II guides the Tongue, 25 1SDOM's the 
Elan meant. 


9 © 
B — 0 KS. 
1 a . Sp 44% - 


BOOKS Printed and Sold by 
_Joun WIL I OR „ 


L. E late Far! of Cr. Lew ob 
Hiſtory of the Rebellion and C'vil - 
| Wars in IK ELAN D, adern'd with 
Cute, ind recommended by the pre 85 Arch- 
Biſhop of Dp BLI N. Pries $49 © + | 
N. B. There are ſome few dene on . oval. 
Paper, for the Convenience of thoſe Gentlemen 
who are already poſſeſs'd of his Lordſhips Six ' 
former Vohimes on the fore: Sire. Pride 10 . 


II. Englands Black Tribunal; containing 


the whole 'Iryal of NIN e thes 


the Firſt ; together with his Pepertment and 


Speech on the Scaffold, from a correct Copy. 


To which are added the Sufferings and laſt 
Dying: Specches of all thofe WhO were af to 
Dearh for their Loyalty, dez. The Earl of 
Strafford, Mr. Tan and Chaloner, Mr. 
Dane! Kntveton, Arch-Biſhop Lava, Pr. 


: Raleigh, Captain P rlei el, Sir Charles Lncas 


and Sir George Liſe, Colonei Prver, Major 
P:*cher, the Reverend Mr. Beaumont, Duke 
Hamilton; Earl of Holland, Lord Capel, 
Colonel Maurice, Cornet Blackbnrne, Mar- 
quiſs of Montrofe, Dr. Levens, Cclonel Hu- 
drewes, Captain Benſon, the Reverend Mr. 
Coo ter, Major Saul, Colonel Sybba'd, Sir 

Henry 4 Captain Buſtel, the Earl of 
Derby, Captain Symkins, Sit Timorby Fer 


ther ſtonbauglh, Colonel Bemlorn, Colonel 


Gerard, Mr. Peter FVorvel, Colonel Se. 
ruddock, Colonel Grove, Sir POT Sung ly, 
0 b 30 Doctor 


— —— ᷑ͥ—ͥ—— 


Doctor Hewit, Colonel Ashton; with ſeveral” 
oth rs of leſs Note. The Fifth Edition, 
containing much more than any of the former. 
„ 6d,  —- 

III. Torr v's two Eſſays of Old Age, and 
of Friendſhip; with his Stoical Paradoxes and 
Sripio's Dream, render'd into Engliſh by 
Fame Parker, of Oxon, Gent. Price Bound 
in Caf > x, 2 Is. 6d. ; : 

IV. The Ecclefiaftical Hiſtories of En/c- 
Biur,, Socrates, Sozomen,. and Theodore, | 
faithfully Tranflated and Abridg'd from the> 
Originals, by the ſame Author, and Illuſtra.. 
ted with Notes, c. In Three Volumes 820. 
ac half a Guinea a Set. „ 

V. The late Earls of SA N DWI OR, Sux- 
E RLAN D, and Sit WILLIAM GO DOT 
r# 38's Letters during their reſpective Em- 
Haſſies in 8A IN ;; together with ſeveral va⸗ 
Iuable pieces under their own. Hands, no where 
as extant, . Publiſf'd from their. Originals. 
Price 5 C6. „ | 

VI: A Collection of Tx Ar by the Au- 
thor of the Snake in the Graſs, John Bry-. 
da Eſq; Dr. Sacheverel, &c. To which is. 
added the AJembly-- Mau, Written by. Sir: 
Join Birkenhead. ra, 
VII. A Collection of ſcarce and valuable 
PAPERS, written about the Time of the R- 
VOLUTION 3 among which are inſerted, a. 
Caution: again{t Inconſiſtency, the Deſertion.. 
diſeuſs d, Sc. Written by Mr. Collier; with 
Varicty of other TRA CTS, ſome whereof - 
neyer before Printed. Price 64. 
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Prefatory Epiſtle. 
FROM. 


Sir T HO: MORE. 

* N my late Tadel from Italy into Eng- 

3. land, hat I meght not trifle away my. 
Lime in the Rehearſal of Old Wines: 

= Rwles, 1:thought it more. pertinent to amploy: 

- Buy Thoughts 7n-refleting' upon ſome paſt" 

a ; der, or calling to Remembrance ſeveral of 


4 hoſe Highly Learned, as well as ſmartly: u- 
geniou Friend I Lad here: left behind, . a-- 
hong whom you (Dear SIR) were Yepres- 


= ſented as the Chief ; yo, whoſe Memor ys. 
pile abſent at this Diſtance, I reſpect with 
* 20. leſs a Complacency than I ma wort while- 


e: | reſent to enjoy your more Iuti mate Chuver- 
5 Raron, which laſt afforded. me the greateſt” 
Satirfaftion. I could poffubly hope for. Habe 
ing therefore reſolved to be a doing, and: 
ns, Madcemzng that Tame improper for any * 
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Concerns, I thought good to divert ny ef 
ah drawing ip a Panegyrick upon Folly. Þ 
Ho ! What Maggot ſay you put this en 


your Head? Why, the Firſt hint (Sir) was 
your ows $:r2ame of More, which comes as 


near the Literal S»1md of the * Word, asf 


you yourſelf are diſtant from the Significa- 
tion of at, and that in all Meas Frdgments 


zs vaſtly wide. In the next Place 1 ſnppoſed | 
that this kind of Sporting Wit would be ly 
von more eſpecially accepted cf, by you (Sir) 


that are wont wwirh that fort of Focoſe Rail. 
tery, ſich as (if I miſtake not, is neither dull 
nor empertizuent) to be meghtily pleaſed, aud 
in your- ordinary Converſe to approve your 


| ſelf a Democritus Junior: For truly, a5 you 


do from a ſingular Vein of Wit deny much 
diſſent from the Common Herd of Mankind; 


ſo by an Incredible Aﬀability and Pliableneſs 


of Lemper you have the Art of Suiting your 
Humour with alt ſorrs of Companies. I hope 


therefore yon will not only readily accept of | 


this Rude Ejay as a Token from your Friend, 


But take it under ywur more immediate Pro- 


tecfion, ar berng Dedicated ro you," and: by 
thar Title adopted for yours, rather than to 
be Fathered as my own. And it it a Clance 


F there be wanting ſome Pnarrelſome Per- 
fons that 2wi!l ſhew their Teeth, and pretend 
theſe Fooleries are eit'er too Bufſoon-like for : 
4 grave Divine, & 700 Satyrical for 4: 
Meek Chriſtian, and ſo vill exclaim againſt 
me as if I were van ing up ſome Old Farce, 


GC 
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= | 
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body elſe Records the laſt Will f a Hog, of 


Fd 


CSI" 


% afted ane the. Lucian again avith a. 
W Poems bh Suarling at all Things. Bet thoſe 


x2 are ended at the Lightneſs and Pedan- 
tiy of rhes. Subject, J wonld have them conſi. 
der ihat I do nct ſet my ſelf jor the Firſt” 


EFrampie of this Kind, bit that the ſame har 
been oft done by many Conſiderable Authors. 
For thus ſeveral Ages ſince, Homer wrote of 
no more werghty a Subjett than of a War be- 


tegen the Frogs and Alice, Virgil of a Gnat. 


— 


aud 4 Pudding. Cale, and Ovid of a Nut. 


Polycrates commenaed the Cruelty of Bufiris, 


2 Iſocrates, that corrects him for this, did 


lar much for the In juſtice of Glaucus. Fa- 


vorinus ęxtelld Thirfites, aud wrote in 


Praiſęe of a Quartan Ague. Syneſius pleaded 


in behalf of Baldnejs : And Lucian defended: 


a Shippng-Fly. Seneca drollingly related the, 


Deifyeng of Claudius; Plutarch the Dia. 
logue betwixt Gryllus aud Ulyſſes; Lucian 
and Apuleius the Story of an Aſs ; and Some- 


which St. Hierom makes Mention. So that. 


F they pleaſe, let themſelves think the Worſt 


of me, and fancy to themſelves that I were. 
all this while a playing at Puſh-pin, or ride 
ang Aſtride on a Holly. Horſe. For how un- 
juſt zs zt,, zf when a allow different Recre-- 
ations to each Particular Conrſe of Life, we 
afford no Diverſion to Studies; Especially 
when Trifles may be a Whet to more ſerious. 


E7hovghts, and Comical Matters may be ſo 


treated of, as that, a Reader of Ordmnary * 
Senſe may pofſubly * thence reap more Advan- 
rage than from ſome more Big and Statcly Argue, 


:. ae. *© 


. 


ment: At while One in a Lone-winded Ora: 


tion deſtants in Commendation of Rhetorick 


or Philoſophy, Another in a Filſome Ha. 
Fangne fets forth the Pratje of hes Nation, 


a Third makes a Zealous H:vitation io 4 
Holy War with the Turks, ancther confideni'ys 
Sets uß for à Fortme-teller, ard a Fit 
ſtatef Queſtzins upon meer ImpertzneiicesÞ 


But. as nothing it more Clildiſh than to 
Bandle a ſerious Subjeft in a Looſe, Wanton 


Stzle, fo it there nothing more plealaut than 


fo to treat of Trifles, .zr to make them ſeem 


tot hiug leſs than what their Name amports.Þ 
to what relates to my ſelf,, I miſt be 
forc'd to Submit to the Fudement of others ;Þþ 
get except I am too partial to be Fridge in my 
ow? Caſe, I am apt to believe I have pratſed 


Folly in ſuch a Manner av not to have doe. 
Served the Name of a Fool for my Pains. 
To reply now to the Objection af. Satyricak 


eſs, Wits have been always allowed this Pri- 


di ledge, that. they might le ſmart upon any 
 Tranſattions of Life,” Fb be their Literty 
did not extend to Railing ; avhich makes me 
wonder at the -Tender-ear d. Humour of this 


Age, which will admit f no "Addreſe with. 


our the Prefatory Repetition of all Formal 


Titles; nay, you may. find ſome ſo propoſte- 
vouſly devour, that: they will ſooner A221 at 


the Greateſt } Aﬀronts - againſt our Saviour, 
than be content that a Prince, or a Tope, 


ſhould be nettled avith the leaſt Fogue:or Gard; | 
eſpecially in what relates to their Ordinary 


Cuſtoms. . But he who fo blames Mens Irre. 
Eularities, as to laſh at no one particular 
6s Perſon 


= 1 
Ferſon by Name, does he (T ſay) ſeem to ca 
4-3 ſo properly as to teach and inſtrutt ? And = 
fo, how am I concerned to make any further 1 
Erciſe: Beſide, he who in his Strictures 1 
ints indiſſerently at all, he ſeems not angry : 
at one Man, but all Vices. . x | 

Therefore if auy ſingly Complain they:are _ 
particularly reflected upon, they do but Je- 1 
tray their own Guilt, at leaſt their: C’ ] l 
dice. St. Hierom dealt in the ſame Argu- 1 
ment at a much Freer and 'Sharfter Rate 
nay, and he did not ſometime refrain from if 
naming the Perſons :: iWherear I have not 
only ſtifled the Mentioning any one Perſon, 
ul have ſo tempered my Stile, as the Inge- 
nious Reader will eaſily ferceive I aimed at | 
Diverſion rather than Satire. Neitber did T — Hh 
fo far imitate Juvenal, as to rake into the 1 
Sink of Viceseto procure a Laughter, rather 
than ccreate à hearty Abhorrence. If there 2 
be any one that after all remains yet unſaty* 8 

Fed, let him at leaſt conſider that there may | 
ze Good Uſe made of being reprehended 
Folly, which ſince we have fergned as ſpeak- 
ing, we muſt keep up that Character which 
#s ſuitable to the Perſon intredu ces. 

But why uo I trouble you (Sir) with this 
Needleſs Apology, you that are ſo peculiar 
| # Patron, as though the Cauſe itſelf be none 
of the beſt, you can at the leaſt give it the 
beſt Protection. Farewel. 85 
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PANEGYRICK 
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UPON 
F Oo L 
Dzcramatrion-Wiss.. 


FOO OE AAAS IIS 


FOLLY Speaks, 


1 OW ſlightly ſoeverlameſteemed in 
AH the Cemmon Vegue of the World, 
(for I well know how difingenu- 
ouſly Folly 1s: decried even by 
: thoſe who are themſelves the great- 
eſt Fools) yet it Is from my Influence alone that 
the whole Univerſe receives her Ferment of 
Mirth and Jollity : Of which this may be 
urged as 4 ee e Argument, in that as 
ſoon as I appeared to ip 
rous Afgembly, all their Countenances were 
pilded oer with a lively ſparkling Pleaſantneſs : 
You- ſoon welcomed me with fo encouraging a 
B Look, 


eak before this Nume- _ 


A PANEGYRICK I 
k, you ſpurr'd me on with ſo cheerful a 
lum, that truly in. all Appearance you ſeem 


now fluſh'd with a good Doſe of Reviving 
Nectar, when as juſt before you ſate Drowfie 
and Melancholly, as if you were lately come 


out of ſome Hermit's Cell. But as it is uſual, 
that as ſoon as the Sun .peeps from her Ea- 
ſtern Bed, and draws back the Curtains of 
the darkſome Night ; or as when after a 


hard Winter the Reftorative Spring breathes a 


more enlivening Air, Nature forthwith chan- 
ges her Apparel, and all things ſeem to renew 
their Age; fo at the firſt Sight of me you all 
Unmask, and appear in more lively Colours. 
That therefore which expert Orators can ſcarce 
effect by all their little Artifice of Elo- 
quence, to wit, a raiſing the Attentions of their 
Auditors to a Compoſedneſs of Thought, this 
a bare Look from me has commanded. 'The 


Reaſon why I appear in this odd kind of Garb 


you ſhall ſoon be informed of, if for ſo ſhort a 
while you will have but the Patience to lend | 
me an Ear; yet not ſuch an one as you are 
wont to hearken with to your Reverend Prea- 
chers, but as you liſten withal to Mounte- 
banks, Buffoons, and MAerry-Andrews; in 
ſhort, ſuch as were formerly faſtned to Ai. 
dari, as a Puniſhment for his Affront to the 
God Par. For lam now in a Humour to act 
2 while the Sophiſt, yet not of that Sort who 
andertake the Drudgery of tyrannizing over 
Schoo} Boys, and teach a more than Wo- 
maniſh Knack of Brawling ; but in Imitati- 
on of thole Ancient Ones, who to avoid the 
Scaudalous Epichet of ee, preferr'd this 
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| upon FolLyY. *% 3 
Title of Sophiſts ; the Task of theſe was to 


Celebrate the Worth of Gods and Heroes. 


Prepare therefore to be entertained with a 
Panegyrick, yet not upon Hercules, Solon, or 
any other ' Grandee, but on my ſelf, that is, 
upon Folly. a e 

AND here I value not their Cenſure that 
pretend it is foppiſh and affected for any Per- 
ſon to praiſe himſelf : Yet let it be as filly as 
they pleaſe; if they will but allow it needful : 
And indeed what is more befitting than that 
"Folly ſhould be the Trumpet of her own 
Praiſe, and Dance after her own Pipe? For 
who can ſet me forth better than my ſelf ? Or 
who can pretend to be ſo well acquainted with 
my Cite!!! +17 1 

AN p yet farther I may ſafely urge, that all 
this is no more than the ſame with what is dons 
by ſeveral ſeemingly Great and Wiſe Men, who' 
with a new faſhion d Modeſty employ ſome 


© 


1 -paltry Orator or ſcribbling Poet, wiom they 


Bribe to flatter them with ſome Highflown 


Character, that ſhall conſiſt of meer Lies 


and Shams: And yet the Perſons thus ex- 
.tolVd ſhall briſtle up, and Peacock-like be- 
ſpread their Plumes, while the impudent Para- 


ſite magniſies the poor Wretch to the Skies, 


and propoſes him as a compleat Pattern of all 


Virtues, from each of which he is yet as far 
diſtant as Heaven itſelf from Hell: What's 
ali this in the mean while, but the tricking 
up a Daw in ſtoln Feathers, a labouring 
to change the Black-woor's Hue, and the draw- 


ing on a Pzgmy's' Frock over the Shoulders of 
a Giant. Mos 
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Sf A PANEGYRIGE fy 

LASTLV, I verifie the old Obſervation, 
that allows him a Right of praifing himſelf 
who has no body elſe to do it for him: For 
really I cannot but admire at that Ingtatitude, 
ſhall J term it, or Blockiſhneſs of Mankind, 
who when they all willingly pay to me their 
utmoſt Devoir, and freely acknowledge their 
reſpective Obligations; that notwithſtanding 
this, there ſhould have been none ſo grateful 


or complaiſant as to have beſtowed on me a 


Commendatory Oration, eſpecially when there 
have not been wanting fuch as at a great Ex- 
PRO of Sweat, and loſs of Sleep, have in 
Elaborate Speeches given high Encomiums to 


To vyrants, Agues, Flies, Baldneſs, and ſuch like 


Ferries. 
I ſhall entertain you with a haſty and un- 
premeditated, but ſo much the more natural, 


Diſcourſe. My venting it ex tempore I would 
.not have you think proceeds from any Princi- 


ples of Vain-Glory, by which ordinary Orators 


E 2k their Attempts, who (as it is eaſie to 


obſerve) when they are delivered of a Speech 
that has been Tlirty Lears a conceiving, nay, 
perhaps at laſt none of their own, yet they'll 


fwear they wrote it in a great Hurry; and 


upon very ſhort Warning : Whereas the Rea- 


fon of my not being provided beforehand is 
only becauſe it was always my Humour con- 


ſtantly to {beak that which lyes Uppermoſt. 
Next, let no one be fo fond as to imagine that 
I ſhould ſo far ſtint my Invention to the Me- 


thod of other Pleaders, as firſt to define, and 
then digide, my Subject, 2. e. myſelf. For it 
is equally hazardous to attempt the —_— 
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wor POLLY. 78 
her within the narrow Limits of a Definition, 
whoſe Nature is of ſo diffuſive an Extent, or 


to mangle and disjoin that, to the Adoration 


whereof all Nations unitedly concur. Beſide, 
to what Purpoſe is it to lay down a Definition 
for a faint Reſemblance, and meer Shadow of 
me, while appearing here Perſonally you may 
view me at a more certain Light ? And if 
your Eyeſight fail not, you may at firſt Bluſh 
diſcern me to be her whom the Greeks term 
Meeic the Latins Stultzrza. _ | I 
BvrT why need I have been fo Imperti- 
nent as to have told you this, as if my very 
Looks did not ſufficiently betray what I am ; 
or ſuppoſing any be ſo credulous as to take 
me be ſome Sage Matron or Goddeſs of 
Wiſdom, [F1 6. II. ] as if a ſingle glance from 
me would not immediately correct their Mi- 
ſtake, while my Viſage, the exact reflex of my 
Soul, would ſupply and ſuperſede the Trouble 


of any other Confeſſions: For I appear alway 


in my Natura! Colours, and an Unartificial 
Dreſs, and never. let my Face pretend one 
thing, and my Heart conceal another: Nay, 


and in all Things I am ſo true to my Princi- 


ples, . that I cannot be ſo much as counter- 
feited, even by thoſe who challenge the Name 
of JIV/ts, yet indeed are no better than Jack- 


anapes's; trick'd up in gawdy Cloaths, and 


Alen ſtrutting in Lions Skins ; and how cun- 
| ningly ſoe'er they carry it, their long Ears 
[FI. III.] appear, and betray what they are. 
| Theſe in troth are very Rude and Diſingenu- 
ous, for-while they apparently. belong to. my 
Party,. yet among the Vulgar they are fo — 
| me 


— 
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med of my Relation, as to caſt it in others 
Diſh for a Shame and Reproach : Wheretore 
fince they are ſo eager to be accounted Wife, 
when in truth they are extreamly Silly, what, 
if to give them their due, I dub them with the 
Title of Wife Fools : And herein they Copy 
after the Example of ſome Modern Orators, 
who ſwell to that Proportion of Conceitedneſs, 
as to vaunt themſelves for ſo many Giants of 
Eloquence, if with a Double-tongu'd Fluency 
they can plead indifferently for either Side, 
and deem it a very doughty Exploit if they 
can but Interlard a Latin Sentence with ſome 
Greek Word, which for ſeeming Garniſh they 
croud in at a Venture; and rather than be at 
Stand for ſome cramp Words, they'll fur- 
niſh up a long Scroul of old obſolete Terms 
out of ſome muſty. Author, and foiſt them in, 
to amuſe the Reader with, that thoſe who 
underſtand them may be tickled with the 
Happineſs of being acquainted with them, 
and thoſe who underſtand them not, the leſs 
they know-the more they may admire : Wherc- 
as it has been always a Cuſtom to thoſe of 


our Side to contemn and undervalue whatever 


is ſtrange and unuſual, while thoſe that are bet- 
ter Conceited of themſelves will Nod and 
Smile, and prick up their Ears, that they 
may be thought eaſi ly to apprehend that, of 


which perhaps they do not underſtand one 
Word: And ſo much for this; pardon the 


Os my Name I have informed you, Sit, 


what Additional Epithet to give you I know 


not, except you'll be content with that of Moſi 
ET.” |  Eboliſh; 


Ka 8 


_wþon FOL IL v. 7 


- Fooliſh ; for under what more proper Appel- 


lation: can the Goddeſs Folly greet her De- 
votes? But ſince there are few acquainted 
with my Family and Original, III now give 


' 


you ſome Account of my Extraction. 


FigsT then, my Father was neither the 
Chaos, nor Hell, nor Saturn, nor Jupiter, 
nor any of thoſe old, worn out, Grandſire 


Gods, but Plutus, the very ſame that, Mau- 
gre Homer, Heſiod,, nay, in ſpight of  Fove: 


imfelf, was the primary Father of the Uni- 
verſe : At whoſe alone Beck, for all Ages, 
Religion and Civil Policy, have been ſuc- 
ceſſively Undermined and Re-eftabliſhed ; by 
whoſe powerful Influence War, Peace, Em- 
pire,, Debates, Juſtice,, Magiſtracy,. Marrisge, 
Leagues, Compacts, Laws, Arts, (I've alma 


—_— 


run myſelf out of Breath, but) in a Word, all 


Affairs of Church and State, and Bufineſs of 


private Concern, are ſeverally Ordered and 
Adminiſtred; without whoſe Aſſiſtance all the 


Poets Gang of Deities, nay, I may be ſo bold 
as to ſay the very Major-domo's of Heaven, 


would either dwindle into nothing, or at leaſt. 
be confined to their reſpective Homes, with-- 
out any Ceremonies. of Devotional Addreſs : 
Whom he combats with as an Enemy no- 
thing can be Armour-proof againſt his Afſ- 
ſſaults; and whoſoever he fides with as a 
Eriend,. may grapple at even Hand with Ig, 


and all his Bolts: Of ſuch a Father I may 
well brag ; and he begot me, not of his 


Brain, as Jupiter did the Hag Pallar, but of 
2 pretty young Nymph, fam'd for Wit no leſs - 
than. Beauty: And this Feat was not . 


8 


TT HF PANEGCYRICK 
amidſt the Embraces of dull nauſeous Wed- 
lock, but what gave a greater Guſt to the 
Pleaſure, it was done at a ſtol'n Bout, as we 
may modeſtly Phraſe it. But to prevent your 
miſtaking me, I would have you underſtand 
that my Father was not that Plutus in Arti ſto- 
phanes, Old, Dry, Withered, Sapleſs and 
Blind; but the ſame in his Younger and 
Brisker Days, and when his Veins were more 
impregnated, and the Heat of his Youth ſome- 
what Eher inflamed by a chirping Cup of 
Neckar, which for a whet to his Luſt he had 
juſt before drank very freely of at a Merry- 
meeting of the Gods. And now preſuming 
you may be inquiſitive after my Bert heplace, 
he Quality of the Place we are Born in, 
®being now look d upon as a main Ingredient 
of Gentility,) T were Born neither in the float- 
ing Delo's, nor on the frothy Sea, nor in any 
of theſe Privacies, where too forward Mo- 
thers are wont to retire for an undiſcovered 
Delivery; but in the Fortune Iſlands, where 
all Things grow without the Toil of Hus- 
bandry, Wherein there is no Drudgery, no Di- 
ſtempers, no Old Age, where in the Fields 
grow no Daffadillies, Mallows, Onions, Peaſe, 
Beans, or ſuch kind of Traſh, but there give 
equal Divertiſement to our Sight and Smel- 
ing, Rue, All-heal, Bugloſs, Marjoram, Herb 
of T ife, Roſes, Violets, Hyacinth, and ſuch 
like Fragrances as perfume the Gardens of 
Adonis. And being Born amongſt theſe De- 
lights, I did not, like other Infants, come 
crying into the World; but perk'd up, and 
laugh'd: immediately in my Mother's u l 


„ . 2 
And there is no Reaſon I ſhould Envy one 


or having a [F 16. IV.] She-Goat to his 
urſe, fince I were more creditably ſuckled 


bx y Two jolly Nymphs ; the Name of the firſt 
d LEP9]] ÞD.>.- Þ=O:_ AO === nm 
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Drunkennefs, one of Bacchus's Off-ſpring, the 
her, Ignorance, the Daughter of Pan; both 
hich you may here behold among ſeveral. 
thers of my Train and Attendants, whoſe 
icular Names, if you would fain * 
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2 temperance, the other Sound Sleep. By the 


* 
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Neri 3 
P11 give you in ſhort. This, who goes with! 
4 mincing Gate, and holds up her Head ſof 
high, is Se, Love. She that looks fo-Spruce, ſi 
and makes ſuch a Noiſe and Buſtle, iſ 
Hlattery. That other, which fits hum-drum, 
as if ſhe were half aſleep, is call'd Forget 
fulneſs. She that leans on her Elbow, and 
ſometimes yawningly ftretches out her Arms, 
is Lazimeſs. This that wears a plighted 
Garland of Flowers, and ſmells ſo Perfumed, 
is Pleaſure. The other, which appears in {| 
ſmooth a Skin, and pampered-up. Fleſh, i 
Senſuality. She that ſtares ſo wildly, and 
rouls about her Eyes, is Madneſr, As to 
thoſe Two Gods whom you ſee playing +M 
mong the Laſſes the Name of the one is 1: 


Help and Service of this Retinue I bring all 
Things under the Verge of my Power, lord 
ing it over the greateſt Kings and Potentates 
You have now; heard of my Deſcent, mi 
Education, and my Attendance 3 that I ma 
not be taxed as preſumptuous in borrowin 
the Title of a Goddeſs, I come now in thi 
next Place to acquaint you what obliging F: 
vours I every where beſtow, and how large! 
my Jurisdiction extends: For if, as one hay 
ingenuoully noted, to be a God is no oth 
than to be a Benefattor to Mankind; and 
they have been thought deſervedly Deifie 
who have Invented the Uſe of Wine, Conf 
or any other Convenience for the Wellbeing 
of Mortals, why may not I juſtly bear tit 
Van among the whole Troop of Gods, whi 
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n all, and toward all, exert an unparallel d 
Bounty and Beneficence ? | 


For Inſtance, in the firſt Place, what can 
e more Dear and Precious than Life itſelf ? 
Wind yet for this are none beholden, ſave tome 


. one. For it is neither the Spear of throughly- 


2 ; degotten Pallas, nor the Buckler of Cloud- 


athering ove, that l and propa- 


J rates Mankind : 8 But that 
ie Univerſe, who at a diſpleaſing Nod makes 
leaven itſelf to tremble, he (I ſay) muſt lay 


| 


1000 
it | 


| 


eo Goats, ) yet at leaſt he 
Emooth up his Brow, relinquiſh his rigid Te- 
Wnets, [F 1d. V.] and in Deſpite of Prejudice 
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rime Father of 


fide his frightful Enſigns of Majeſty, and 


ut away that grim Aſpect wherewith he 
akes the other Gods to quake, and Stage- 
hyer-like, muſt alter his uſual Character, if 
e would: do that, the doing whereof he can- 


ot refrain from, -& 48. Getting of Children. 
he next Place to the Gods is challenged 
y the Stoicks; but give me one as Stoical as 


Wll-nature can make him, and if I do not pre- 


ail on him to part with his Beard, that Buſh 
of. Wiſdom, (though no other Ornament than 
hat Nature in more _—_ manner has given 

ſhall lay by his Gravity, 


become ſenſible of ſome Paſſion in wanton 


Sport and Nallying. In a Word, this Dicta- 
tor of Wiſdom ſhall be glad to take Folly 


for his Diverſion, if ever he would arrive to 


the Honour of a Father. And why ſhould 
| not tell my Story out? To proceed then: Is 
it the Head, the Face, the Breaſts, the Hands, 
the Ears, or.other more comely Parts, that 
ſerve for Inſtruments of Generation? I -trow 
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12 A-PANEGYRICES : 
not, but it is that Member of our Body whic = 
is ſo odd and uncouth as can ſcarce be men ! 
tioned. without a Smile. This Part, I fay, it 
that Fountain of J ife, from which original e 
ſpring all Things in a truer Senſe than from 
the Elemental Seminary. Add to this, wha a 
Man would be ſo filly as to run his Head t. 
into the Collar of a Matramonzal Nooſe, ii g 
(as wiſe Men are wont to. do) he had before a 
hand duly conſider d the Inconveniences of b 
d 
b 


Wedded Life ? Or indeed what Woman would 


open her Arms to receive the Embraces of: 


Husband, if ſhe did but forecaſt the Pang p 
of Child-birth, and the Plague of being t! 
Nurſe ? Since then you owe your Birth to the ſe 
| Bride-bed, and (what was Preparatory u ot 
that) the Solemnizing of Marriage to my Wait T 
ing-woman- Aſadneſs, you cannot but acknowF f 
| ledge how much you are indebted to me. x 
Beſide, thoſe who had once dearly bought the ec: 
Experience of their Folly, would never ref A 
engage themſelves in the ſame Intanglemen in 


by a Second Match, if it were not occaſion d 
by the Forgetfulneſs of paſt Dangers. And 
Venus herſelf (whatever Lucretius pretends 

to the contrary) cannot deny, but that, with 
out my Aſſiſtance, her Procreative Power 
would prove weak and ineffectual. It was 
from my ſportive and tickling Recreation that 
proceeded the Old Crabbed Philoſophers, and 
thoſe who now ſuppiy their Stead, the mor 
tified Monks and Friars 3 as alſo Kings, 
- Prieſts, and Popes, nay, the whole Tribe of Po 
etick Gods, ee at laſt grown ſo nume 

raus, as in the Camp of Heaven (though 
2 PL "mea 


: upon FO ELT. 13 
ne er ſo ſpacious) to jaſtie for Elbow- room. 
But it is not ſufficient to have made it appear, 
that I am the Source and Original of all Life, 
except I likewiſe ſhew that all the Benefits of 
Life are equally at my Diſpoſal. And what 
are ſuch ? Why, can any one be ſaid properl 

to live to whom Pleaſure is denied? You'll 
give me your Aſſent; for there is none I know 
among you ſo wiſe ſhall I ſay, or fo filly, as to 
be of a contrary Opinion. The Stoicks in- 
deed contemn, and pretend to baniſh Pleaſure z 
but this is only a diſſembling Trick, and 2 
putting the Vulgar out of Conceit with it, 
that they may more quietly engroſs it to them- 
ſelves : But I dare them now to confeſs what 
one Stage of Life is not Melancholly, Dull, 
Tireſome, Tedious and Uneafie, unleſs we 
| ſpice: it with Pleaſure, that Hautgouſt of 
'0LLY. Of the Truth whereof the never 


I enough to be commended Sophocles is ſufficient 


Authority, Who gives me the higheſt Character 
in that Sentence of his, Om 


To know nothing 25 the ſaveeteſl Lzfe. 


Ver abating from this, let us examine the 
| Caſe more narrowly. Who knows not that 
the firſt Scene of Infancy is far the moſt plea- 
ſant and delightſome:? What then is it in 
Children that makes us io kiſs, hug and play 
with them, and that the Bloodieſt Enemy can 
| ſcarce have the Heart to hurt them, but their 
Ingredience of Innocence and Folly, of which 
Nature out of Providence did purpoſely 
compound and blend their tender 17 15 

Fi. 
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rie. VI Tant * frank Return of Pleaſure 
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they der 8 ſome Sort of Aeon for 
*their Parents Trouble, and give in Caution as 
it were for the Diſcharge of a future Edu- 
cation ? The next Advance from Childhood is 
Touth, and how favourably is this dealt with? 
How kind, courteous and reſpectful are all to 
it? And how ready to become ſerviceable 
upon all Occaſions ? And whence reaps it this 
Tar? ? Whence indeed but from . 
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only, by whoſe Procurement it is furniſhd with 


little of Wiſdom, and ſo with the leſs of Diſ- 
quiet? And when once Lads begin to grow 


up, and attempt to write May, their Prettineſs 
does then ſoon decay, | their Briskneſs fla 8, 


their Humeurs ſtagnate, their Jollity ceaſes, 


and their Blood grows cold; and the farther 


they proceed in ears, the more they go 


backward in the Enjoyment of themſelves, 


till waſpiſh Old Age comes on, a Burthen to 
itſelf as well as others, and that fo aol One 
4 as none would bear the Weight of, 
un 


unleſs out of Pity to their Sufferings. I again 


intervene, and lend a Helping-hand, aſſiſting 


them at a dead Lift, in the ſame Method 
the Poets feign their Gods to ſuccour dying 
Men, by transforming them into New Crea- 


tures, which I do by bringing them back, after 
they have e the Grave, 1 * 
Infancy again; ſo as there is a great deal of 
Truth couch'd in that Old Proverb, Once an 


Oldl Man J and Twice a Child. Now if any 


one be curious to underſtand what Courſe I take 


to effect this Alteration, my Method is this: 


I bring them to my Well of PForgerfulneſr, 
(the Fountain whereof is in the Fortunate 
Handi, and the River Lethe in Hell but a 
fmall Stream of it,) and whenthey have there 


ſill'd their Bellies full, and waſh'd down Care, 
by the Virtue: and Operation whereof they 


become Young again: Ay, but (lay you) they 


meerly date, and play the Fool: Why yes, this is 
what I mean by growing Young again: For what 
elſe is it to be a Child than to be a Fool and an 


Idiot ? It ische being ſuch that makes that Age 


ſo acceptable: For who does not eſteem it ſome-- 


2 what 


— e 


16 A PANEGYRICK 
what Ominous to ſee a Boy endow'd with the 
Diſcretion of a Man, and therefore for the 
_ Curbing of too forward Parts we have 2 
diſparaging Proverb, Soon ripe, ſoon rotten? 
And farther, who would keep Company, or 
have any thing to do with ſuch an Old Blade, 
as, after the Wear and Harrowing of fo ma- 
ny Years, ſhould yet continue of as clear a 
Head and ſound a Judgment as he had at any 
time been in his Middle-Age; and therefore 
it is a great Kindneſs of me that Old Men 
grow Fools, ſince it is hereby only. that they 
are freed from ſuch Vexations as would tor- 
ment them if they were more Wzſe: They 
can drink briskly, bear up ſtoutly, and light- 
Iy paſs over ſuch Infirmities, as a far ſtronger 
* could ſcarce maſter. Sometime, 
with the Old Fellow in- Plautus, they are 
brought back to their Horn- book again, to learn 
to ſpell their Fortune in Love. Moſt wretched 
would they needs be if they had but Wit e- 
nough to be ſenſible of their hard Condition; 
but, by my Aſſiſtance, they carry off all well, 
and to their reſpective Friends approve them- 
ſelves good, ſociable, jolly Companions. Thus 
Homer makes Aged Neſtor fam'd for a ſmooth 
oily-tongu'd Orator, while the Delivery of 
Achilles was but rough, harſh and heſitant; 
and the ſame Poet elſewhere tells us of Old 
Men that ſate on the Walls, and ſpake with a 
great deal of Flouriſh and Elegance. And in 
this Point indeed they ſurpaſs and outgo Chil- 
dren, who are pretty forward in a ſoftly in- 
nocent Prattle, but otherwiſe are too much 
'Tongue-ty'd,. and want the other's moſt ac- 
Td | | *.. : *;-,," ceptadle 
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* Þ Feptable Embelliſhment of a perpetual Talba- 
bene. Add to this, that Old Men love to 
: be playing with Children, and Children de- 
ight as much in them, to verifie the Proverb, 


bat Birds of a Feather flock together. And 
Indeed what difference can be diſcern'd between 
em, but that the one is more furrow'd with 
Wrinkles, and has ſeen a little more of the 
World than the others? For otherwiſe their 
IWhitiſh Hair, their Want of Teeth, their” 
"Bmalneſs: of Stature, their Milk Diet, their 
Bald Crowns, their Pratling, their Playing, 
their ſhort Memory, their Heedleſneſs, and all 
their other Endowments; exactly agree; and 
the more they advance in Years, the nearer 
they come back to their Cradle, till, like 
Children indeed, at laſt they depart the World, 
without any Remorſe at the Tools of Life, or 
| Wenſe of the Pangs of Deaen. 
Ap now let any one compare the Excel - 
Hency of my Metamorphoſing Power to that 
which Ovid attributes to the Gods; their 
ſtrange Feats in ſome drunken Paſſions we will 
ſomit for their Credit ſake, and inſtance only in 
Much” Perſons as they pretend great K indneſſes 
for: Theſe are transform'd into Trees, Birds, 
Unſects, and ſometimes Serpents ; but alas, 
their very Change into ſomewhat elſe argues 
the: Deſtruction of what they: were before; 
whereas I can reſtore the ſame numerical Man 
e his priſtine State of Youth, Health and 
Brrength : Lea, what is more, if Men would 
Put ſo far conſult their own Intereſt, as to dif-- 
ard i all Thoughts of Wiſdom, and entirely, 
| Fobign themſelves to my Guidance and Conduct) 
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Old Age ſhould, be a Paradox, and each Man's 
Years a. perpetual Spring. For look how your 
hard plodding Students, by: a cloſe ſedentary 
Conſinement to their Books, grow ,mopiſh, 
pale and meagre, as if, by a continual Wrack 
of Brains, and Torture of Invention, their 


Veins: were pump'd;dry, and their whole Body | 
queez d ſapleſs; whereas my Followers are 


ſmooth, plump and buckſome, and altogether | 


as luſty as fo many. Bacon-Hogs, or Sucking Þ 


Calves-; never in their Career of Pleaſure to | 


be arreſted with Old Age, if they. could but 
keep themſelves untainted from the Contage- 
ouſneſs of Wiſdom, with the Leprofie where- 
of if at any time they are infected it is only 
for Prevention, left they ſhould otherwiſe have 
heen too happy. is Srabe 


For 42 more ample Confirmation of the 


Truth of what foregocs, it is on all Sides 


conſeſs d, that Folly is the beſt Preſervative of 
Youth, and the mott effectual Antidote againſt Þ 


Age. And it is a Never-failing Obſervation 


made of the People of Brabant, that, contrary i ä 


more Ancient they grow, the more Fools they 


PR hs 


are; and there is not any one Country whoſe 


 Inbabitants enjoy themſelves Better; and rub: 


through the World with more Eaſe and Quiet. 
To theſe are nearly related, as well by A finity. 
of: Cuſtoms, as of Neighbourhood, my. Friends. 
the Hollanders : Mine I may well call them, 
for-they. ſtick ſo cloſe and loving to me, that 


they are ſtiled Fools to a Proverb, and yet 


| ſeorn to be aſhaam'd of their Name. Well, 


let fond Mortals go now in a needleſs . of. 
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upon FOLLY: Tg? 
ſome Medea, Circe, Fenus, or ſome enchanted' 
Fountain, for a Reftorative of Age, whereas | 
JT the Accurate Performance of this Feat lyes on- 1 
ly within the Ability of my Art and Skill. 'F 
Ix is I only, who have the Receipt of ma- 
king that Liquor wherewith' Aemnou's Daugh- 
ter lengthen'd out her Grandfather's declining 
Days: It is I that am that Venus, who fo 
: far reſtor d the languiſhing Phan, as to make 
Lapho fall deeply in Love. with his Beauty. 
Mine are thoſe Herbs, mine thoſe Charms, that 
not only lure back ſwift Time, when paſt and 
gone, but (what is more to be admired) clip 
its Wings, and prevent all farther Flight. 80 
then, if you will all agree to my Verdict, 
that nothing is more defirable than the be- 
ing Young, nor any thing more loathed than 
contemptible Old Age, you muſt needs ac- 
knowledge it is an . e e Obligation 
from me, for fencing off the One, and perpe- 
mating ms. M., ie t apron 
Bor why ſhould I confine my Diſcourſe to 
DE the narrow Subject of Mankind only? View 
the whole Heaven itſelf, and there tell me 
what one of that Divine Tribe would not be 
mean and deſpicable if my Name did not lend 
bim ſome Reſpect and Authority. Why is 
¶Sacchus always painted as a Hoang Man, 
[Fr. VII.] but only becauſe he is Freakiſn, 
Drunk and Mad, and ſpending: his. Time in 
1 Toping, Dancing, Masking aud Revelling, : 
ſeems: to have nothing in the leaſt to do with 
Wiſgom? Nay, ſo far is he from the Affecta- 
tion of. being accounted Wiſe, that he is content 
all the Rites of Devotion which are paid un- 
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witted Whipſter, that neither acts nor thinks 


being alway a laughing, if either we believe 


conſtantly in that Poſture. Add farther, to 


weren 
to him ſhould conſiſt of Apiſtineſs and Dro- 
lery: Farther, what Scoffs and Jeers did 
not the Old Comedians throw upon him? 0 


 fewiniſh Paunch-gut God, (ſay they) that 


Hnells rank of the Sty he was ſow'd 8 zu, and 
ſo on. But prethee who in his Caſe, alway 
Merry, - Youthful, ſoak'd in Wine, and drown'd 
in Pleaſures, who (I ſay) in ſuch a Caſe would 
change Conditions either with the lofty menace- 
looking Joe, the grave, yet timorous' Pay, 
the ſtately: Pallas, or indeed any one other 
of Heaven's Landlords? Why-is Cupid feign d 
as a: Boy, but only becauſe he is an Under 


any thing with Diſcretion ? Why is Venus 
ador'd: for the Mirrour of Beauty, but only 
becauſe ſhe and I claim Kindred, ſhe being 
of the ſame Complexion with my Father 
Plutus, and therefore call'd by Homer- the 
Colden Goddeſs : Beſide, . ſhe imitates me in 


the Poets, or their near Kinſmen the Paznter-,, 
the firſt Mentioning, the other Drawzng her 


what Deity» did the Romans pay a more Ce- 
remonial Reſpect than to Hora, that Bawd 


of Obſcenity? Arid if any one ſearch the Poets 


for an Hiſtorical Account of the Gods, he 
Mall find them all Famous for Lewd Pranks 
and Debaucheries. It is needleſs to inſiſt up- 


on the Miſcarriages of others, when the lea- 


cherous Intrigues of Fove himfelf are ſo noto- 
rious, and when the pretendedly chaſte Mana 


ſo oft unc loak' d her. Modeſty to run a Hunting 


after. her Beloved Eudimion. But III ſay no 


<< ss ße eee 
e = = 


lj 


— — — 


—— 
— — — — — — — — :; —— — — ——— — —— — — 
— 


# 


— 


* 
— 


"> 
; 
73 
T- 


Ep 7 | 

by -/ 
- , rr: e. 

—_ „. + A —— 


1 5 
/ Oh 
eee 
— e e7 


— 
_ erte: 
- 
4 


> >> => =» % 


— 2 


— 


— — 
F — 


— 


N 


2 n 
Wo 5 
D 


— 
— 2 


. Wd 


771 


is +» - 


2 


e owan gent On 5 — — == 
— — — * — - + . 


= 
— 
— 


— 7 2 N . 5 
erer z . "X NJ e N 
r "x | = * 
e | | . 

mm ” Tris , JD Q 
a@V > 


— 


——— = rr Sow pp en — poet 1 


9x MT 


> SS SS SSI SJIScC SSC. 


TI - 2 . 
— — 4 a 7 p 3 
gx 1 42 JI n — neo? * hr ., - >. — as — ** A FRE "TIO 


E Upon FeL xv. 21 
ore, for I had rather they ſhould be told of 
heir Faults by Momus, who was wont for- 
merly to ſting them with cloſe Reflections, 
ill nettled by his Abuſive Raillery, they 
EX ick'd him out of Heaven for his hav” 
pf daring to reprove ſuch as were beyond Cor- 
Scion: And now in his Baniſhment from Hea- 
Even he finds but cold Entertainment here on 
Farth, nay, is denied all Admittance into the 
Court of Princes, where notwithſtanding my 
Hand maid Flattery finds a moſt encouraging 
Welcome: But this petulant Monitor being 
thruſt out of Doors, the Gods can now more 
freely Rant and Revel, and take their whole 
8winge of Pleaſure. Now the beaſtly Priapus 
may recreate himſelf without ContradiCtion in 
Luſt and Filthineſs; now the fly Mercury may, 
without Diſcovery, go on in his Thieveries, 
and nimble- finger d Juggles; the ſooty Vulcau 
may now renew his wonted Cuſtom 5 making 
the other Gods laugh by his Hopping ſo limp- 
ingly, and coming off with ſo many dry Jokes, 
and biting Repartees. Szlenns, the Cid doting 
Tover, to ſhew his Activity, may now Dance 
2 Frisking Jig, and the Nymphs be at the 
ſame Sport Naked. The Goatiſh Satyrs 
[FI. VIII.] may make up a merry Ball, and 
Pan, the Blind Harper, may put up his Bag- 
pipes, and ſing Bawdy Catches,. to which the 
> Gods, eſpecially when they are almoſt Drunk, 
* ſhall give a moſt profound Attention. But 
hy ſhould I any farther rip open and expoſe 
the Weakneſs of the Gods ? A: Weakneſs ſo 
Childiſh and Abſurd,. that no Man can at.the 
# lame time keep his Countenance,. and make a 
AB | Relation 
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Relation of it. Now therefore, like Homer; 
wandring Myſe, T'll take my Leave of Heaven, 
and come down again here Below, where we 
ſhall find nothing happy, nay, nothing tole.ſ 
rable, without my Preſence and Aſſiſtance 
And in the firſt place conſider how provident 
ly Nature has took Care that in all her Work 
hens ſhould be ſome piquant Smack and Re. 
liſh of Folly : For fince the Srozcks define 
Wiſdom to be conducted by Reaſon, and Folly 

ranked by Paſſun® 
leſt our Life ſhould otherwiſe have been too dull 


nothing elſe but the being 


and unactive, that Creator, whoout of Clay fir 


tempered and made us up, put into the Compo 
fition of our Humanity l a — | 
Paſſions to an Ounce of Reaſon; and Reaſon he 
eonſined within the narrow Cells of the Brain 
whereas he left Paſſions the whole Body wi 


range in. Farther, he ſet up Two ſturch 


Champions to ftand perpetually on the Guard, 
that Reaſon might make no Aſſault, Surprize, 


nor Inroad: Anger, which keeps its Station 


in the Fortreſs of the Heart; and Luſt, which 


like the Signs Virgo and Scorpio, rules the 


"Belly and Secret Members. Againſt the For 
ces of theſe Two Warriors how unable i 


| Reaſon to bear up and withſtand every Day: 


Experience does abundantly witneſs ; while, 


let Reaſon be never ſo importunate in -urging 
and reinforcing her Admonitions to Virtue, 


yet the Paſſions bear all before them, and by 


the leaſt Offer of Curb or Reſtraint grow but 
more imperious, till Reaſon itſelf, for Quiet 


neſs ſake, is forced to deſiſt from all farther 


_ Remonſtrance. But becauſe it ſeem d © expe i 


dient 


upon FOLLY. 23 
eri dient that Man, who was Bern for the Tranſ- 
yen, action of Buſineſs, ſhould have ſo much Wiſ- 
we dom as ſhould fit and capacitate him for the 
ole. Diſcharge of his Duty herein, and yet leſt. 
nce. WW ſuck a Meaſure as is requiſite for this E 
ent might prove too dangerous and fatal, I were 
ra adviſed with for an Antidote, who preſcrib'd 
Re. this Infallible Receipt of rating a Wife, a 
fine Creature ſo harmleſs and filly, and yet ſo uſeful 
oh and convenient, as might mollifie and make 1 
01. pliable the Stiffneſs and moroſe Humour of +1} 


dul Man. Now that which made Plato doubt 
fit under what Genus to rank Woman, whether 
Ipo among Brutes or Rational Creatures, was 
| oF only meant to denote the extream Stupidneſs 
ahbe and Folly of that Sex; a Sex ſo unalterably 
ain Simple, that for any of them to thruſt for- 
— and reach at the Name of Viſe, is but 
ch to make themſelves the more remarkable 
arch Fools, ſuch an Endeavour, being but a ſwimmin 
12e,W againft the Stream, nay, a turning the Courſe 
on of Nature, the bare Attempting whereof is 
| as extravagant as the effecting of it is im- 
the poſſible : For as it is a trite Proverb, That an 
or Ape will be an Ape, tho clad in Purple; fo 
> 1 4 Woman will be a Woman 27. e. a Fool, 
ays whatever Diſguiſe ſhe takes up. And yet 
ile there is no Reaſon Women ſhould take it 
ing amiſs to be thus charged; for if they do but 
ue rightly confider they'll find that it is to Folly 
by they are beholden for thoſe Endowments 
but wherein they ſo far ſurpaſs and excel Man, as 
jet firſt, for their unparallell'd Beauty, by the 
ber Charm whereof they tyrannize over the greateſt 
pe Tyrants : For what is it but too great a * 


24 A PANEGYRECK. 
of Wiſdom that makes Men ſo tawny and 
thick-skinn'd, ſo rough and prick! -bearded, 
like an Emblem of Winter, or Old Age, 
while Women have ſuch dainty ſmooth Cheeks, 
ſuch a low gentle Voice, and ſo pure a Com. 
plexion, as if Nature had drawn them for 
 Randing Pattern of all Symetry and Come. 
lineſs; Beſide, what greater or juſter Aim 
and Ambition have they than to pleaſe theirÞ 
Husbands ? In order whereunto they garniſh 
themſelves with Paint, Waſhes, Curls, Per- 
fumes, and all other Myſteries of Ornament; 
yet after all they become acceptable to them 
only for their Folly. Wives are always 
allow'd their Humour, yet it is only in Ex- 
change for Titillation and Pleaſure, which Þ 
indeed are but other Names for Folly; as 
none can deny, who conſiders how a Man muſt 
hug, and dandle, and kittle, and play a Hun- 
dred little Tricks with his Bedfellow, [F 16. 
IX.] when he is diſpoſed to make that Le of 
her that Nature deſign'd her for. Well then, 


you ſee whence that greateſt Pleaſure (to | 


which Modefty ſcarce allows a Name) ſprings | 
and proceeds. 38 
Bur now ſome blood-chill'd Old Men, 
that are more for Vine than Wenching, will 
retend that in their Opinion the greateſt 
appineſs conſiſts in Feaſting and Drinking. 
Grant it be ſo; yet certainly in the moſt luxu- 
rious Entertainments it is Folly muſt give the 
Sauce and Reliſh to the daintieſt Cates and 
Delicacies; ſo that if there be no one of the 
Gueſts naturally Fool enough to be play'd 
upon by the reſt, they muſt procure ſome 
| - . comical 


V whole Mi 
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comical Buffoon, that by his Jokes, andFlouts, 
and Blunders, ſhall — 000 hole Company 


* themſelves with Laughing: For to what 
u 


rpoſe were it to be ſtuff d and cramm'd with 

fo many dainty Bits, ſavoury. Diſhes, and 
toothſome Rarities, if after all this Epicuriſm 
of Ta the Eyes, the Ears, and the - 
of Man, were not as well foſter d 

and relieved with Laughing, Jeſting, and 


| ſuch like Divertiſements, which like Second7“ 


Courſes ſerve for the promoting of Digeſtion? 


© And as to all thoſe Shooing-horns of Drunken. 


neſs, the keeping every one his Man, the 


} throwing Hey-jinks, the filling of Bumpers, the 


drinking Two in a Hand, the beginning of 


| Miſtrefles Healths; and then the roaring out 


of drunken Catches, the calling in a Fiddler, 


the leading out every one his Lady to Dance, 


nnd ſuch like Riotous Paſtimes, theſe were 


| be preferr'd W 6 other Acquirements 5 


not Taught or Dictated by any of the Wiſe 
Men of - Greece, but of Gorham rather, being 
my Invention, and by me preſcribed as the beſt 


Preſervative of Health: Each of which, the. 
more Ridiculous it is, the more Welcome it 


finds. And indeed to jog ſleepingly through 
the World in a . Melancholly Peſture 


cannot properly be ſaid to Live, but ta be 
| wound up as it were in a Winding-Sheet be- 


fore we are Dead, and ſo to be ſhuffled Quick 
into a Grave, and Buried Alzve. 
Bur there are yet others perhaps that have 


no Guſt in this Sort of Pleaſure, but place 


their greateſt Content in the Enjoyment of 
Friends, telling us that true Friendſhip is to 


that 


— 
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very Elements could not long ſubſiſt without 
_ natural Combination ; ſo pleaſant, that it 
affords as warm an Influence as the Sun itſelf; | 
| ſohoneſt, (if Honeſty in this Caſe deſerve any | 
Confideration,) that the very Philoſophers have | 
not ſtuck to place this as one among the reſt 
of their different Sentiments of the chiefeſt 
Good. But what if I make it appear that I 
Alſo am the main Spring and Original of this 
Endearment ? Yes, I can eafily demonſtrate it, 
and that not by crabbed Syllogiſms, or a 
crooked and unintelligible Way of Arguing, 
but can make it (as the Proverb goes) as plain 
as the Noſe in your. Face. Well then, to 
ſcratch and curry one another, to wink at a 
Friends Faults ; nay, to: cry up ſome Failings 
for virtuous and commendable, is not this the 
next Door to the being a Fool? When One 
looking ſtedfaſtly in his Miſtreſs's Face admires 
2 Mole as much as a Beauty-Spot; when ano- 
ther {wears his Lady's Stinking Breath is moſt 
redolent Perfume; and at another time the 
fond Parent hugs the Squint-eyed Child, and 
retends it is rather a Becoming Glance and 
Winning Aſpect than any Blemiſh : of the 
Eye-Sight, what is all this but the very Height 
of Folly ? Folly (I fay) that both makes 
Friends, and keeps them fo. I ſpeak of Mortal | 
Men only, among whom there are none but | 
have ſome ſmall Faults; he is moſt happy that | 
has feweſt. If we paſs to the Gods, we ſhall find | 
chat they have ſo much of Wiſdom, as they | 
have very little of Friendſhip; - nay, nothing | 
af that which is true and hearty. The Reaſon | 
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why Men make a greater Improvement in this 
Virtue, is only becaufe they are more Credu- 


 lous and Eafie-natur'd; for Friends muſt. be 


of the ſame Humour and Inclinations, too, or 
elſe the League of. Amity,: though made with 
never ſo many Proteſtations, wilt beſoon broke. 
Thus grave and moroſe Men ſeldom prove faſt 
Friends; they are too captious and cenſorious, 
and will not bear with one another's Infirmi- 
ties; they are as Eagle-fighted as may be in 


the Eſpial of others Fauits, while they wink 
upon themſelves, and never mind the Beam in 


their own Eyes. In ſhort, Man being by Nature 
ſoprone to Frailties, ſo Humourſome and Croſs- 
grain'd, and ſo guilty of ſo many Slips and 
Miſcartiages, there could be no firm Friendſhip 
contracted, except there be ſuch an Allowance 
made for each other's Defaults, which the 
Greeks term Eugen, and we may conſtrue 
Good Nature, which is but another Word for 
Folly. And what? Is not Cupid, that firſt 


| Father of all Relation, is not he #iark Blind, 
that as he cannot himſelf diſtinguiſh of Co- 


lours, ſo he would make us as Mope-eyed in 
Judging * all Love-Concerns, and wheedle 
us into's Thinking that we are alway in the 


Right? Thus every Jack ſticks to his own 
Jill, every Tinker eſteems his own Trull, and 
. the Hob-nailed Suitor prefers Joan the Milk- 


maid before any of my Lady's Daughters. 
Theſe Things are true, and are ordinarily 


laugh'd at, and yet however ridiculous they 


ſeem, it is hence only that all Societies receive: 


_their Cement and Conſolidation, 


D-2. 
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Tux ſame which has been faid of Friend 
mip is much more applicable to a Srate of 
Marriage, which is but the higheſt Advance 
and Improvement of Friendſhip in the cloſeſt | 
Bond of Union. Good God! at frequent | 
Divorces, or worſe Miſchief, would oft ſadly | 
Happen, except Man and Wife were ſo Diſcreet | 
as to paſs over light Occafions of Quarrel 
with * pore Jeſting, Diflembling, and 

ſuch like Playing the Fool? Nay, how few 
Matches would go forward, if the haſty Lover 
did but firſt know how many little Tricks of 
Luſt and Wantonneſs (and pe more groſs 
Failings) his Coy and ſeemingly Baſhful 
Miſtreſs had oft before been guilty of? And 
how fewerMarriages, when conſummated, would 


_ xoutinue happy, if the Husband were not either 


ſottiſnly inſenſible of, or did not ſely 
wink at and paſs over the Lightneſs and For- 
wardneſs of his Good-naturd Wife? This 
Peace and Quietneſs is owing to-my Manage- 


ment, for there would otherwiſe be continual 
Jarrs, and Broils, and Mad Doings, if want 


of Wit only did not at the ſame time make a 


contented Cuckold and a ftill Houſe; if the 


Cuckow Sing at the Back-door, the unthink- 
ing Cornute takes notice of the unlucky Omen 
of. other Eggs being laid in hes own Neſt, 


hut laughs it over, [F1c. X.] kiſſes his Dear 


Spouſe, and all is well. And indeed it is 


much better patiently. to be ſuch a hen-peck'd 


Frigot, than alway to be wrack'd and tortur'd 
with the grating Surmiſes of Sufſpicion- and 
Jealouſie. In fine, there is no one Society, 
no one Relation Men ſtand in, would be com- 


fortable, | 


i . 
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| upon F Ol. v. 29 
fortable, or indeed tolerable, without my. 
Aſſiſtance; there could be no right Under- 
| ſanding betwixt Prince and People, Lord and 
Servant, Tutor and Pupil, Friend and Friend, 
Man and- Wife, Buyer and Seller, or any Per- 

ſon however otherwiſe related, if they did not- 
| cowardly put up ſmall, A buſes, ſneakingly: 
Cringe and Submit, or after all fawningly: 

Scratch and Flatter each other. This you 11 
ſay is much, but you ſhall yet hear what is* 
more; tell me then, can any one love another 
that firſt hates himſelf? Is it likely any one 
ſhould agree with-a Friend that is firſt fallen 


cout with his own Judgment? Or is it probable- 


he ſhould be any Way pleafing to another. 
who is a ual Plague and Treuble to 
| himſelf? This is ſuch a Paradox that none 
can be ſo mad as to- maintain. Well, but if 
Jam excluded and barr d out, every Man would 
| be ſo far from being able to bear wick others, 
that he would be Burdenſome to himſelf, and 
conſequently uncapable of any Eaſe or Sati(-- 


faction. Nature, that toward ſome of her- 


Products plays the Stepmother rather than the- 


indulgent Parent, has endowed ſome Men wih 


that unhappy. Peeviſhnels of Diſpofition, as to · 
nauſeate and diſlike whatever is their o.. 
and much admire what belongs to other Fer- 
| ſons, ſo as they cannot in any wiſe enjoy Wwhar 
their Birth or Fortunes has - beſtowed up 
them: For what Grace 1s there in the greateit: 
Beauty, if it be alway clouded with -Ezawn-+ 
| and Sullenneſs ? Or what. Vigour in- Touch 
if it be harraſſed-with a pettiſh, dogged, a. 

piſh, ill Humour? None ſure. Nor- indeed 
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ean there be any creditable Acquitment of our 
felves in any one Station of Life, but we ſhould 
fink without Reſcue into Miſery and Deſpair, 
xf we. were not buoyed up and ſupported by 
Fel Love, which is but the Eldeſt Siſter (as 
it were) of Folly, and her own conſtant Friend 
and Aſſiſtant. For what is or can be more 
Silly chan to be Lovers and Admirers of our 
felves ? And yet if it were not ſo there will 
be no reliſh to any Words or Actions. Take 
away this one Property of a Fool, and the 
Orator ſhall become as Dumb and Silent as 
the Pulpit he ſtands in; the Muſician ' ſhall 
up his untoucht Inſtruments en the Wall; 

the 1 Actors ſhall be hiſs d off the 
Stage ; the Poet ſhall be burleſqu'd upon with 
his own dopgrel Rhimes; the Painter ſhalt 
Rimſelf vaniſh into an imaginary: Landskip-;; 
and the Phyfician ſhall want Food more than 
his Patients do Phyſick. In ſhort, without 
Se, Love, inſtead of Beautiful, you ſniall think 
your {elf an Old Beldam of Fourſcore'; in- 
ſtead of Louthful, you. ſhall ſeem juſt dropping 
into the Grave; inſtead of Flequent, a meer 
Stammerer; and in lieu of Gentile and Com- 
plaiſant, you ſhall appear like a downright 
_ Country-Clown.; it being ſo neceffary that 
every one ſhould think well of himſelf before 
ke can expect the Good” Opinion of others. 
Finally, when it is the main and eſſential 
Dart of Happineſs to defire to be no other than 
what we already are; this Expedient is again 
wholly. owing to Se Love, which ſo fluſhes 
Mien with a good Conceit of their- own, that 
nor one repents ef his Shape, of his. agg 
ha 19 — | 
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u FOLLY,: > 3 
xis Education, or of his Country; ſo as the 
dirty half dfown'd Hollander would not re- 
move into the Pleaſant Plains of 7raly, the 
rude Thraoi an would not change his Boggy 
Soil for the beſt Seat in Arhers, nor the 
brutiſh Svyt hian quit his Thorny Deſarts to 
become an Inhabitant of the Forrunare Iſlands. 
And Oh the incomparable* Contrivance of 

Nature, who has ordered all Things in fo 
even a Method, that where-ever The ks been 
leſs Bountiful in her Gifts, there ſhe makes 
it up with a larger Doſe of Seh, Love, which 
ſupplies the former Defects, and makes all 
even. To enlarge farthler, I may well pre⸗ 
fame to aver, that there are no confiderable 
Exploits performed, no uſeful Arts invented, 


* 


but what k am the reſpective Author and Ma- 
nager ef: As firſt, what is more Lofty and 
Heroical than War? And yet, what is more 
Fooliſh: than for ſome petty, trivial Affront to 
take ſuch a Revenge as both Sides ſhall be 
fire to be Looſers, and where the Quarrel muſt 
be decided at the Price of ſo many Limbs and | 
Lives? And when they come to an Engagement. 
what Service can be done by ſuch? Pale ed =_ 
Students, as by Drudging at the Oars of Wiſ- UP 
| dom, have ſpent all their Strength and Acti- 
vity? No, the only Uſe. is of blunt ſturdy 
Fellows that have little of Wit, and ſo the 
| more of Reſolution; except yo would make 
a Soldier of ſuch another Demoſtllenes as threw 
down his Arms as ſoon as he came within. 
Sight of the Enemy, and loſt that Credit in 
t che Camp which he gained in the Pulpit. 
f I But Counſel, Deliberation and Advice, (ay! 


is. you,). 
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u, are very neceſſary for the Management the 
T War: Very true, but not ſuch Counſel as f 
ſhall be preſcribed by the ſtrict Rules of Wiſ. 
dom and Juftice ; for. a Battel.ſhall 1. more 


ſucceſsfully fought by Servi | 
Bailiff, . Padders,., — I and 


ſuch like Tag-rags "Mankind; than by 
the moſt. Accompliſh'd Philoſophers ; 3 which ; 
laſt, how unhappy they are in the Manage- 
ment of ſuch Concerns, .Socrates (by the Oral 
adjudg'd to be the Wiſeſt of Mortals) is a no- 
table Example; who when he appeared in the 
Attempt of ſome publick . Performance before Il * 
a People, he faultered in the firſt Onſet, N} 
1 never recover himſelf, but was 
e and hiſſed Home again: Let this 
Philoſopher was the leſs a Fool for refuſing 
the. * -of Wile, and not accepti - 
the Oracles — , z as alſo for adviſin 
that no Philoſophers ſhould have any Hand 
in the pra of the Commonwealth 3. 
he ſhould have likewiſe. at the ſame time 
added _—_ the ſhould be baniſhed all Human 
Society. what made this great Man 
poiſon abit to prevent the. Malice of. his. 
Accuſers ? What made him-the Inſtrument of. | 
his own Death, but only his. Exceſſibeneſs of 
Wiſdom ? Whereby, While he .was ſearching 
into the Nature of. Clouds, while he was 
2 and contemplating upon Idea's, while. 
was. . exerciſing his Geometry upon the. 
Meaſure of a F 8 and diving into the Receſſes 
of Nature for an Account how little Inſects, 
when 4 were ſo ſmall, could make ſo great 
a:Buz Hum ; * was intent 5 — | 
| theſe: 


cheſe Fooleries he minded nothing of the 
World, or its ordinary Concerns. . 
Nxx x to Socrates comes his Scholar Plato, 
Famous Orator indeed, that could be fo 
Idaſh'd out of Countenance by an Illiterate 
ERabble, as to Demur, and Hawk, and Heſitate, 
before he could get to the end of one ſhort 
Bentence. T heophraſius was ſuch another 
Coward, who beginning to make an Oration 
vas preſently ſtruck down with Fear, as if he 
had ſcen ſome Ghoſt, or Hobgoblin, Iſocrates 
was ſo Baſhful and Timerous, that though he 
Taught-Rhetorick, yet he could never have 
the Confidence to ſpeak in Publick. Cicero, 
chat Maſter of Roman Eloquence, was wont 
Ito begin his Speeches with a low. quivering 
Voice, juſt like a. Sabool. Boy, afraid of not 
xing his Leſſon perfect enough ta eſcape 
nbipping: And yet Fabius commends this 
Froperty of Tally as an Argument of a con- 
iiderate Orator, ſenſible of the Difficulty of 
ſacquitting himſelf with Credit: But what 
Jhereby does he more, than plainly confeſs that 
Wiſdom. is: but a Rub and Impediment to the 
well Management of any Affair? How would 
ſtheſe Heroes crouch, and ſhrink into nothing, 
Jat the Sight of drawn Storde, that are thus 
guaſh'd and ſtunn'd at the Delivery of Bart 
Amt:: nad; 4 0h 
| Now then let Plato's fine Sentence be 
cried up, that Happy are thoſe Commonmwealths 
where either 2 bers are elected Kings, 
or Kings turn Philbphers. Alas, this: is fo 
ar. from, being true, that if, we conſult all 


FTC 


, , . Ja 3h hc 


SB 


* F 


3 Ia att 


— 
4 1 
1 
* 
3 
7 
N : 
{ * 
= 1 
$4 
«| 
5 \ d, 
\ . 
= 
IT 
* 
- * 
3 — _ 
18 WY 
* J A 
14 : 
= 2 | 
$7 
"> 
0. f 4 
42S! 
=: 
7 8 
a 
þ > 
5 1 
= 
K 
7 
1 * 
M8 : 
- 7 
. 
1 
t R F 
1 | 
' 1 
N 11 
4 6 N 
= k 
b 8! j 
- : * 
- 
} ; 
14 
q 1 
77 
FL 
| 1 
I | 
K- 
7 14 . 
5 _—_— 
Fr - bs 
; a 
F 1. 
1 » o 
- - 1 
* 1 
f 
: 


Harangues of defending himſelf, and accuſing 
of the Loſs of the Peoples Liberty, while by 


improper Methods he pretended to maintain i: 
To theſe may be added Brutus, Caſſius, the 


Bene was to Athens : As likewiſe Mareut 


| being a Philoſopher ; and certainly he did nil 
do half that Kindneſs to his 2 e bi 


Succeſſor as his Son Commodus proved to be 


Marcus, though Bred at Athens, proved bit | 3 
a dull, infipid Soul; and Socrates his Chi ldre 


a Phraſe for their being Fools. However | 
were the more exeuſable, tho Wiſe Mena 
fo Aukward and Unhandy in the ordering d 
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Hiſtorians for an Account of paſt Ages, we ſhal 


find no Princes more Weak, nor any People] 


more Slaviſh and Wretched, than where the 
Adminiftration of Affairs fell on the Shoulder 


of ſome Learned Bookiſh Governour. Of the 
Truth whereof the Two Cato's are Exemplary 


Inſtances: The firſt of which Embroiled thef 
City, and tired out the Senate by his _tediowſi 


others; the younger was an unhappy Occafiaſi 


g 


Two Eracc hi, and Cicero himſelf, who was uo 
leſs Fatal to Rome, than his Parallel Demoſ 


Antoninus, whom we may allow to have been = 
a Good Emperor, yet the: leſs ſuch for hi E- 


own prudent Management of Affairs, as heli 
did Miſchief by leaving fuch a Degeneram 


But it is a common Obſervation, that A Mi I f 
Father has many times a Foolaſh Son, Nature: 


ſo contriving it, leſt the Taint of - Wiſdom 72 
like Hereditary Diſtempere, ſhould othervifff 


deſcend by Propagation. This | T#/ly's 8a 


——— 


had (as one ingeniouſly expreſſes it) more i 
the Mot her than hy. Father, LFI. XI. 
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worſe in the Management of their Ordinary 
p re much to ſeek : For place a formal W 
Man at a Feaſt, and he ſhall, either by his 


Humour, or by his frivolous Queſtions diſ- 
bblige and tire out all that fit near him. Call 
him out to Dance, and he ſhall move no more 
nimbly than a Camel: Invite him to any Pub- 
lick Performance, and by his very Looks he 
hall damp. the Mirth of all the SpeQators, 


land at la be forced, like Cato, to leave the 


Theatre, becauſe he cannot unſtarch his Gra- 


vity, nor put on a more pleaſant Countenance. 


If he be engaged in any Diſcourſe, he either 
breaks off abruptly, or tires out the Patience 
of the whole Company if he goes on: If he 
have any Contract, Sale, or Purchaſe to make, 
or any other Worldly Buſineſs to tranſact, he 
behaves himſelf more like a Senſeleſs Stock 


than a Rational Man; ſo as he can be of no 
Uſe nor Advantage to himſelf, to his Friends, 


for to his Country, becauſe: he knows nothing 


how the World goes, and is wholly unacquain- 


ted with the Humour of the Vulgar, who 
cannot but hate a Perſon ſo diſagreeing in 


Temper from themſelves. | 
A p indeed the whole Proceedings of the 
World are nothing but one continued Scene of 
Folly, all the Actors being equally Fools and 
Mad-men; and therefore if any be ſo Pragma- 
tically Wiſe as to be Singular, he muſt een 
turn a Second Timon, or Mar-hater, and by 
EMIT - 17/5 Fon retiring 


þ 


Þ blick Afairs,-if they were not as bad or 
nd Domeſtick Concerns ; but alas, here oy : 
S 


moroſe Silence put the whole Table out of 
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retiring into ſome unfrequented Deſart, bei 


come a Reclrnſe from all Mankind. 


Bor to return to what I firſt propoſel. 


What was it in the Infancy of the World tha 
made Men naturally Savage, Unite into Civilllf 


Societies, but only Hattery, one of the chiefe 
Virtues? For there is 1 elſe meant byffi 
the Fables of Amphion and Orpheus wid 


their Harps; the firſt making the Srones jump 


into a well-built Wall, the other inducing the 


Trees to pull their Legs out of the Ground, 


and Dance the Morrice after him. What wa 


it that quieted and appealed the Roman Pe 


ple, when they brake out into a Riot for thei 


Redreſs of Grievances ? Was it any finewy, 


Narch'd Oration ? No, alas, it was only 4 
filly, ridiculous Story, told by Menentus 
Agrzippa, how the other Members of the Body 
quarell'd with the Belly, reſolving no longer to 


continue her drudging Caterers, till by the 


Penance they thought thus in Revenge to inj- 
poſe they ſoon found their own Strength ſo far 
diminiſhed, that paying the Coſt of experien- 
cinga Miſtake, they willingly returned to their 
reſpective Duties, Thus when the Rabble 
of Athens murmured at the Exaction of the 
Magiſtrates, 7 hemzſtoctes ſatisfied them with 
ſuch another Tale of the Fox, and the Hedge. 
Hog ; the firſt whereof being ſtuck faſt in 2 

Miry Bog, the Flies came ſwarming about him, 
and almoſt ſuck'd out all his Blood, the latter 


 officiouſly offers his Service to drive them away 


no, ſays the Fox, iftheſe which are almoſt glutted 
be frighted off, there will come a new hungry 
Sett that will be Ten times more Greedy and 

_— | Devouring 
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Devouring: The Moral of this he meant ap- 
plicable to the People who if they had ſuch 
Magiſtrates removed as they complained of 
for Extortion, yet their Succeſſors would cer- 


tainly be worſe. - 


Wir nu what higheſt Advances of ran 


could Sertorius have kept the Barbarians fo 


well in Awe, as by a White Hart, which he 
ented to him by Dana, and 

rought him Intelligence of all his Enemies 
Deſigns? What was Lycrrgus his Grand Ar- 


gument for demonſtrating the Force of Educa- 


tion, but only the bringing out Two Whelps of 


the ſame Bitch, differently brought up, and 
placing before them a diſh, and a live Hare; 


the one, that had been bred to Hunting, ran 


after the Game; while the other, whoſe Ken- 
nel had been a Kitchen, preſently fell e, 5 


the Platter. Thus the before-mentione 
Sertorius made his Soldiers ſenſible that Wit 


and Contrivance would do more than bare 


Strength, by ſetting a couple of Men to the 
plucking off 'Two Horſes Tails ; the firſt pul- 
ling at all in one Handful, tugged in vain, 


while the other, though much the weaker, 
ſnatching off one by one, ſoon performed his 3 


. e Task. [FI 0. XII.] 
NS TAN C Es of like Nature are fino, 


King Numa, both which fooled the People 


into Obedience by a meer Cheat and Juggle; 
the firſt pretending he was adviſed by Ji 


ter, the latter by making the Vulgar believe 
he had the Goddeſs Ageria aſſiſtant to him 
in all Debates and Tranſactions. And indeed 
it is by ſuch Wheedles that the Common 

| E People 
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People are beſt gull'd and impoſed upod. 
Fon farther, what City would ever ſubmit 
to the rigorous Laws of Plato, to the ſevere 
Injunctions of Arz/totle ? Or the more unpracti- 
cable Tenets of Socrates? No, theſe would 
have been too ſtreight and gauling, there not 
being Allowance enough made for the Infir- 
miticsof che People. 15 

To paſs to another Head, what was it 
made the Deczz ſoforward to offer themſelves 
up as a Sacrifice for an Atonement to the 


Angry Gods, to reſcue and ſtipulate for their | 


indebted Country ? 

WuanarT made Curtius, on a like Occafion 
deſperately to throw away his Life, but only 
Vain-glory, that is condemn'd, and unanimouſll 
voted for a main Branch of Folly by all Wiſ: 
Men? What is more unreaſonable; and puſh, 
(ſay they) than for any Man, out of Ambition 
to ſome Office, to bow, and ſcrape, and cringe 
to the gaping Rabble, to purchaſe their Fa- 
vour by Bribes and Donatives, to have their 


Names cry'd up in the Streets, to be carry'd ö 


about as it were for a fine Sight upon the Shoul- 


ders of the Crowd, to have their Hfigiegs carved | 
in Braſs, and put up in the Market: place for a 


Monument of their Popularity? Add to this 
the Affectation of new Titles and Diſtinctive 
Badges of Honour; nay, the very Deifying 
of ſuch as were the molt Bloody Tuyrants. 


Theſe are ſo extreamly ridiculous, that there 


is need of more than one Democritus to'langh 
at em. And yet hence only have been 
occaſion'd thoſe Memorable Atchievements of 
Heroes, that have ſo much employ'd the Pens 
of many Laborious Writers. 1 
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icon FOLLY. 39 
Ix is Folly that, in a ſeveral Dreſs, governs 
Cities, appoints Magiſtrates, and ſupports Ju- 


dicatures; and, in ſhort, makes the whole 
. Courſe of a Man's Life a meer Childrens 


Play, and a worſe than Puſh-pin Diverſion. The 
Invention of all Arts and Sciences are likewiſe 
owing to the ſame Cauſe: For what ſedentary, 
thoughtful Men would have beat their Brains 


in the Search of new and unheard-of Myſte- 
ries, if not egg'd on by the bubbling Hopes of 


Credit and eg 2? They think a little 
olittering Fla 

Reward for all their Sweat, and Toil, and 
tedious Drudgery, while they that are ſup- 
poſedly more fooliſh reap Advantage of the 
others Labours. 


Ap now ſince I have made good my Title 


to Valour and Induſtry, what if I challenge 


am equal Share of Mſdlom? How! This (you'll 


ſay) is abſurd and contradictory; the Eaſt and 


Weſt may as ſoon ſhake Hands as 8 and 


Miſdom be reconciled. Well, but have a 
little Patience, and III warrant you LIl make 
out: my Claim. Firſt then, if Wiſdom (as 
muſt be confeſs d) is no more than 4 Readi- 


neſs of doing Good, and an + on Method 
of becoming ſerviceable to the World; to whom 


does this Vertue more properly belong? To 
the Wiſe Man, who partly out off Modeſty, 


partly out of Coward ite, can proceed reſolute- 
ly in no Attempt; or to the Fool; that goes 
over Head, Leaps before: he Looks; 


and ſo ventures thro the moſt hazardbus Un- 


dertaking without any Senſe or Proſpect of 


Danger. In the 9 Enterprize 
— gt & 2 
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40 A PANEGYRICK. 
the Wiſe Man ſhall run to conſult with his 
Books, and doze himſelf with poring upon ta 
muſty Authors, while the diſpatchful Fool ſhalt e 
ruſh bluntly on, and have done the Buſineſs, 
while the other is thinking of it. For the = 
Two greateſt Letts and Impediments to the 5 
Iſſue of any Performance are Modeſty, which 
caſts a Miſt before Mens Eyes, and Fear, which! 
makes them ſhrink back, and recede from any, 
Propoſal: Both theſe are Baniſh'd and Caſhierd . © 
by Folly, and in their ſtead ſuch a Habit of N 


Fool hardineſ introduc d, as mightily con- 14 
tributes to the Succeſs of all Enterprizes. * 
FAR TRHER, if you will have Wiſdom I wt 

} taken in the other Senſe, of being A r-ght im 
4 Fudemert of Things, you ſhall ſee how fhor: f. 
1 Wile Men fall of it in this Acceptation. 1 
FIRs x then, it is certain that all Things, Þ © 

1 like ſo many Janus's, carry a double Face, © 
or rather bear a falſe Aſpect, moſt Things ho 
1 being really in themſelves far different from [WW " 
what they are in Appearance to others : So as . 

that which at firſt Bluſh proves Alive, is in < 

truth Dead; and that again which appears as h 

Dead, at a nearer Review proves to be Alive: | 

Beautiful ſeems Ugly, Wealthy, Poor, Scan- 
dalous is thought Creditable, Profperous paſſes | © 

for Unlucky, Friendly for what is moſt Op- K 

pos and Innocent for what is Hurtful and * 
ernicious. In ſhort, if we change the Ta- 0 

bles, all Things are found placed in a quite 
different Poſture from what juſt before they | © 
appear'd to ſtand in. | y 


Ir this ſeem too darkly and unintelligibly 
expreſs d, I'll explain it by the In- 
5 | | | ance 


VB © 


npon FOLLY. 4 
ſtance of ſome Great King or Prince, whom 
every one ſhall 7 to ſwim in the Luxu- 
ry of Wealth, and to be a Powerful Lord and 
LNMaſter, when, alas, on the one Hand he has 
Poverty of Spirit enough to make him a meer 
Beggar, and on the other Side he is worſe than 
2 Galley-ſlave to his own Luſts and Paſſions. - 

Ir I had a mind farther to expatiate 1 
could enlarge upon ſeveral Inſtances of like 
Nature; but this one may at preſent ſuffice. - 
WIr, but what's the Meaning (will ſome * 
E ſay) of all this? Why, obferve the Applica- 
tion. If any one in a Play-houſe be ſo im- 
pertinent and rude as to rifle the Actors of 
| their borrow'd Gloaths, make them lay down 
the Character aflum'd, and force them to re- 

turn to their Naked Selves, would not ſuch a 
one wholly diſcompoſe and Spoil the Enter 
tainment? And wou'd he not deſerve to be 
hiſs d and thrown Stones at till the Pragma- 
tical Fool could learn better Manners? For | 
by ſuch a Diſturbance the whole Scene will! | 
be alterd : Such as acted the Men will per- 1 
| haps appear to be Nomen : He that was dreſs'd* 4d 

for a ung Brisk Lover, will be found a+ vi 
rough Old Fellow; and he that repreſented a 
King, will remain but a mean ordinary Ser- 1 
| 2:ng-Man. The laying Things thus open is“ 
Marring all the Sport, which conſiſts only in- 
| Counterfeit and: Diſguiſe. Now the World! 
is nothing elſe but ſuch” another Comeuy, 
where every one in the Tire: room is firſt Ha. 
bited ſuitably. to the Part he is to act; and 
as it is: ſucceſſively their Turn, out they come 
"2 the Stage, where he that now Perſongtes a 

EE Ede... © 
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Prince, [Fi 0. XIII. J ſhall in another Part Br 
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ef the ſame Play: alter his Dreſs, and become Sa 
a Beggar, all Things being in a Mask and: F 
Particular Diſguiſe, or otherwiſe. the Play n 
could never be preſented. Nou if there ſhould th 
ariſe any Starch d Formal Don, that would nc 
point at the ſeveral Actors, and tell how this, 

_ that ſeems a Petty God, is in truth worſe than a 

Sy | _ Brute, 


t rute, being made Captive to the Tyranny of 
Z Paſſion ; that the Other, who bears the Cha 
nter of a King, is indeed the moſt laviſh 
of Serving-men, in being ſubje& to the Maſter: 
© ſhip of Luſt and Senſuality ; that a Third, 
* who vaunts ſo much of his Pedigree, is no. 
better than a Baſtard for degenerating from 
Virtue, which ought to be of 
| deration in Heraldry, and ſo ſhall go on in 
| Expofing all the reſt; would not any one 
think fuch a Perſon quite Frantick, and ripe 
for Bedlam? For as nothing is more filly than 
Prepoſterous Wiſdom, fo is there nothing more 
* jndiſcreet than an Unreaſonable Reproof. And 
| therefore he is to be houted out of all Society 
that will not be pliable, conformable, and 
willing to ſuit his Humour with other Mens, 
remembring the Law of Clubs and Meetings, 
That he who will not do as the reſt muſt get 
him out of the Company. And it is certainly 
of Wiſdom for every one to 


1 


one great [ty co | 
| confider that 

he ſhould not pitch his ſoaring Thoughts be- 
| yond the Level of Mortality, but imp the 
Wings of his tow'ring Ambition and obligingly 
ſubmit and condeſcend to the Weakneſs of 

others, it being many times a Piece of Com- 

plaiſance to go out of the Road for Company's 

Sake. No, (ſay you) this is a grand Piece of 

| Folly: True, but yet all our Living is no 
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greateſt Conſi- 


is but a Man, and therefore 


more than ſuch kind of Fooling: Which 
though it may ſeem harſh to aſſert, yet it is 
not ſo ſtrange as true. 0 | 


Fow 
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44 A PANEGYRICK. 
Fox the better making it out it might per: 
haps be requiſite to Invoke the Aid of the 


Muſes, to whom the Poets devoutly apply 


themſelves upon far more ſlender Occaſions. 
Come then. and: aſſiſt, ye Heliconian Lafles: 
while I attempt to prove that there ts no Me- 


thod for an Arrival to Wifdom, and conſequent- 


Iy no Track to the Goal of Happineſs, . with- 

out the Inſtructions and Directions of Folly. 
Ap here, in the firſt place, it has been al- 

ready acknowledged, that all the Paſſions are 


Liſted under my Regiment, fince This is b 


reſolved to be the only Diſtinction betwixt a 
Wiſe Man and a Fool, that this latter is go- 
vern'd” by. Paſſion, , the other guided by Rea- 
ſon: And therefore the Stoicks look upon 
Paſſions : no- other than the Infection. and Ma- 
lady of the Soul, that diforders the Conſti- 


tution of the whole Man, and by putting the 
Spirits into a? Feavouriſh Ferment, many 


times occaſion ſome MortabDiftemper. And 


yet theſe, however decried, are not only our 
Putors to; inſtruct us toward the Attainment 
of Wiſdom, but e en bolden us likewiſe, and 


fpur us on to a quicker Diſpatch of all our 
Undertakings. This, I ſuppoſe,, will be fto- 


mach' d by the Stoical Seneca, who pretends, 


that the only Emblem of Wiſdom is zhe Man 
wet Hout Paſſion ; whereas- the ſuppoſing any 
Perſon to be ſo, is perfectly to Unman him, 
or elſe Transforming him into ſome fabulous 
Deity that never:was, nor ever will be; nay, 
to ſpeak more plain, it is but the making hin 
a meer Statue, immoveable, ſ{cnſteſs, and al- 
togetherzunadtive. And if this be their Wiſe 


upon FOLLY, 


new Atlantis, or ſome other-like Fairy-land. 


8 Perſon as ſhould be deaf to all the Dictates 
of common Senſe ? That ſhould have no more 
of Love or Pity than a Block or Stone, that 


thinks he can never Miſtake, but can foreſee. 
all Contingencies at the greateſt Diſtance, and 
make Proviſion for the worſt Preſages ? that 
feeds upon himſelf, and his own Thoughts? 
That Monopolizes Health, Wealth, Power, 
Dignity, and all to himſelf? That loves no 
Man, nor 1s beloved of any? That has the 
Impudence to Tax even Divine Providence 
of 11] Contrivance, and proudly grudges, nay, 
| tramples under Foot all other Men's Reputa- 


3 a” 


pleat Wiſe Man. But 
would chuſe ſuch a Magiſtrate 2? What Army 
would be willing to ſerve under ſuch a Com- 
mander ? Or what Woman would be Content 
| with ſuch a Do-little Husband? Who would 
invite fuch a Gueſt ? Or what Servant would 


I Si Sr. ꝙ—— ̃²— a POS. 


| literate Mechanick would in all reſpects be a 
more acceptable Man, who would be frolick- 
| ſome with his Wife, free with his Friends, 


* 


obliging to all Company. But I am tired 


| pals to ſome other Topicks. 

Ap now were any one 

er, from whence Jode is fancied by the Poets 
\ | to 


: Man, let them take him to themſelves, and 
E remove him into Plato's Commonwealth, the 


For who would not hate and avoid ſuch a_ 


© remains heedleſs of all Dangers ? That 


tion? And this is he that is the Stoick's com- 
rithee what. City 


be retained by fuch a Maſter ? The moſt il- 


| jovial at a Feaſt, pliable in Converſe, and 
out with this Part of my Subject, and ſo muſt 


plac'd on that Tow- 
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hard Circumſtances, or what Deity impoſed 


kill'd themſelves: to get rid of a troubleſome 
the ſame Courſe of Becomeing their own Ex 


46 A PANEOYRICK. 
to Survey the World, he would all around 


diſcern how many Grievances and Calamitie, 


our whole Life is on every Side encompal. 
fed with : How Unclean our Birth, hoy 


Troubleſome our Tendance in the Cradle, 
how liable our Childhood is to a Thouſand 
Misfortunes, how 'Toilſome and full of Drud- 


gery our Riper Years, how Heavy and Un 
comfortable our Old Age, and laitly, how 


Unwelcome the Unavoidableneſs of Death, 
Farther, in every Courſe of Life how many 
Wracks there may be cf torturing Diſeaſes, how | 
many unhappy Accidents may caſually occur, 
how many unexpected Diſaſters may ariſe, and 
what ftrange Alterations may one: Moment 
roduce ? Not to mention ſuch Miferies as 
en are mutually the Cauſe of, as Poverty, 
Impriſonment, Slander,. Reproach, Revenge, 
Treachery, Malice, Couſenage, Deceit, and 
ſo many more, as to reckon: them all would 
be as puzz'ling Arithmetick as the numbring 


of the Sands. 


| How Mankind became environed with ſuch 


theſe Plagues, as a Penance. on rebellious 
Mortals, I am not now at Leifure to enquire: 
But whoſoever ſerioufly takes them into Con 
fideration, he muſt needs commend the V+ 
lour-of the Aſileſian Virgins; who voluntarily 


World: And how many Wiſe Men have: took 


ecutioners 3 among whom, not to mention 
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| upon FOLLY. 47 
Und other Heroes, the Self- denying Chiron is 
ever enough to be commended; who when 
he was offered by Apollo the Priviledge of 
peing exempted from Death, and living on to 
the World's End, he refuſed the Enticing Pro- 
Boſal, as deſervedly, thinking it a Puniſhment 
rather than a Reward. at ran 
Bur if all were thus Wiſe you ſee how ſoon 
che World would be  Unpeopled, and what 
reed there would be of a Second Prometheus, 
N to Plaiſter up the Decayed Image of Man- 
ind. I therefore come and ſtand in this Gap 
of Danger, and prevent farther Miſchief 5 
partly by Ignorance, partly by Inadvertence 3 
by the Oblivion of whatever would be gra- 
ting to remember, and the Hopes of whate- 
ver may be grateful to expect, together palli- 
ating all griefs with an Intermixture of Plea- 
ſure 3 whereby I make Men ſo far from being 
weary of their Lives, that when their Thread 
is ſpun to its full length, they are yet unwil- 
ling to die, and mighty hardly brought to 
take tbeir laſt farewell of their Friends. Thus 
| ſome: Decrepit Old Fellows, that look as hol- 
low as the Grade into which they are falling, 
that rattle in the Throat at every Word they 
ſpeak, that can eat no Meat but what is ten- 
| der enough to /#c&, that have more Hair on 
| their Beard than they have on their Head, ud 
FI. XIV.] and go ſtooping toward the ny 
| Duſt they muſt ſhortly return to, whoſe Skin 
| ſeems already dreſt into Parchment, and their 
Bones already dried to a Skeleton ;' theſe Shas 
| dows of Men :ſhall be wonderful Ambitious 
of living longer, and therefore fence off the 
= : | Attacks 


4 


+ 
" 


_ themſelves off the better, they 1 
dawb their Faces, alway ſtand a tricking >| 
themſelves at their Looking-glaſs, go naked- 


- 
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Attacks of Death with all imaginable Slip 
and Impoſtures : One ſhall mew Dye hi 
Grey Hairs for fear the Colour ſhould betty 


his Age; another ſhall ſpruce himſelf up u 


à light Periadig; a Third: ſhall repair the 
Loſs of his Teeth with an Tory Sett; andy 
Fourth perhaps ſhall fall deeply in Love with 


2 Young Girl, and accordingly Court her with 
as much of Gaiety and Briskneſs as the live 


lieft Spark in the whole Tum: And we can! 
but know, that for an Old Man to Marry 4 
Young Wife without a Portion, to be a Cooler 
to other Men's Luſt, is grown ſo common, that 


it is become an AMamode of the Times. And 
what's yet more Comical, you ſhall hav 
ſome ' wrinkled Old Women, [F TG. XVII 


-whoſe very Looks are a ſufficient Antidote to 
Leachery, that ſhall be canting out, Af, Life 
zs a ſaveet T hing,' and ſo run a Catterwawling, 
and hire ſome ſtrong back'd Stallions to recover 
their almoſt loſt Senſe of Feeling; and to ſet 
I paint and 


neck d, bare-breaſted, be tickled at a ſmutty 
Jeſt, dance among the Young Girls, write 
Love-Letters, and do all other little K nacks 
of decoying Hot-blooded Suitors ; and in the 
mean while, however they are laught at, they 
enjoy themſelves to the full, live up to their 
Hearts Defire, and want for nothing that may 
compleat their Happineſs. As for thoſe that 
think them herein ſo ridiculous, I would have 
them give an Ingenuous Anſwer: to this One 


Query, whether if Folly or Hanging were left 
| | 38 | | to 
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to their Choice, they had not much rather 
live like Fools, than die like Dogs? But what 
Matter is it if theſe Things are reſented 
by the Vulgar? Their ill Word is no Injury 
| to Fools, who are either altogether inſenfible 
of any Affront, or at leaſt lay it not much to 
to Heart. If they were knock'd on the Head, 


or had their Brains daſh'd out, they would 


haveſome Cauſe to complain ; but alas, Slan- 
der, Calumny and Diſgrace, are no other Way 
| Injurious than as they are Ap. JD not 

Js Evil, than as they are thought to be 
ſo: What Harm is it then if all Perſons deride 
| and ſcoff you, if you bear but up in your 
| own. Thoughts, and be your ſelf through ly 
conceited of your Deſerts ? And prithee, why 
| ſhould it be thought any Scandal to bea Fool, 
| fince the being ſo is one Part of our Nature 


and Eſſence; and as ſo, our not being Wiſe 


can no more reaſonably be imputed as « Fault, 
than it would be proper to laugh at a Man 


becauſe he cannot fly in the Air like Birds and 


Fowls; becauſe he goes not on all Four as 


Beaſts of the Field; becauſe he does not 


wear a Pair of vifible Horns as a Creſt on his 
| Forehead, like Bulls or Stags : By the ſame 
Figure we may call a. Horſe unhappy, becauſe 


he was never taught his Grammar; and an Ox 


| miſerable, for that he never learnt to Fence ; 


But ſure as a Horſe, for not knowing a Letter 


is never the leſs valuable, ſo a Man, for being 
2 Fool, is never the more unfortunate, it being 


each. 


T0 Ap" 
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by Nature and Providence fo ordained for 
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Av, but (ſay our Patrons of Wiſdom) the 
Knowledge of Arts and Sciences oy purpotcly 
attainable by Men, that the Defe& of Natural 


Parts may be ſupplied by the help of Acqui red: 


As if it were probable that Nature, which 
had been ſo exact and curious in the Mecha- 
niſm of Flowers, Herbs, and Flies, ſhould 


have bungled moſt in her Maſter-piece, and 
made Man as it were by Halves, to be after- 
Ward Poliſhed and Refined by his own Indu- 


ſtry, in the Attainment of ſuch Sciences as the 
FEgyptians 4 were invented by their God 
Theuth, as a Plague ſure, and Puniſhmenr to 
Mankind, being fo far from augmenting their 
Happineſs, that they do not anſwer that End 
they were firſt deſigned for, which was the 
Improvement of Memory, as Plato in his 


+Phearus does wittily obſerve. © 


2 


IN the firſt Golden Age of the World there 


was no need of theſe Perplexities; there was 
then no other Sort of Learning but what was 


naturally Collected from every Man's common 
Senſe, improved by an eaſie Experlence. What 


Uſc could there have been of Grammar, when 


all Men ſpoke the ſame Mother- Tongue, and 
aimed at no higher Pitch of Oratory, than 
barely to be underſtood by each other? What 


need of Zogick, when they were too Wiſe to 


enter into any Diſpute ? Or what occaſion 
for Rhetoricb, where no Difference aroſe to 
require any laborious Decifion? And as little 
Reaſon had they to be tied up by any Laws, 
fince, the Dictates of Nature and common 
Morality were reftraint, and Obligation ſuf- 
ficient : Aud as to all the Myſteries of Proyi- 
( N dence, 
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dence, they made them rather the Object of 
their Wonder, than of their Curioſity; aud 
therefore were not ſo preſumptuous as to dive 
into the Depths of Nature, to labour for the 
ſolving all Phenomena's in Aſtronomy, or to 
wrack their Brain in the ſplitting of Entities, 


and 5 the niceſt Speculations, judging 


it a Crime for any Man to aim at what is 
put beyond the reach of his ſhallow Appre- 
henſion. | 

Tu us was Ignorance, in the Infancy of the 
World, as much the Parent of Happineſs as it 
has been ſince of Devotion: But as ſoon as 
the Golden Age began by degrees to degc- 
nerate into more droſſy Metals, then were 
Arts likewewiſe invented; yet at firſt but few in 
Number, and thoſe rarely underſtood, till in 
farther Proceſs of Time the Superſtition of 
the Chaldeans, and the Curioſity of the Ge- 
cians, ſpawn'd ſo many Subtilties, that now 
it is ſcarce the Work of an Age to be throughly. 


_ acquainted with all the Criticiſms in Grammas 
0 


y. And among all the ſeveral Arts, thoſe 
are proportionably moſt eſteemed of thar 
come neareſt to Weakneſs and Folly, For 
thus Divines may bite their Nails, and Na- 
turaliſts may blow their. Fingers, Aftrologers 
may know their own Fortune is to be Pcor, 
and the Logician may ſhut his Fift, and graſp - 
the Wind. J — NU᷑0 
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While all theſe hard-nam'd Fellows cannot make 
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And'in this Proſeſſion, thoſe that have moſt II ft 
Confidence, though the leaſt Sk ill, ſhall be fure li: 

of the greateſt Cuſtom; and indeed this whole | fo 
Art, as it is now practiſed, is but one Incor- de 

- + Porated Compound of Craft and Impoſture. E 
| | | Pl 
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aue, the they. get thoſe. 


their Clients : Ip the Poor Divine in the 


mean time / 
thread bare Cown, 
and Dradgery, he can get 
purchaſe & new one. 


are moſt advan 


us to their reſ 
that have leaſt to do wth any at all, b 


over thoſe Boundaries which ſhe has cautiouſly - 
ſet to our finite Beings. Nature 


the greateſt Luſtre when ſhe i is unſullied 
all Artificial Garniſh. 


Tus if we inquire into the State of all 
Dumb Creatures, we ſhall find thoſe fare beſt 


that are left to N ature's Conduct: As to in- 


ſtance in Bees, what is more to be admired 


than the Induſtry and Contrivance of theſe 
little Animals? What Architect could ever 
form ſo curious a Structure as they give a Mo- 


del of in their unimitable Combs? What 


Kingdom can be Governed with better Piſci- 
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* 1 oi gay (he who : 
Commence 15 5 


Eftates. to them 
ch they, are employed to recover for 
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have the Lice crawl upon his 
befpre, by all — — 3 
Money enough to 
As thoſe Arts therefore 
pectixe Pro- 

feſſors which wee fartheſt diſtant from Wiſdom, 
| ſo are thoſe Perſons incomparably molt happy 
but jog on 
in the common Road of Nature, which Will 
never miſlead us, except we volutarily leap 


as 
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glitters moſt 
in her own plain, homely Garb, and then gore £ 


CCC 
Fu 03», =. 4 2s bs 
— x . 
„ ̃ͤ dS cw 
12 A 22 - » Df) 


r 
a 2 — 
— 


% N , 

. an Fader 2 - KS 

„ ——— 1 1 
** Xx v — 


r 
o — 


P 
— — 


„ — — >; 
—— — e 
4 n r 
4 — o 
Coda = ate #4 bit 


"9, 
2% £ 
* 


54 A PANEGYRICK 
ſpectives Hives? While the Horſe, by turning 


à Rebel to Nature, and becoming a Slave to 


Man, undergoes the worſt of Tyranny: He 


is ſometimes ſpurr'd' on to Battle fo Tong till 


he draws his Guts after him for Trapping, and 
at laſt falls down, and bites: the Ground in- 


ſtead of Graſs ; not to mention the Penalty of 


his Jaws being curbed, his Tail dock'd, his 
Back tg, Nis Sides ſpur-gall'd, his cloſe 
Impriſonment in a Stable, his Rapſhin and 
Fetters when he runs a Graſs, and a great many 


other Plagues, which he might have avoided if 


che had kept to that firſt Station of Freedom 
which Nature plac'd him in. How much 
more deſirable is the unconfined Range of Flies 
and Bird, who living by Inſtint, would 
want nothing to'compleat their Happineſs, if 
ſome well-impic 


And if young Birds; before their unfledg d 


Wings can carry them. from their Neſts, are 
caught, and pent up in a Cage, for the being 


taught to Sing, or- Whiſtle, all their new Tunes 
make not half ſo ſweet Muſiek as their wild 
Notes, and natural Melody: So much does 
that which is but rough - drawn by Nature fur- 
Fa and excel all- the additional Paint and 

arniſſi of Art. And we cannot ſure but com 
mend and admire that Pyrhagorean Cock; 
which (as Lucian relates) had been ſucceſ- 
fively a Man, a Woman, a. Prince, a Sub- 
ject, a Fiſh,” 2 Horſe, and a Frog; after all 
his Experience he ſumm'd up his- Judgment 


in this Cenſure, that Man was the * 


ed Domiti an would not per- 
ſecute the former, nor the ſly Fowler lay 
Snares and Gins for tlie intrapping of the other? 
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ed and deplorable of all Creatures, all other 
patiently razing within the Encloſuers of 


Nature, while Man only broke out, and ſtray- 


0 beyond thoſe ſafer Limits, which he was 
juſtly confined to. And Gryllus is to be ad- 


judged wiſer than the much- counſelling Uy/es, 
in as much as when by the Inchantment of 
Circe he had been turned into a Hog, he would 


not lay dewn His Swiniſhneſs, nor forſake his 
beloved Stie, to run the Peril of a Hazardous 


Voyage. For a farther Confirmation whereof 


J have the Authority of Homer, that Captain 
of all Poetry, who, as he gives to Mankind 
in general n of Wrertched and Un- 


happy, ſo he beſtows in particular upon Lx 


| ſes the Title of Miſerable, which he never 
attributes to Paris, Ajar, Achilles; or any 
other of the Commanders; and that for this 


Reaſon; becauſe Mes was more Crafty, 
Cautious, and Wiſe, than any of the reſt. 


As thoſe therefore fall ſhorteſt of Happineſs 


that reach higheſt at Wiſdom, meeting with 
the greater Repulſe for ſoaring beyond the 


Boundaries of their Nature, and without re- 
membring themſelves to be but Men, like the 


fallen Angels, daring them to vye with On- 
nipotence, and Giant-like Scale Heaven with 


the Engines of their-own Brain; ſo are thoſe 


moſt exalted in the Road of Bliſs that de- 


generate neareſt into Hrutes, and quietly di- 


veſt themſelves of all Uſe and Excerciſe of 


Reaſon.. ; 


Ax p this we can prove by a familiar In- 


ſtance. As namely,, can there be any one 


Sort: of: Men that enjoy themſelves weng 5 
| thoſe: 
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All theſe Embroilments, are not infinitely more 


But upon due Conſideration it will be found a. 


bundantly true, that theſe Perſons in all Cir- 
eumſtances fare beſt, and live meſt comforts. 
bly: As firſt, they are void of all Fear, which 
is a very great Priviledge to be exempted from; 
they are troubled with no Remorſe, nor Pricks 
of Conlcience; they are not frighted' with any 
Bugbear Stories of another World; they far- 


tle not at the fancied Appearance of Ghoſt, 


or Appaxitions; they are not wragk' d with 
the Dread of . Miſchiefs, nor ban- 
died with the Hopes of any expected Enjoy: 


ments: In ſhort, they are unaſſaulted by all 


thoſe Legions of Cares that War againſt the 
Quiet of Rational Souls ; they are aſhamed 
of nothing, fear no Man, baniſh the Uneaſineſs 
of Ambition, Envy, and Love; and to add 
the Reverſion of a future Happineſs to the 
Enjoyment of a preſent one, they have no 
Sin neither to anſwer for; Divine unani- 
mouſly maintaining, that a groſs and unavoid - 
able {znorance does not only extenuate and 
abate from the Aggravation, but wholly expi- 
ate the Guilt of any n moralii y,. 
Conz now then as many of you as chal 
lenge the Reſpect of being accounted ase, 
ingenuouſly confeſs how many Inſurrections of 


- rebellious Thoughts, and Pang of a labouring 


Mind, yea are perpetually thrown and tortur'd 
with; reckon. up all thoſe Inconveniences that 
you are unavoidably ſubject to, and then tell 
me whether Fools, by being exempted from 


free 
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upon FOL L v. 1 
| free and happy than your ſelves ? Add to this 
| that Fools do not barely Laugh, and Sing, and 
| Play the Goodfellow, alone to themſelves ; but 
ait is the Nature of Good to be communzca- 
S | 7206, To they impart their Mirth to others, by 
making Sport for the whole Company they are 
| at any time engaged in, as if Provinedce pur- 
poſely defign'd them for an Antidote to Me- 
fincholly : Whereby they make all Perſons ſo 
fond of their Society, that they are welcomed 
| to all Places, hu v careſs'd, and defended, 
Liberty given them of faying or doing any 
ching; ſo well Beloved, that none dares to 
offer them the leaſt Injury; nay, the moſt. 
ravenous Beaſts of Prey will paſs them by 
untouch'd, as if by Inftin& they were warned 
iP, fuch Innocence ought to receive no hurt. 
| x6, XY 
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IL} Farther, their Converſe is fo 


Th 


acceptable in the Court of Princes, that few 
Kings will Banquet, Walk, or take any other 
Diverfion, without their Attendance ; nay, 
and had much rather have their Company, 
| than that of their graveſt Counſellors, whom 
| they maintain more for Faſhion-ſake than 
Good-will ; nor is it ſo ſtrange that theſe Fools 
ſhould be preferr'd before graver Politicians, 
fince theſe laſt, by their harſh, fowre Advice, 
and ill-timing the Truth, are fit only to put 
2 Prince out of Humour, while the other 
Laugh, and Talk, and Joke, without any 
Danger of diſobliging. f 4 | 
IT is one farther very commendable Pro 
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rope 

of Fools that they always ſpeak the l 
| than which there is woke pe more Noble and 
| Heroical. Fot ſo, tho Plato relate it as a Sen- 
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tence of Acibiades, That zn the Sea of Drny. 
kenneſs Truth ſwims uppermoſt, and ſo Wine 
is the only Teller of Truth, yet this Cha. 
rater may more juſtly be allamed by me, 
as I can make good Rom the Authority of 
Euripides, who lays down this is an Axiom, 
woes words Mrye, Children and Fools alwayi 
Speak the Truth. Whatever the Foo! has in 
his Heart, he betrays it in his Face; or what 

is more notifying, 8 it by his Words: 
While: the Miſe Man, as Euripides obſerves, 
carries a Double Tongue; the one to ſpeak 
what may be ſaid, the other what ought to be; 
the one what Truth, the other what the Time 
requires: Whereby he can in a trice ſo alter 


his Judgment, as to prove that fo be now 


White, which he had juſt before {pre to be 
Black; like the Satyr at his Porrage, blowing 
hot and cold at the ſame Breath; in his 115 
profeſſing one Thing, when in his Heart he 
means another. _ „ 

FARTRHERMOR R, Princes in tlie ir greateſt 
Splendor ſeem upon this Account unhappy, in 
that they miſs the Advantage of being told 
the Truth, and are ſhamm'd off by a parcel 
of infinuating Courtiers, that acquit themſelves 
as Flatterers more than as Friends. But ſome 
will perchance object, that Princes do not love 
to hear the Truth, and therefore Wiſe Men 
muſt be very cautious how they behave them- 
felves before them, left they ſhould take too 
great a Liberty in ſpeaking what is true, ra- 
ther than what is acceptable. This muſt be 
confeſt, Truth indeed. is feldom palatable 2 


- 8 


. we .- 2 
hab dk, 8 v2 WOK, "05 


N e 
„ W 11 * 


* 1 4 
o 


8 4 


Pri 
ſpe: 
too 


|; * << 4 gg 1 

7 92 ,. ” | [+ T 
5 N 1 X | | | | 4 | 
Z | n 5 n — 9 
1 of *, n : 5 4 - | 111 
L N : | 


/ [ # i 

J ＋ i 
* * | 

PD, . 


e 
JH 


, : > TY mY 
7 / 7 2 | | 7 
SL, 0 7 


e 
JIJRJD 
r 


9 
1 


b p, 75 * 
/ ff 
7 . / 
/ : 7 
/ / 8 * 
| | ; p - , a * = 
7 1 4 
ff | - 
, [i / | - = | l | 
/ _ " "0 \ „6 „ 
| ; 22 92272 
/ 2 7 7 NE 
, 0 
7 ＋ 2 


N N 


3 


1 
N 


RY . %, % 8 
. VI. \ % 
. 
Ny JW 
o N 


..uppn FOLLY. 59 
che Ears of Kings, yet Fools have ſo great a 
priviledge as to have free leave, not only to 
ſpeak bare Truths, but the moſt Bitter ones 
too: So as the ſame Reproof, which had it 
come from the Mouth of a Miſe Man would 
have coſt him his Head, being blurted out by a 
Fool, is not only pardon'd, but well taken, and 
rewarded. © For Truth has naturally a Mixture 
of Pleaſure, if it carry with it nothing of Of- 
fence to the Perſon whom it is applied to; and 
the happy Knack of ordering it ſo is beſtowed 
only on Fr: is for the ſame Reaſon that this 
Sort of Men are more fond ly beloved by Women, 
[Fic. XVIII.] who like their tumbling them 1 
about, and playing with them, though never =_ 


fo boiſterouſly, .pretending to take that on- 5 
[ly in Jeſt, which they would have to be meant x 
in Earneſt, as that Sex is very Ingenious in 1 
palliating, and diſſembling the Bent of their 
/ HEE ES. 99S. = 

Bur to return. An Additional Happineſs = 


of theſe Fools appears farther in this, that 
when they have ran merrily on to their laſt 
Stage of Life, they neither find any Fear, nor 
feel any Pain to dee, but march contentedly 
to the other World, Where their Company 
ſure muſt be as acceptable as it was here up- 
1 „% 
Lr us draw now to a Compariſon between 
the Condition of a Fool and that of a W:ſe 
| Man, and fee how infinitely the one outweighs 
the ther. FV 
Grv me any Inſtance then of a Man as 
Wile as you can fancy him poſſible te be, that 
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has ſpent all his Younger Years in poring up 
on Books, and trudging after Learning, in 
the Purſuit whereof he ſquanders away the 
pleaſant Time of his Life in Watching, Sweat 
and Faſting, and in his latter Days he never 
taſtes one Mouthful of Delight, but is alway 
ſtingy, poor, dejected, melancholly, þurthen- 
ſome to himſelf, and unwelcome to other, 
pale, lean, thin jaw d, fickly, contracting by 
his Sedentarineſs ſuch hurtful Diſtempers a 
bring him to an untimely Death, like Roſe 
luck d before they ſhatter. Thus have you 
the Draught of a Wiſe Man's Happineſy, 


more the Object of a Commiſerating Pity, 


than of an Ambitioning Envy. 

Bur now again come the croaking Stoicks, 
and tell me in Mood and Figure, That nothing 
is more miſerable than the being Mad: Bu 
the being a Fool is the being Mad, therefore 
there is nothing more miſerable than the be 
ing a Fool. Alas, this is but a Fallacy, the 


Diſcovery whereof ſolves the Force of the 


whole Syllogiſm. Well then, they argue ſub- 
tilly, tis true, but a Socrates in Plato makes 
Two Yenus's and Two Cupid i, and ſhews hoy 
their Actions and Properties ought not to be 
confounded ? fo theſe Diſputants if they had 
not been Mad themſelves, ſhould have diſtin- 
iſn'd between a double Madneſs in others: 
And there is certainly a great Difference in 
the Nature as well as in the Degrees of them, 
and they are not both equally Scandalous : For 
Horace ſeems to take Delight in one Sort 
when he ſays, | ee 


Ai 
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Li 


— An me ludit amabilts 
 Tuſania? —— ar 


Does welcome Frensy make me thus miſtake? 


AN D Plato in his Phedron ranks the Mad- 


neſs of Poets, of Prophets, and of Lovers, 


among thoſe Properties which conduce to a 


| Happy Life. And Vergil, inhis Sixth Æucaa, 
| gives this Epithet to his induſtrious ZEneas, 


; Dnod fi — 


— Inſano juwat indulgere labort 


| Tf you'll proceed 70 theſe, your Mad, Attem 1118 


And indeed there is a Twofold Sort of Mad- 
neſs; the one that which the Furies = 


from Hell; thoſe that are herewith poſſeſs” 


| are hurried on to Wars and Contentions, by 
an inexhauſtible Thirſt of Power and Riches, 
| inflamed to ſome infamous and unlawful Luft, 


inraged to act the Parricide, ſeduced to become 
guilty of Inceſt, Sacrilege, or ſome other of 


thoſe Crimſon-dy'd Crimes; ot, finally, to 


be ſo prick'd in Conſcience as to be lafh'd 
and ſtung with the Whips and Snakes of Grief 


and Remorſe. But there is another Sort of 


Madneſs that proceeds from Folly, ſo far from 
being any way injurious or diſtaſteful, that it 
is thoroughly good and defirable : And this 


| happens when by a harmleſs Miſtake in the | 


Judgment of Things the Mind is freed from 


| thoſe Cares which would otherwiſe gratingly 
"00 = |, 
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afflict it, and ſmooth'd over with a Content 
and Satisfaction it could not under other Cir- 
cumſtances ſo happily enjoy. And this is 
that comfortable Apathy or Inſenſibleneſs which 
Cicero, in an Epiſtle to his Friend Atticus, 
wiſhes himſelf Maſter of, that he might the 
leſs take to Heart thoſe inſufferable Outrages 
committed by the Tyrannizing Triumvirate, 
Lepidus, Antoni us, and Auguſtus. That 
Grecian likewiſe had a happy Time of it, who 
was ſo frantick as to fit a whole Day in the 
empty Theatre laughing, ſhouting, and clapping 
his Hands, as if he had really ſeen ſome Pa- 
thetick Tragedy acted to the Life, when 
indeed all was no more than the Strength of 
Imagination, and the Efforts of Deluſion, 
while in all other Reſpects the ſame Perſon 
behaved himſelf very diſcreetly, was 


BEA, 175 Fricundus amicic, 
Comzs in uxorem, palſerque tgneſcere ſervig 
E ſiguo læſæ non inſanire lagenæ. i 


; 


- Sweet to his Friends, to's Wife obliging, kind, 


And fo averſe from a revengeful Mind, 


That had his Men unſcal'd his Bottled Wine, 


He wou'd not fret, nor doggedly repine. 


And when by a Courſe of Phyſick he was re- 
cover'd from this Phrenfic, he look'd upon his 
Cui ſofat from a Kindneſy, that he thus reaſons 


the Caic with his Friends ; N 


8 
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— Pol me occtdiſtts amici, 
Non ſervaſtzs, — cui ſic extorta voluptac, 
Et demptus per dim mentes gratiſſimus error. 


This Remedy, my Friends, is worſe i' th' main ) 
Thanthe Diſeaſe, the Cure augments the Pain; 9 


My only Hopes, is a Relapſe again. 


And certainly they were the more Mad of the 
Two who: endeavour'd. to bereave him of ſo | 
Pan a Delirium, and recal all the Aches of 


is Head by diſpelling the Miſts of his Brain. 


I have not yet determin'd whether it be 


proper to include all the Defects of Senſe and 


Underſtanding” under the common Genus of 
Madneſs. For if any one be ſo ſhort-fighted 
as to take a Mule for an Aſs, or ſo ſhallow-pated 
as to admire a paltry Ballad for an elegant 
Poem, he is not thereupon immediately cen- 
ſured as Mad: But if, any one let not on!y- 
his Senſes but his Judgment be. impoſed upon 
in the moſt ordinary common Cencerns, he 
ſhall come under the Scandal of being thouglt 
next Door tõ a- Madman. As ſuppoſe any 


one ſhould hear an Aſs bray, and ſhould take 
it for raviſhing Muſick; or if any cne, Emm 
2 Beggar, ſhould fancy himſe'f as Grcat as 
a Prince, or the like. But this Sort of Mad- 
neſs, if (as is moſt uſual) it be accompanied 
with Pleaſure, brings a great Satisfaction both 
to thoſe ho are poſſeſs'd with it themſelves, + 
and thoſe who deride it in others, tho' they 
are not both equally: Frantick, And this 
Szcczes of Madneſs is of larger Extent than 


2 | the 
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the World commonly imagines, Thus the 
whole Tribe of Madmen make Sport among 
themſelves, while one laughs at another; he 
that is more Mad many times jeering him that 
is leſs ſo. But indeed the greater each Man's 
Madneſs is, the greater is his Happineſs, if it 
be but ſuch a Sort as proceeds from an Exceſs 
of Folly, which ts fo N a Diſtemper 
that it is hard to find any one Man ſo uninfected 
as not to have ſometimes a Fit or Two of 
ſome Sort of Frenſie. There is only this 
PiFerence between the ſeveral Patients, he 
that ſhall rake a Broom-ſtick for a Strait-bodied 
Woman, is without more ado ſentenced for 2 
Mad-man, becauſe this is ſo ſtrange a Blun- 
der as very ſeldom happens; whereas he 
whoſe Wife is a common Jilt, that keeps a 
Warehouſe free for all Cuſtomers, and yet 
{wears ſhe is as chaſte as an untouch'd Virgin, 
and hugs himſelf in his contented Miſtake, is 
. ſcarce taken notice of, becauſe he fares no 
worſe than a great many more of his good- 
natur'd Neighbours. Among theſe are to be 
rank'd ſuch as take an immoderate Delight | 
in Hunting. [F IG. XIX.] and think no Mu- 
fick comparable to the Sounding of Horns and 
the Yelping of Beagles; and were they to 
take Phyſick, would no queſtion think the moſt 
Sovereign Virtues to be in the Album Eræcum 
of a Dog's Turd. When they have run down 
their Game, what ſtrange Pleaſure they take 
in cutting of it up! Cows and Sheep may be 
flaughter'd by common Butcher, but what 
is kill'd in Hunting muſt be broke up by 
none under a. Gentleman, who ſhall 2 
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down his Hat, fall devoutly on his Knees, 
ud drawing out a ſlaſhing Hanger, (for a com- 
mon Knite is not good enough,) after ſeveral ' 
& Ceremonies ſhall difſeR all the Parts as arti- 
E ficially as the beſt-skill'd Anatomiſt, while all 
that ſtand round ſhall look very intently; and 
ſeem tobe mightily ſurpriz d with the Novelty, 
N tho they have ſeen the ſame an Hundred times : 
before; and he that can but dip his Finger, 
and taſte of the Blood, ſhall think his own 
better'd by it. And tho' the conſtant Feeding 
on ſuch Diet does but aflimilate them to the 
Nature of thoſe Beaſts they eat of, yet they'll 
ſwear that Veniſon is Meat for ee and 
chat their living upon it makes them as Great 
TV 
| NEAR akin to theſe are ſuch as take a great 
Fancy for Building: They raiſe up, pull down, 
| begin ane w, alter the Model, and never reſt 
till they run themſelves out of their whole 
Eſtate, taking up fuch a Compaſs for Build- 
ings, till they leave themſelves not one Foot 
of Land to live upon, nor one poor Cottage to 
| ſhelter themſelves from Cold and Hunger: 
And yet all the while are adghty* peo of: 
| of their Contrivances, and fing a Weet Regniem 
to their own Happineſs. - 


* 
* 


To theſe are to be added thoſe plodding * 
| Zirtuoſoes, that plunder the moſt inward Re-- 
| cefles of Nature for the Pillage of a - New* 
Invention, and rake over Sea and Land for the- 
| Turning up ſome hitherto latent Myſtery; 'and © 
| are ſo continually tickled with the” Hopes o“ 
| Succeſs, that they ſpare for no Coſt nor Pains; > 
but trudge on, and upon-a Defeat in one AT. 
'©) 73 5 COME © 
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tempt, courageouſly tack about to another, and 
fall upon new Experiments, never giving over 
till they have calcined their whole Eſtate to 
Aſhzs, and have not Money enough left un- 
melted to purchaſe one Crucible or Limbeck: 
And yet after all, they are not ſo much diſcou- 
raged, but that they dream Fine Things ſtill, 
and animate others. what they can to the like 
Undertakings ; nay, when their Hopes come 
to the laſt Gaſp, after all their Diſapoint- 


ments, they have one Salvo for their Credit, that 


I Mognifaplnife fat eſt. 
In Great Evploits our bare Attempts ſiifice. 


And fo inveigh againſt the Shortneſs of their 


Life, which allows them not Timè enough to 

bring their Deſigns to a Maturity and Per- 

ä 
WE TRHER Dice- Players [FP 1c: XX.] may 


be ſo favourably dealt with as to be admitted 


among the. reſt is ſcarceyet reſolved upon: But 
ſure it is hugely vain and rid iculous, when we. 
ſee ſome Perſons ſo devoutly add teted to this 


Diverſion, that at the firſt Rattle of the Box their 


Heart ſhakes within them, andi keeps Conſort 


with the Motion of the Dice*: "They are egg'd 
on ſo long with the Hopes of always Winning, 


till at 1aft, in a litcral Senſe, they-have 7/7007 
azory their whole Eftate, and made Shipwrack 
of all they have, ſcarce eſcaping to Shore with 


their. own Cloxths to their Backs; thinking 


in the: mean while a great Piece of Religi- 
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; 1p0n FOLLY; | 07 
on to be juſt in the Payment of their. Stakes, 
and will cheat any Creditor ſooner than him 
who truſts them in Play: And that poring 


Old Men, that cannot tell their Caſt without 


the Help of Spectacles, ſhould be ſweating at 
| the ſame Sport; nay, that ſuch decrepit Blades, 
as by the Gout have loſt the Us 
Fingers, ſhou'd look over, and hire others to 
throw for them; This indeed is prodigiouſly 
extravagant, but the Conſequence of it ends ſo 
oft in downright Madneſs, that it ſcems rather 
to belong to the Furies than to Folly. _ 
Tar next to be placed among the Regi- 


ment of Fools arc fuch as make a Trade of 


telling or inquiring after incredible Stories of 
| Miracles and Progzgtes © Never doubting that 
| a Lie will choak them, they'll muſter up a. 
| Thouſand ſeveral ſtrange Relations of Spirits, 
; ö F — 2 . . a | - : 

| Ghoſts, Apparitions, raiſtng of the Devil, and 

A 2 4 — * 0 >. a . » ; 6 
ſuch like Bugbears of Superſtition, which the 


| farther they are from being probably true, the 


more greedily they are ſwallow'd, and the 
more devoutly believ'd. And theſe Abſurdi- 
ties do not only bring an empty Pleaſure, and 


cheap Divertiſement, but they are a good. 


Trade, and procure a comfortable Income to 


ſuch Prieſts and Friars as- by this Craft get 


their Gain. To theſe again are nearly related 
luch others as attribute ſtrange Virtues to the 


Shrines and Images of Saints and Martyrs, 


and ſo would make their credulous Proſelytes 
believe, that if they pay their Devotion to 
St. Chriſtopher in the Morning, they ſhall be 


of their 


guarded and ſecured. the Day following from 


411. 


other Fopperies, he ſhall in a ſhort time be 
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ll Dangers and Misfortunes : If 8 [and 
"1.6. XXI.] when they firſt take * al | Gig 
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come and mumble over ſich a Set Prayer be 

fore the Picture of St. Larter, they 1 
return ſafe from all Engagements; or if any 
pray to Eraſmus on ſuch particular Holidays, 
with the Ceremony of Wax-Chandles, and 


rewarded with a plentiful. Increaſe of Wealth 


won FOLLY. 69 
and Riches. The Chriſtians have now their 
| Gigantick St. George, as well as the Pagans 
had their Hercules; they paint the Saint on 
Horſeback, and drawing the Horſe in ſplendid 
Trappings, very gloriouſly accoutred, they 
| ſcarce refrain in a Literal Senſe from Wor- 
| ſhipping the very Beaſt, _ „„ 
* Wrar ſhall I ſay of ſuch as cry up and 
maintain the Cheat of Pardons and HFrdut- 
| gences? That by theſe compute the Time of 
each Soul's Refidence in Purgatory, and af- 
| fipn them a longer or ſhorter Continuance, ac- 
cord ing as they purchaſe more or fewer of theſe 
paltry Pardons, and ſaleable Exemptions? Or 
what can be ſaid bad enough of ſuch others, 
as pretend that by the Force of ſuch Magi- 
cal Charms, or by the Fumbling over their 
Beads in the Rehearſal of ſuch and ſuch Pe- 
titions, (which ſome Religious Impoſtors in- 
vented, either for Diverſion, or, what is more 
likely, for Advantage,) they ſhall procure 
Riches, Honour, Pleaſure, Health, Long Life, 
a luſty Old Age, nay, after Death a Sitting at 
che Right Hand of our Saviour in his King- 
dom; tho' as to this laſt Part of their Hap- 
18 they care not how long it be deferr'd, 
having ſcarce any Appetite toward a be 
the Joys of Heaven, till they are ſurfeited,. 
glutted with, and can no longer reliſh their 
| Enjoyments on Earth. By this eafie Way of 
purchafing Pardons, any Notorious Highway- 
man, any Plundering Soldier, or any Bribe- 
taking Judge, ſhall disburſe ſome part of their 
| unjuſt Gains, and ſo think all their groſſeſt 
| lmpietice ſufficiently atoned for; ſo many: 
ö | | Peri uries, 
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Perjuries, Luſts, Prunkenneſs, Quarrels, Blood. 


ſheds, Cheats, Treacheries, and all Sorts cf 
deberies, ſhall all be, as it were, {truck 


à Bargain for, and ſuch a Contract made, F 


if they had paid off all Arrears, and might 
now begin upon a New Score. 

AND what can be more ridiculous, 1 for 
ſomè others to be confident of going to Hey 
ven by repeating daily thoſe Rowe Verler Out 


of the Pſalms, which the Devil taught 8t. 


Bernard, [Frl. XXII.] thinking thereby 
to have put a Trick upon him, but that he was 
over-reach'd in his Cunning? 

SEVERAL of theſe Fooleries, which are iff 
groſs· and abſurd, as I my ſelf am even aſham'! 
to own, are practiſed and admired, not enjj 


by the Vulge ar, but by ſuch Proficients in Re 


ligion as one might well expect ſhould have 
more Wit. 
From the ſame Principles of Fol! ly pr 
eds the Cuſtom of each Country? 8 Ch allen 


= ok their particula ar Hardi au- Sal lit; Pay, each 
Saint as his 23257 OFce allotted to him, and 


is accordingly addreſs'd to upon the reſpectirt 
Occaſions: As one for the Teoth- .ach, ano 
ther to 44 755 an caſie Delivery in Child-biri , 
a third to help Perſons to loſt Goods, another 
to. protect Se 5 in a long Voyage, a fir 
to guard the Farmers Cows and Sheep, and 0 
on; for to rehearſe all Inftan ces. would be en 
treamly tedious. 

TE RAE are ſome more Catholich Saint 
petirion'd to upon all Occaſions, as more eſpe 


cially the Virgin Mary, whole blind Neve 
tees think it Manners now to place the Mother 


before the Son. £72 | Axt 
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| | : 

Ax p of all the Prayers and Interceſſions 
that are made to theſe reſpective Sainte, the 
Subſtance of them 1s no more han downright 
Folly. Among all the Trophies that for To- 
kens of Gratitude are hung pon the Walls 
and Ceilings of Churches, you hall ſind no 
Relicks preſented as a Nemorandum of any 
that were ever cured of Folly, or had been 
made one Dram the Wiſer. One perhaps af- 
er a Shipwrack got ſafe to Shore; another 
recover'd: when he had been run thro' by an 
| Enemy; one, when all his Fellow-Soldiers 
were kill'd upon the Spot, as Cunningly per- 
haps as Cowardly, made his Eſcape from the _ 
Field; another, while he was a Hanging, the 
Rope broke, and ſo he ſaved his Neck, and 
renewed his Licence for practiſing his Old 
Trade of Thieving; another broke Goal, and 
got looſe; a Patient, againſt his Phyſicians 
Will, recover'd of a dangerous Feaver; ano- 
ther drank Poiſon, which putting him into a 
violent Looſeneſs, did his Body more Good 
than Hurt, to the great Grief of his Wife, 
| who hoped upon this Occaſion to have become 
| 4 joyful Widow; another had his Waggon 
| overturn'd, and yet none of his Horſes Iamed ; 
another had caught a grievous Fall, and yet 
| recover'd from the Bruiſe; another had been 
| tampering with his Neighbour's Wife, and 
etcaped very. narrowly from being catch'd by 
the enraged Cuckold in the very Act. After 
| all theſe Acknowledgments of Eſcapes from 
| fuch ſingular Dangers, there is none (as I have 
before intimated) that returns Thanks for be- 
ing freed from Folly; Folly being ſo * 
| | and 
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and luſcious, that it is rather ſued for as a RA 
Happineſs, than deprecated as a Puniſhment, Pe 
But why ſhould I launch out into ſo widea W on 

Sea of Superſtitions ? 

1 | | | | | be 
Non mihi ſilingue centum ſint, oraque centum, an. 
Ferrea vox, omnes fatuorum evolyere formas, the 
Omnia ſtultitie percurrere nomina poſſim. thi 
Had I as many Tongues as Argus, Eyes, be 

 Briarens, Hands, they would not all ſuffice ha 
Folly in all her Shapes to *Epitomize. the 
pp = fib 
ArmosrTall Chriſtians being wretchedly or 
enflaved: to Blindneſs and Ignorance, which the the 


Prieſts are To far from preventing or remo- i Jef, 
ving, that they blacken the Darkneſs, and pro- 
| mote the Deluſion 5 wiſely foreſeeing that the wo 
People (like Cows, which never give down le. 
their Milk fo well as when they are gently ma 
ftroaked,) would part with lefs if they knew the 
more, their Bounty proceeding only from a fro 
Miſtake of Charity. Now if any Grave Wiſe the 
Man ſhould ſtand up, and unſeaſonably ſpeak On 
the Truth, telling every one that a Pious Life che 
is the only Way of ſecuring a Happy Death; I Th 
that the beſt Title to a Pardon of our Sins is Þ Pic 
purchaſed by a hearty Abhorrence of our Guilt, I lon 
and fincere Reſolutions of Amendment; that cou 
the beſt Devotion which can be paid to any I the 
Saints is to zmatate them in their exemplary IU Fa 
Life: If he ſhould proceed thus to inform eve 
them of their ſeveral Miſtakes, there would in 

be quite another Eſtimate put upon Tears, No 
Watchings, Maſſes, Faſtings, and other Seve- I the 

| | „ ities 
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oF FOLCY. > 
rities, Which before were ſo much prized, as 
Perſons will now be vext to loſe that Satisfacti- 
on they formerly found in them. 5 
I'n the ſame Predicament of Fools are to 
| be ranked ſuch, as while they are yet. Living, 
and in good Health, take ſo great a Care how 
| they ſhall be Buried when they Die, that 
they ſolemnly appoint how many Torches, 
how many Scutcheons, how many Gloves to 
be given, and how many Mourners they will 
have at their Funeral; as if they thought 
they themſelves in their Coffins could be ſen- 
fible of what Reſpect was paid to their Corps; 
or as if they doubted they ſhould reſt a whit 
the leſs quiet in the Grave if they were with 
leſs State and Pomp interr'd. - _ | 
Now though I am in ſo great haſte, as I 
would not willingly be ftopt or detained, yet 
cannot paſs by without beftowing ſome Re- 
marks upon another Sort of Fools; who, tho? 
their firſt Deſcent was perhaps no. better than 
from a Tapſter or Tinker, yet highly value 
themſelves upon their Birth and Parentage. 
One fetches his Pedigree from Zineas, ano- 
ther from Brute, a third from King Arthur : 
They hang up their Anceſtors, Wormecaten 
Pictures as Records of Antiquity, and keep a 
long Liſt of their Predecefſors; with an Ac- 
count of all their Offices and Titles, while 
they themſelves are but Tranſcripts of their 
Forefathers dumb Statues, . | 
even into thoſe very Beaſts, which they carry 
in their Coat of Arms as Euſigus of their 
Nobility : And yet by a ſtrong Preſumption of 
their Birth and Quality, they Live not - * 
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4 the moſt pleaſant and unconcerned themſelves, 
| | \| but there are.not wanting others too who cry up 

944 theſe Brutes almoſt equal tothe Gods. But why 
ſhould I dwell upon One or Two Inſtances of Folly 


lieft Fellow in the whole Town, ſhall think him 
ſelf a Mirrour of Beauty: Another ſhall be ſo 
roud of his Parts, that if he can but mark out a 
Triangle with a pair of Compaſles, he thinks he 
has maſtered all the Difficulties of Geometry, 
and could outdo Euclid himſelf. A third ſhall 


| admire himſelf fora raviſhing Mufician, though 


he have no more Skill in the handling of any. 
Inſtrument than a Pag playing on the Orgar: -- 
And another that rattles in the Throat as hoarſe 


2s a Cock crows, ſhall be proud of his Voice, 


and think he ſings like any Nightingale. 
TAERkE is another very pleaſant Sort of 


| Madneſs,, whereby Perſons aſſume to em- 


ſelves whatever of Accompliſhment” they diſ- 
cern in others. Thus the Happy Rich Chiu 


in Seneca, who had fo ſhort a Memory, as he 


could not tell the leaſt Story without a Ser- 
vant's ſtanding by to prompt him, and was 
at the ſame ſo weak as he could ſcarce go ur- 


right, yet he thought he might adventure 0 
accept a Challenge to a Duel, becauſe he 
kept at home ſome luſty, ſturdy Fellows, . 


whoſe Strength he reited upon inſtead of his . 
Ir is almoſt needleſs to inſiſt upon the f-- 
veral Profe/ors of Arts and Sciences, witv e 


are all ſo egregiouſly conceited, that they would * 


ſooner give up their Title to an Eſtate in 
Lands, than part with the Reverfion gf their 
Wits : Among theſe, more eſpecially Stage 
Players, Muficians, Orators and Poets, each 
of which, the more of Duncery they have, the 
more of Pride, and the leſs their Deſerts be. 
the greater is their Ambition: And how no- 
toriouſly ſoever dull they be, they meet wich 
| 2 their: 
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their Admirers; nay, the more filly they are, 
the higher they are extoll'd : Folly (as we 
have before intimated) never failing of Re- 


- fpet and Eſteem. If therefore every one, 


the more ignorant he is, the greater Satisfaction 
he is to himſelf, and the more commended by 


others, to what Purpoſe is to Sweat and Toil 


in Purſuit of true Learning, which ſhall coſt 
ſo many Gripes and Pangs of the Brain to 
acquire, and when obtained, ſhall only make 
the laborious Student more uneafie to himſelf, 


and leſs acceptable to others? 


As Nature in her Diſpenſation of Conceited- 
neſs has dealt with Private Perſons, lo has 
ſhe given a particular Smatch of Self- Love 
to each Country and Nation. Upon this Ac- 


count it is that the Engliſb challenge the Pre- 


rogative of having the moſt handſome Women, 
of the being moſt accompliſhed in the Skill 
of Muſick, and of keeping the beſt Tables: 
The Scorch brag of their Gentility, and pre- 


tend the Genius of their Native Soil inclines 


them to be good Diſputants : The French 


think themſelves remarkable for Complaiſance 
and Good Breeding : The Sorborzſts of Paris 


pretend before any others. to. have made the 
greateſt Proficiency in Polemick Divinity: 
The ali ans value themſelves for A 
and Eloquence; and, like the Greci ans 


Old, account all the World Sarbari ans in 


reſpe& of themſelves; to which piece of Va- 
ity the Inhabitants of Rome are more eſpe- 
cially addicted, pretending themſelves to be 


Owners of all thoſe Heroick Virtues which. 


their City ſo many Ages fince was deſervedly 
| Fr | Famous 
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Famous for. The Yenetzans ſtand upon their 
Birth and Pedigree. The Greczans Pride 
themſelves in having been the firſt Inventers 
of moſt Arts, and in their Country being fa- 
med for the Product of ſo many Eminent - 
Philoſophers. The Turks, and all the other 
Refuſe of Mabometiſin, pretend they profeſs 
8 the only true Religion, and laugh at all Chri- 
ſtians for Superſtitious, Narrow-ſoul'd Fools. 
| The Jeu to this Day expect their Meſſiar 
; 2s devoutly as they believe in their firſt Pro- 
phet Moſer. The Spaniards challenge the 
Repute of being accounted good Soldiers. And 
ö the Germans are noted for their Tall, proper 
Stature, and for their Skill in Magick. But 
not to mention any more, I ſuppoſe you are 
already convinced how great an 88 - 
and Addition to the Happineſs of Humane Life 
is occafioned by Self. love: Next Step to which 
is Flattery; for as Self. love is nothing but the 
coakſing up of 07 ſelves, ſo the ſame currying 
and humouring of others 1s termed Flattery:-. 
FLATTERY, it is true, is now looked 
upon as a Scandalous Name, but it is by ſuch 
only as mind Words more than Things. They 
are prejudiced againſt it upon this Account, 
| becauſe they ſuppoſe it juſtles out all 'Truth® 4 
2 and Sincerity : Whereas: indeed its Property # 
s quite contrary, as appears from the Exam 
n les of ſeveral Brute Creatures: What is more 
* wning than a Spaniel? And yet what is 
BF more faithful to his Maſter 2 What is more 
fend and loving chan a tame Suirrel: And 
what is ſporting and inoffenſive? This little 
y trisking Creature is kept up in a Cage to pla 
ot | 1 witkal, 
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A PANECTRICK 
withal, while Lions, Tigers, Leopards, and 
ſuch other Savage Emblems of Rapine and 
Cruelty, are ſhewn: only for State and Rarity, 
and otherwiſe yield no Pleaſure to their re- 
ſpective Keepers. 255 
THERE is indeed a pernicious deſtructive 
Sort of Flattery, wherewith Rookers and 
Sharks work their ſeveral Ends upon ſuch as 


they can make a Prey of, by decoying them 


into Traps and Snares beyond Recovery: But 
that which is the Effect of Folly is of a much 
different Nature; it proceeds from a ſoftneſs 
of Spirit, and a flexibleneſs of Good Humour, 
and comes far nearer to Virtue than+that other 


Extream of Friendſhip, as ſtiff, ſower, 


dogged” Moroſenefs : It: refreſhes our Minds 


when tired; enlivens them when melancholly, 


reinforces- — * when languiſhing, invigorates 
them when heavy, recovers them when fick, 


and paeiſies them when rebel lious: It puts us in 


a Method how: to procure Friends, and how 


to keep them; it-entices Children to ſwallow: . 
the bitter Rudiments of Bearning; it gives a 
nem ferment to the almoſt ſtagnated Souls of 


Old Men; it both reproves and inſtructs Prin- 
ces without Offence under the Mask of Com- 


*mendation : In ſhort, it makes every Man 


fond and indulgent of himſelf, which is in- 


_ deed no ſmall Part of each Man's Happineſs, 


and at the ſame time renders him obliging and 


complaiſant in all Company, where it is ples- 


ſant to ſee how the Aﬀes-rub and ſcratch one 


another. This. again is a great 1 
1 


ment to an Orator, a greater to a Phyſician, 
and the only One to a Poet: In fine, It 3 
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beſt Sweetner to all Afflictions, and gives a 

true Reliſh to the otherwiſe infipid? Enjoy- 
ments of our whole Life. Ay, but (ſay you) 
to Flatter is to Decelve; and to Deceive is 
very harſh and hurtful: No, rather juſt con- 
trary 3 nothing is more welcome and bewitch: 
ing than the bezng decei ved. They are much 
to be blamed for an undiſtinguiſſiing Head, 
that make a Judgment of Things according to 
what they are in themſelves, when their whole 
Nature conſiſts barely in the Opinions that are 
had of them. For all ſublunary Matters are 
inveloped in ſuch a Cloud of Obſcurity, that 
the Short-fightedneſs of Humane Underſtand: 
ing cannot pry through and arrive to any 


 comprehenfive Knowledge of them: Hence the 


gect of Academick Philoſophers have modeſtly 
reſolved, that all things being no more than 
Probable, nothing can be known as Certain; or 
if there could, yet would it but interrupt and 
abate from the Pleaſure of a more happy Ig. 
norance. Finally, our Souls are ſo Faſhioned. 
and Moulded, that they are ſooner Gaptivated 
by Appearances;than by Real Truths; ofwhich, 
if any one would demandan Example,. he may 
find a very familiar one in Churches, where, if 
what is delivered from the Pulpit be a grave, 
ſolid, rational Diſcourſe, all **. Congregati- 


on grow weary, and fall aſleep, till their Pa- 
tience be releaſed ; whereas if the Preach- 


er (pardon the Impropriety of the Word, 
the Prater I would have ſaid,) be Zealous 


in his Thumps of the Cuſhion, and Antick 


Geſtures; and ſpend his Glaſs in the telling of 
pleaſant Stories, his Beloved ſhall then ſtand up; 8 


& A PANEGYRIGK. 
tuck their Hair behind their Ears, and be very 
devoutly | attentive. So among the S$aznts, 
| thoſe are moſt reſorted to who are moſt Ro- 
-  mantick and Fabulous: As for Inſtance, a Po- 
etick St. George, a St. Chriſtapber, or a St. Bar. 
kara, ſhall be oftner pray d to than St. Peter, 
St. Paul, nay, perhaps than Chriſt himſelf: 
But this, it is 981 855 may more properly be 
referr'd to another Plac mme. 
Ix the mean while obſerve what a — 
Purchaſe of Happineſs is made by the Strengt 


inconſiderable Value, would coſt a great deal 
nion ſpares Charges, and yet gives us them in 


as ample a Manner by Conceit, as if we poſ. 
ſeſs'd them in Reality. Thus be who feeds 


yet if he feed heartily, and reliſh them pala- 
tably, they are to him as good as if they were 
| Freſh caught: Whereas on the other Hand, if 


eat any, he may fit a Hungry, and bite his 
If a Woman be, never ſo ugly and nauſeous, 
yet if her Husband can but zhink her hand- 


ſome, it is all one to him as if ſhe really avere 


ſmutty a Draught, yet if admires the Excel- 


drawn by {ome Old Apelles, or Modern Van- 


— 


of Fon: For whereas many Things, even of 
of Pains, and perhaps Pelf,. to procure; Ogi 


on ſuch a ſtiukiug Diſh of Fiſh, as another 
muſt hold his Nole at a Lard's diſtance from; 


any one be invited to never ſo dainty a Joul 
of Sturgeon, if it go againſt his Stomach to 


Nails with greater Appetite than his Victnall. 


ſo: If any Man have never ſo ordinary and 
lency of it, and can. ſuppoſe it to: have been 
dike, he is as proud of it as if it had really 


been done by one of their Hands. I knew a 
| 1 Friend 
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Friend of mine that preſented his Bride with 
, WW ſeveral Falſe and Counterfeit Stones, making 
ber believe that they were right Jewels, ind 
0 WW coft him ſo many Hundred Thouſand Crowns; 
- under this Miſtake the poor Woman was as 
„choice of Pebbles, and Painted Glaſs, as if 
f: W they had been ſo many Natural Rubies and 
de MW Diamonds, while the ſubtle Husband ſav'd a 
great deal in his Pocket, and yet made his 
, Wife as well pleaſed as if he had been at Ten 
: Hundred times the Coſt. What Difference is 
of there between them that in the darkeſt Dun- 
al W geon can with a Platonicłk Brain Survey the 
whole World in Idea, and him that ſtands in 
in IF the open Air, and takes a leſs deluding Prof- 
ö pect of the Univerſe ? If the Beggar in Lu- 
ds clan, that dream? he was a Prince, had never 
er vad, his zmaginary Kingdom had been as 
1; great as a real one. Between him therefore 
a- that truly is happy, and him that hin him- 
te ſelf ſo, there is no percervable DiſtinQion z. 
if or if any, the Fool has the better of it: Firſt, 
1l- W Becauſe his Happineſs coſts him leſs, ſtanding 
o him only in the Price of a e Thought 3 
is and then, Secondly, Becauſe he has more 
Fellow-companions and Partakers of his good 
Fortune: For no Enjoyment is comfortable 
where the Benefit is not imparted to others; 
nor is any one Station of Life deſirable where 
we can have no Converſe with Perſons of the 
fame Condition with our ſelves : And yet this 
is the hard Fate of Wiſe Men, who are grown 
ſo ſcarce, that, like Phenzxes, they appear 
| but Oze in an Age. The Ereci ans, it is true, 
reckoned up Sever within the narrow Precincts 
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92 A PANEGYRICK 
of their own Country; yet I believe, were 
they to caſt up their Accounts anew, they 


would not find a half, nay, not a third Part, 


of One in far larger Extent. | 
FARTRHER, when among the ſeveral Good 
Properties of Bacchus this is look'd upon as 
the chief, namely, that he drowns the Cares and 
Anxieties of the Mind, though it be indeed 
but for a ſhort while; for after a ſmall Nap, 
when our Brains are a little ſettled, they all 
return to their former Corrodings : How much 
greater is the more durable. Advantage which 


F bring? While by one uninterrupted” Fit of 


being Drunk in Conceit, J perpetually cajole 
the Mind with Riots, Revels, and all the Ex- 
ceſs and Energy of Joy. 


A po to this, that I am ſo Communicative 


and Bountiful, as to let no one particular Per- 


ſon paſs without ſome Token of my Favour; 


whereas other Deities beſtow their Gifts ſpa- 


ringly to their Z/ef only. Bacchus has not 
thought fit that every Soil ſhould bear the 


fame Juice-yielding Grape: Venus has not 


given to all a like Portion of Beauty: Mercury 


endows but few with the Knack of an Accom- 


pliſhed Eloquence : Hercules gives not to all 


the fame Meaſure of Wealth and Riches: Ju- 
biter has ordained. but a few. to be Born to a 


Kingdom : Mars in Battle gives the compleat 
Victory but to one Party; nay, he often makes 
them both Loſers: Apollo does not anſwer the 


Expectation of all that conſult his Orac les: 


Jode oft thunders: Phebus ſometimes ſhoots 


the Plague, or ſome other Infection, at the 


point of his Darts: And Neprune ſwallows 


down: 


upon FOLLY. 83 


down more than he bears up: Not to mention 
their Ve- Jupiter, their Pluto's, their Are God- 


deſs of Loſs, their Exil Genius, and ſuch other 
Monſters of Divinity, as had more of the 
Hangman than the God in them, and were 
Worfſhipped only to deprecate that Hurt which 
uſed to be inflièted by them : I ſay, not to 
mention theſe, I am that high and mighty 
Goddeſs, whoſe Liberality is of as large an 
Extent as her Omnzportence : ] give to all that 
ask; I never appear Sullen, nor out of Humour, 
nor ever demand any Atonement or Satisfaction 
for the Omiffion of any Ceremonious Puctilio 
in my Worſhip: I do not Storm or Rage, if 
Mortals, in their Addreſſes to the other Gods, 
als me by Unregarded, without the Acknow- 
e of any Reſpect or Application .: 


Whereas all the other Gods are fo ſcrupulous 


and exact, that it often proves leſs dangerous 


manfully to deſpiſe them, than ſneakingly to 
attempt the Difficulty of pleaſing them. Thus 


ſome Men are of that captious, froward Hu- 
mour, that a Man had better be wholly 
Strangers to them, than never ſo intimate 
Friends. 7 


WII r, but there are none (ſay you) Build 
any Altars, or Dedicate any Temple to Folly. 
 Iadmire (as I have before intimated) that the 


World ſhould be ſo wretchedly ungrateful. 
But I am ſo Good-natur'd as to paſs by and 


Pardon this ſeeming Affront, though indeed 
the Charge thereof, as unneceſſary, may well 
be ſaved; for to what Purpoſe ſhould I demand 


the Sacrzfice of Frankincenſe, Cakes, Goats, 
and Swine, ſince all Perſons every-where pay 
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me that more acceptable Service, which all 
Divines agree to be more effectual and meri. 
torious, namely, an Initation of my commu- 
nicable Attributes ? I do not therefore any 
Way envy Diana for having her Altars be- 
dewed with Human Blood : I think my ſelf 
then moſt Religiouſly adored, when my. re- 
ſpective Deworees (as is their uſual Cuitom) 
conform themſelves to my Practice, tranſcribe 
my Pattern, and ſo live the Copy. of me their 
Original. And truly this Pious Devotion 1z 
not ſo much in Uſe among Chriſtians as is 
much to be wiſhed it were: For how many 
Zealous FVotaries are there that pay ſo pro- 
found a Reſpect to the Virgin Mary, as to 
lace lighted [F 16. XXIV.] Tapers even at 
oon- day upon her Altars? And yet how few 
of them Copy after her untouch'd Chaſtity, 
her Modeſty, and her other commendable 
Virtues, in the Imitation whereof conſiſts the 
trueſt Eſteem of Divine Norſbip ? Farther, 
why ſhould I defire a Temple, ſince the whole 
World is but one ample continued Choir, en- 
tirely Dedicated to my Uſe and Service ? Nor 
do I want Worſhzppers at any Place where 
the Earth wants not Inhabitants. And as to 
the manner of my Worſhip, I am not yet fo 
irrecoverably fooliſh, as to be prayed to by 
Proxy, and to have my Honour immediately 
beſtowed upon Senſleſs Images and Pictures, 
which quite ſubvert the true End of Religion; 
while the unwary Supplicants ſeldom diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt the Hhingy themſelves, and the 
Objefts they repreſent. The ſame Reſpe in 
the mean while is paid tome ina more Legiti- 
py mate 
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upon FOLLY. . 7 
mate Manner; for to me there are as many 
Statues erected as there are moving Fabricks 
of Mortality; every Perſon, even againſt his 
own Will, carrying the Image of me, 3. e. 
the Signal of Folly inſtamped on his Counte- 
nance. T have not therefore the leaſt tempt- 
ing Inducement to envy the more ſeeming 
State and Splendor of the other Gods, who 
are Worſhipped at Set Times and Places; as 
Phebus at Rhodes, Venus in her Cyprian Iſle, 
Juno in the City Argos, Minerva at Athens, 
Jupiter on the Hill Olympus, Nepruneat Taren- 
tum, and Priapu in the Town of Lampſacum ; 
while my Worſhzp extending as far as my Influ- 
ence, the Whole World is my One Altar, where- 
on the moſt valuable Incenſe and Sacrifice is 
pe — > Good gs hh) bp 
vr leſt I ſhould ſeem to ſpeak this with 
more of Confidence than 'Truth, let us take a 
nearer View of the Mode of Mens Lives, 
whereby it will be rendred more apparently 
evident what Largeſſes I every where beſtow, 
and how much I am reſpected and eſteem'd of 
Perſons, from the higheſt to the baſeſt Quali- 
ty. For the proof whereof, it being too tedi- 
ous to inſiſt upon each Particular, I ſhall only 


mention ſuch in general as are moſt worthy © 


the Remark, from which by Analogy we may 
eaſily judge of the Remainder. And indeed 
to what Purpoſe would it be fingly to recount 
the Commonalty and Rabble of Mankind, 
who beyond all Queſtion are entirely on my 
Side? And for a Token of their Vaſſalage do 
wear my Livery in ſo many older Shapes, and 
more newly invented 3 of Folly, 3 : 
| | tac 
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2 Cuckold fo he may. 
A Fourth is haunted with. a Jealouſie of his 
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the Lungs of a Thouſand Democritus's would 


never hold out to ſuch a Laughter as this 
Subject would excite ; and to theſe Thouſand 
muſt be ſuperadded One more, to laugh at 
them as much as they do at the other. 

{T is indeed almoſt incredible to relate what 
Mirth, what Sport, what Diverſion, the gro- 
velling Inhabitants here on Earth give to the 
above: ſeated Gods in Heaven For theſe Ex- 
alted Deities ſpend their faſting ſober Hours in 
liſtning to thoſe Petitions that are offered up, 
and in ſuccouring ſuch as they are appealed to 
for Redreſs; but when they are a little entred 
at a Glaſs of Nectar, they then throw off all 


ſerious. Concerns, and go and place themſelves 


on the Aſcent of ſome Promontory in Heaven, 


and from thence Survey the little Male-hill of 


Earth. And truſt me, there cannot be a more 
delightſome Proſpect, than to view ſuch a 
Theatre fo ſtuff d and cramm'd with Swarms 
of Fools. One falls deſperately. in Love, and 
the more he is ſlighted, the more does his 
Spanicblike Paſſion increaſe: Another. is wed- 
ded to Nealibh rather than to a Wife: A Third 
Pimps for his own'Spouſe, and is content to be 
wear his Horns Guilt: 


viſiting Neighbours: Another; ſobs, and roars, 
and plays the Child, for the Death of a Friend 
or Relation; and leſt his own Tears - ſhould 
not rife high cnough to expreſs the Torrent. of 
his Grief, hechires other Mourners to accom- 


pany the Corps to the Grave, and ſing its Re- 
guiem in Sighs and Lamentations: Another hy- 


pocritically weeps at the. Funeras of one whole 
8 Death 
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Death at Heart he rejoices for: Here a glutro- 
1025 Cormorant, whatever he can ſcrape up, 
thruſts all into his Guts to pacifie the cryings of 
+ hungry Stomach : There a /azy Wretch firs | 
vawning and - ſtretching, and thinks nothing 
ſo deſirable as Sleep and [dleneſs: Some are ex- 
tream ly induſtrious in or Mens Buſineſs, and 
ſottiſhly neglectful of their ow : Some think 
themſelves Rich becauſe their Credit is great, 
though they can never Pay till they Break, and 
Compound for their Debts : One. is fo ca- 
| vetous that he [zyves: Poor to de? Rich: Ore 
; for a little uncertain Gain will venture cross 
the rougheſt Seas, and cxpole his Life for the 
Purchaſe of a Livelihood: Another will depend 
on the Plunders of War, rather than on the Be. 
neſt Gains of Peace: Some will cloſe Mith, 
and humour ſuch warm Old Blades as have « 
good Eſtate, and no Children of their own io 
beſtow it upon: Others practice the ſame Ac: 
of Mhecdling upon good Old Women, that 
have hoarded and coffer'd up more Bags than 
they know how ro diſpoſe of; both of theſe 
{ly Flatteries make fine Sport for the Gods, 
when they are beat at their own Weapons, 
and (as oft happens) are gull d by thoſe very 
Perſons they intended to make a Prey of: 
There is another Sort of Baſe Scoundrels in 
Gentility, ſuch ſcraping Merchants, wir al- 
though for the better vent of their Cummodi- 
ties they Lie, Swear, Cheat, and Practice all 
the Intrigues of Diſhoneſty, yet think them- 
ſelves no Way Inferior to Perſons of the high- 
eſt Quality, only becauſe they have raked to- 
gether a plentiful Eſtate ; and there are- not 
| : 2 wanting 
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wanting ſuch infinuating Hangers on, as ſhall Ca- 


reſs and Compliment them with the greateſt 
Reſpect, in hopes to go Sacks in ſome of their 
diſhoneſt Gains: There are others ſo infected 
with the Philoſophical Paradox of baniſhing 
*Proprecty, and having all Things in Common, 
that they make no Conſcience of faſtning on, 
and purloming, whatever they can get, and 
converting it to their own Uſe and Poſſefſion: 


_ There are ſome who are Rich only in W:ſhes; 


and yet while they barely dream of vaſt 
Mountains of Wealth, they are as happy as 
is their imaginary Fanczes nels real 
Truths: Some put on the beft Side outermoſt, 
and -{tarve 1 at Home to appear gay 


and fplendid Abroad : One with an open- 


handed Freedom ſpends all he lays his Fingers 
on; another with a Zogzck-fiſted Gripingneſs 
catches at and graſps all he cancome within the 
Reach of: One apes it about in the Streets 


to Court ae another conſults his 


Eaſe, and ſticks to the Confinement of a Chim- 


ney- corner: Many others are tugging hard 


at Zaw for a Trifle, and drive on an endleſs 
Suit, only to enrich a Deferring Judge, or a 
Knaviſh Advocate: One is for Næzu modelling 


a Settled Government; another is for ſome 


Notable Heroical Attempt ; and a Th ird b 
all Means muſt Travela Pzlpram{[Fig. XXV. 
to Rome, Feruſalem, or ſome Shrine of a Saint 
elſewhere, though he have no other Buſineſs 
than the Paying of a formal impertinent Viſit, 


leaving his Wife and Children to faſt, while 


he himſelf forſooth is gone to pray. In-ſhort, 


ik (as Lucian fancics Menippus to have done 
"1 heretofore) 
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heretofore) any Man could now again look 
down from the Orb of the Moon, he would 
ſee thick Swarms, as it were, of Flies and 
Gnats, that were quarrelling with each ether, 
| Juſtling, Fighting, Fluttering, Skipping, Play- - 
| ing, juſt new produced, ſoon after decaying, - 
and then immediately vaniſhing : And it can 
ſcarce be thought how many Tumults and 
Tragedies ſo inconfiderate a Creature as Man 
does give Occafion to, and that in ſo ſhort 
: | # Space as the ſmall Span of Life; ſubje& to 
a ſo many Caſualties, that the Sword, Peſti- 
lence, and other Epidemick Accidents, ſhall - 
_ times ſweep away whole Thouſands at a 
Bruſh. al | one 
Bur hold; I ſhould but expoſe my ſelf too 
far, andy, incur” the Guilt of being roundly 
: laugh'd at, if I proceed to enumerate the ſe- 
' veral Kinds of the Folly of the Vulgar. ' Tſhalf + 


* BB confine therefore my following Diſcourſe only 

* | to ſuch as challenge the Repnre of Wiſdom, + 

A and ſeemingly pafs for Men of the ſoundeſt 
Intellectuals. Among whom the Gr ammarzans 

R preſent themſelves in the Front, a Sort of Men | 
g who would be the moſt miferable, the moſt 
; ſlaviſh, and the moſt hateful of all Perſons, if WY 
- did not ſome: way deviate the Preſſures and © | 
4 Miſeries of their Profeſſion, by bleſſing them 

} with a betwitching Sort of Madneſs : 3 

x are not only liable to thoſe Fzve Curſes, which 

; they ſo oft recite from the firſt five Verſes 

, of Homer, but to * Ftve Hundred more of 4 

© BB worſe Nature; as always damn'd to Thirſt © 
„and Hunger, to be choak d with Dutt in their 

unſwept Schools, * ſhall L term them, 


1 
5 8 * 1 8 
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90 A PANEGYRICK 
or rather Elaboratorzies, nay,..Bridewels, and 
Houſes of Correction?) to wear out them- 
ſelves in Fret and Drudgery ; to be :deafen'd 
with the Noiſe of gaping Boys; and in ſhort, 
to be ſtifled with Heat and Stench; and yet 
they cheerfully diſpence. with all theſe Incon- 
veniences, 7 by the Help of a fond Conceit, 
think themſelves as happy as any. Men living; 
taking a great Pride and Delight in frowning 
and looking big upon the trembling Urchins, 
in boxing, ſlafhing, ſtriking with the Ferula, 
and in the Exerciſe bf all their other Methods 
of Tyranny ;. while thus lording. it over a 
Parcel of young, weak Chits, [FI. XXVI.] 
they imitate the Cuman Aſs, and think them- 
ſelves as ſtately. as a Lion, that dom ineers 
over all the inferiour Herd. Elevated with 
this Conceit, they can hold Filth and.Naftineſs 
to be an- Ornament, can:reconcile their Noe. 
to the moſt intollerable Smells; and finally, 
think. their wretched. Slavery the moſt Arbi- 
trary Kingdom, which they would not exchange. 
for. the Juriſdiction of the moſt Sovereign» Po- 
tentate And they. are yet more happy by a 
ſtrong Perſwaſion of their-own Parts and Abi- 
Iities z for thus when their Employment is 
only to rehearſe Silly Stories, and Poetical 
Fictions, they ll, yet think themſelves wiſer - 
than the beſt experienced Philoſopher ; nay, , 
they;have an Art of making ordinary People, 
iach as their School-boys.: fond Parents, to 
think them as conſiderable as. their own Pride 
has: made them. Add hereunto this:Sort of 
raxviſhing Pleaſure : When any of they 8 
= oo Soy. Od. 
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upon FOL IL v. . "of 
Pound out who was the Mother of Anchiſes,- 
br has lighted upon ſome old unuſual. Word, 
uch as Bubſequa, - Boviuator, Manticulator, 
br other like obſolete cramp Terms; or can, 
vfrer a great deal of poring, ſpell out the 
Jaſcription of ſome batter'd Monument, Lord! 
what Joy, what Triumph, what Congratulating 
their Succeſs, .as if they had conquer d Africa, 
pr taken Babylon the Great! When they re- 
tite ſome of their frothy, bombaſt Varia at 
ny happen to admire them, they are preſently 
luſh'd with the leaſt Hint of Commendation; 
ind devoutly thank Pythagoras for his grateful 
lyporheſis, whereby they are now become aQu- 
ted with a Deſcent of Virgil's Poetick Soul. 
Nor is any Divertiſement more pleaſant, than 
when they meet to flatter and curry one ano- 
her; yet they are ſo critical, that if any one 
jap to be guilty, of the leaſt Slip or ſeeming, 
lunder,., another ſhall preſently, correct him 
pr it, and then to it they go in a Tongue- 
tombat, with all the Fervour, Spleen” and 
agerneſs imaginable. May Przſcian him 
lf be my Enemy if what Jam now going to 
by be not exactly true. I knew an Old Sophiſter, 
nat was a Greczan, a Latiniſt, a Mathemati- 
han, a Pheloſopher, a Muſician, and all to 
he utmoſt Perfection, who after Threeſcore 
Lears Experience in the World, had ſpent the. 
ait Twenty of them only in drudging to con- 
quer the Criticiſms of Grammar, and made it- 
he chief Part of his Prayers, that his Life. 
night be ſo long ſpared till he had learn'd: 
w rightly to-diſtinguiſh betwixt the Eight. 
jarts of Speech, which no Grammarian, 6125 
| | | tber 
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92 A PANEGYRICK 
ther Greek or Latin, had yet accurately done 
If any chance to have placed that as a Con. 
junction which ought to have been uſed as an 
Adverb, it is a ſufficient Alarm to raiſe a War 
for doing Fuſtice to the injur'd Word. And 
ſince there have been as many ſeveral Grammar, 
as particular Grammarians, (nay, more, for 
Aldns alone wrot Five diftint Grammars for 
his own Share,) the School-maſter muſt be 
obliged to conſult them all, ſparing for no 
Time nor Trouble, tho' never fo great, leſt he 
ſhould be otherwiſe poſed in an unobſery'd 
Criticiſm, and ſo by an irreparable Diſgrace loſe 
the Reward of all his Toil. It is indifferent 
to me whether you call this Folly or Madneſs, 
fince you muſt needs confeſs that it is by my 
Influence theſe School-rvrants, though in never 
fo deſpicable a Condition, are ſo happy in their 
own Thoughts, that they would not change 


Fortunes with the moſt Illuſtrious Sophy of 


n A | 
Tung Ports, however ſomewhat leſs be- 
holden to me, own a profeſs'd Dependance 
on me, being a Sort of Lawleſs Blades, that 
by Preſcriprion claim a Ezcence to à Proverb, 
while the whole Intent of their Profeſſion is 
only tro {ſmooth up and Tickle the Ears of 
Fools, and that by meer Toys and fabulous 
Shams, with which (however ridiculous) they 
are ſo bolſtered up in an airy Imagination, 2 
ro promiſe them an Everlaſting Name, and 


promiſe, by their Balderdaſh, at the ſame 


time to celebrate the Never-dying Memory 
of others.. To theſe rapturous Wirs Self lore 
and Flatrery are never- failing Attendants ; . 

: : 20 
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do any prove more zealous or conſtant Devotees 
to Folly. | 8 | 
TE Rhetoriczans likewiſe, though they 
ze ambitious of being rank'd among the Phi- 
loſophers, yet are apparently of my Faction, 
25 appears among other Arguments, by this 
more eſpecially ; in that among their fon 
Topicks of compleating the Art of Oratory, they 
al particularly inſiſt upon the Knack of Jefting, 
which is one Species of Folly; as is evident 


from the Books of Oratory wrot to Herennius, 


put among Ciceros Work, but done by ſome 
other unknown Author; and in Quintilian, 
that Great Maſter of Eloquence, there 1s one 
large Chapter ſpent in preſcribing the Me- 


thods of railing Langhter : In ſhort, they 


may well attribute a great Efficacy to Folly, 
fince on any Argument they can many times 


by a Slight laugh over what they could never 


ſeriouſly confute, _ 5 7 
Ox the ſame Gang are thoſe Scribbling Fops, 
who think to Eternize their Memory by ſetting 
up for Authors Among which, though the 
are all ſome way indebted to me, yet are thoſe 
more eſpecially fo, who ſpoil Paper in blotting 
it with meer Trifles and Impertinences. For as 


to thoſe Graver Drudgers to the Preſs, that 
rite Learnedly, beyond the Reach of an ar- 


dinary Reader, who durſt ſubmit their Labours 
to the Review of the moſt ſevere Critick, 
theſe are not ſo liable to be envied for their 
Honour, as to be pitied for their Sweat and 


Slavery. They make Additions, Alterations, 
blot out, write anew, amend, interline, turn 


it upſide down, | and yer can never pleaſe 


their 
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their fickle Judgment, but that they ſhall 
diſlike the next Hour what they penn'd the 
former; and all this to purchaſe the airy 
Commendations of a few underitanding Read- 
ers, which at moſt is but a poor Reward 
for all their Faſtings, Watchings, Confine- 
ments, and Brain- breaking Tortures of In- 
vention.” Add to this the impairing of their 
Health, the weakening of their Conſtitution, 
their contracting ſore Eyes, or perhaps turn- 
ing ftark Blind; their Poverty, their Envy, 
their Debarment from all Pleaſures, their ha- 
ſtening on Old Age, their untimely Death, 
and what other Inconveniences of à like or 
worſe Nature can be thought upon: And 
yet the Recompence for all this ſevere Pe- 
nance is at beſt no more than a Mouthful or 
two of frothy Praiſe. Theſe, as they are more 
laborious, ſo are they leſs happy than thoſe 


other ee eee which I firſt mention'd, 


who never ſtand much to conſider, but write 
what comes next at a Venture, knowing that the 
more filly their Compolures are, the more 
they will be bought up by the greater Number 
of Readers, who are Fools. and Blockheaas: 
And if they hap to be condemn'd by ſome few 
Judicious Perſons; it is an eafie Matter by 
Clamour to drown their Cenſure, and to filence 
them by urging the more numerous Commen- 
dations of others. They are yet the Wiſoſt 
who tranſcribe. whole Diſcourſes from others, 
and then reprint them as their own. By doing 
fo they make a cheap and eaſie Seizure to 
themſelves ' of that Reputation which colt 
the firſt Author ſo much Time and Trouble 

N | | © 


to procure, If they are at any time prick'd a 

; lde in Conſcience 952 fear of e they 
feed themſelves however with this Hope, that 
if they be at laſt found Plagzarzes, , yet at 
4 lead for ſome time they have the Credit of 
paſſing for the genuine Authors. It is pleaſant 
oe ſee how all theſe ſeveral Writers are puff d 


ally if they come to the Honour of being 


: up with the leaſt Blaſt of Applauſe, eſpeci- 
ny pointed at as they walk along the Streets, when 
y their ſeveral Pieces are laid open upon every 
+. BY Bookſeller's Stall, when their Names are 
b. [{<mboſs'd in a different Character upon the 
or Title Page, ſometime only with the Two 
4 FU firſt Letters, and ſometime with fictious cramp 


Terms, which few ſhall underſtand the. Mea- 
or ning of; and of thoſe that do, all ſhall not 
agree in their Verdict of the Performance; 


5 ſome cenſuring, others approving it, Mens 
a, Judgments being as different as their Palates; 
e that being toothſome to one which is unſavour 

e Piece of Cowardice for Authors to put feigned 
er Name to their Works, as if, like Baſtargs 
: Jof their Brain, they were afraid to own them. 
| Thus one {tiles himſelf Telemachus, another 
y £clenrr, a Third Pohcratet, another Thraſy- 
-> nachus, and fo on. By the ſame Liberty 
n. ve may ranſack the whole Alphabet, and 
+ By jumble together any Letters that come next 


to hand. It is farther very pleaſant when 
theſe Coxcombs employ their Pens in writing 
Congratulatory Epiſtles, Poems and Panegy- 
ricks, upon each other, wherein one ſhall be 
complemented with the Title of Alcæus, ano- 


* and nauſeous to another: Tho' it is a Sneaking 
ther 
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are weaty, they each pretend themſelves the 
Conquerors, and both lay Claim to the Credit 


make Sport for Wiſe Men, as being highly 
abſurd, ridiculous and extravagant. True, 
but yet theſe Paper. Combatants, by my Aſſi 


ry themſelves more i72umphant than the moſt 
"Victorious Fez 20. „ N x) 

© Nay, even the Learned and more Judici- 
ou, that have Wit enough to laugh at the 
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ther ſhall be character d for the incomparable MW 51: 
Callamachus ; this ſhall be commended for Or 
2 compleater Orator than T wlly himſelf ; 4 the 
Fourth ſhall be told by his Fellow-fool that D 
the Divine Plato comes ſhort of him for ail ſo 
Philoſophick Soul. Sometime again they take M Er 
up the Cudgels, and challenge out an Autagoniſt, WM $1: 


and fo get a Name by a Combat at Diſputeand W the 
Controverſie, while the unweary Readers draw ©: 
Sides according to their different Judgments: : 


The longer the Quarrel holds, the more ir- 
reconcileable it grows; and when both Parties 


of coming off with Victory. Theſe Fooleries 


ſtance, are ſo fluſh'd with a Conceit of their 
own Greatneſs, that they prefer the Solving 
of a Syllogiſm before the Sacking of Carthage; 
and upon the Defeat of a poor Objection car- 


7 


other's Folly, are very much beholden to my 
Goodneſs; which (except Ingratitude have 
drowned their Ingenuity) they muſt be ready I in: 
upon all Occafions to confeſs. Among theſe I ma 
ſuppoſe the Lawyers [F IG. XXVII.] will Ri. 
ſhuffle in for Precedence, and they of all Men ſha 
have the greateſt Conceit of their own Abili- 1 
ties. They'll argue as confidently as if they I the 
ſpoke Goſpel inſtead of Zaw; they'll cite 2 the 
5 | | ix 
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Six Hundred ſeveral Preſidents, though not 
One of them come near to the Caſe in hand: 
they'll muſter up the Authority of Judgments, 
Deeds, Gloes and Reports, and tumble over 
ſo many muſty Records, that they make their 
Employ, tho in itſelf Eaſie, the greateſt 
Slavery 1maginable ; always accounting that 
the beſt Plea which they have took moſt 
Paint for... I 
To theſe, as bearing great Reſemblance to 
them, may be added Logicians and Sophiſters, 
Fellows that talk as much by Rote as a Parrot 
who ſhall run down a whole Gofliping of Old 
Women, nay, filence the very Noiſe of a 
-Belfry, with louder Clappers than thoſe in the 
Steeple : And if their unappeaſable Clamou- 
rouſneſs were the only Fault, it would admit 
of ſome Excuſe 3 but they are at the ſame 
time ſo fierce and quarrelſome, that they'll 
wrangle bloodily for the leaſt Trifle, and be 
ſo over-intent and eager, that they many times 
loſe their Game inthe Chace, and fright. awa 
that Truth they are hunting for. Let Selt- 
concett” makes theſe nimble Diſputants ſuch 
doughty;, Champions, that arm'd with Three 
or Four: Abos Ink d Syllogiſms, they ſhall 
enter the Zz/ts with the greateſt Maſters of 
Reaſon, and not queſtion the Foiling of them 
in an irreſiſtible Bae: Nay, their Obſtinacy 
makes them ſo confident of their being in the 
Right, that all the Arguments in the World 
ſhall never convince. them to the contrary... 
N Ex x to theſe come the Philoſophers in 
their long Beards and ſhort Cloaks, who eftcem 
themſelves the only Fav arites of Wiſdom, and 
- . look 


98 DA PANEGYRICK 
look upon the reſt of Mankind as the Dirt and 
Rubbiſh of the Creation : Yet theſe Mens 
Happineſs is only a frantick Craſineſs of Brain; 
they build Caſtles in the Air, and infinite 
Worlds in a Vacuum. They'll give you 
to a Hair's Breath the Dimenſions of the 
Sun, Moon and Stars, [F ICG. XXVIII. as 
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{T3068 eafily as they would do that of 4 Flaggon of 
1 Fipkin: They'll give a punctual Account 4 


a8 * 3 * * 


of 
the 


che Riſe of Thunder, of the Origin of Winds, 


Nature, or had been Eye-witnefles to all the 


tradicted. But though they are ignorant of 


Gredit of *— and amuſing the erdi- 


— —— 
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of the Nature of Eclipſes, and of all the 
other abſtruſeſt Difficulties in Phyſick, without 
the leaſt Demur or Heſitation, as if they had 
been admitted into the Cabinet-Council of 


accurate Methods of Creation: Though alas 
Nature does but laugh at all their puny Con- 
jectures; for they never yet made one conſide- 
rable Diſcovery, as appears in that they are 
unanimouſly agreed in no one Point of the 
ſmalleſt Moment; nothing ſo plain or evident 
but what by ſome or other is oppoſed and con- 


the Artificial Contexture of the leaſt Inſect, 
they vaunt however and brag that they know 
all things, when indeed they are unable to 
conſtrue the Mechaniſm of their own Body. 
Nay, when they are ſo Purblind as not to be- 
able to ſee a Stone's caſt before them, yet they: 
ſhall be as ſharp-ſighted as poſhble in ſpying 
out Idea's, Univerſals, ſeparate Forms, firſt 
Matters, 9 —— Formalities, and a Hun- 
dred ſuch like Niceties, ſo dim inutively nal, 
that were not their Eyes extreamly magnifying 
all the Art of Optich could never make them 
diſcernible. But they then moſt deſpiſe the 
low groveling Vulgar when they bring out 
their Parallels, Triangles, Circles, and other 
Mathematical Figures, drawn up in Battalia 
like ſo many Spells and Charms of Conjuration - 
in Muſter, with Letters to refer to the Ex- 

lication of the ſeveral Problems; hereby 
raiſing Devils as it were, only to have the 
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1c A PANEGYRICK 
nary Spectators into Wonder, becauſe they 
have not Wit ennugh to underſtand the Juggle. 
Of theſe ſome undertake to profeſs themſelves 
Fudicial Aſtrologers, pretending to keep Cor- 
reſpondence with the Stars, and ſo from their 
Information can reſolve any Query; and tho 
it is all but a Preſumptuous Impoſture, yet ſome 


to be ſure will be ſo great Fools as to believe 


them. 


Tur Dives preſent themſelves next; but 


it may perhaps be moſt ſafe to paſs them by, 
and not at all to touch upon ſo harſh a String 
as this Subject would afford. Beſide, the Un- 
dertaking may be very hazardous; for they 
are a Sort of Men generally very hot and 
paſſionate; and ſhould I provoke them, 1 
doubt would ſet upon me with a full Cry, and 
force me with Shame to recant: Which if I 
ſtubbornly refuſe to do, they'll preſently brand 
me for an Heretzck, and thunder out an Excom- 
munication, which is their Spiritual Weapon 
to wound ſuch as Lift up a Hand againſt them, 
It is true, no Men own a leſs Dependance on 
me, yet have they Reaſon to con themſelves 
indebted for no {mall Obligations. For it is 
by one of my Properties, Self love, that they 
fancy themſelves, with the Elder Brother 
Paul, caught up into the Third Heaven, from 
whence, like Shepherds indeed, they look 
down upon their Flock the Laity, grazing, as 
it were, in the Vales of the World below. 
They fence themſelves in with ſo many Sur- 
rounders of MagiſterialDefinitions, Concluſions, 
Corollaries, Propofitions Explicite and Im- 
plicire, that there is no falling in with them; 
| | . | > Wo 
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or if they do chance to be urged to a ſeeming 
Nonplus, yet they find out ſo many Evaſions, 
thatall the Art of Man can never bind them 
ſo faſt, but that an eaſie Diſtinction ſhall give 
them a Starting-hole to eſcape the Scandal of 
being bafled. They'll cut aſunder the tougheſt 
Argument with as much Eaſe as Alexander 
did the Gordian Knot: 'They'll thunder out 
ſo many rattling Terms as ſhall fright an Ad- 
verſary into Conviction. They are exquiſitely 
dextrous in unfolding the moſt intricate My : 
ſteries: They'll tell you to a Tittle all the 
ſucceſſive Proceedings of the Omnipotence in 
the Creation of the Univerſe : They ll explain 
the preciſe Manner of Original Sin being de- 
rived from our Firſt Parents: They'll ſatisfie 
you in what manner, by what degrees, and im 
how long a time, our Saviour was conceived in 
the Virgin's Womb; and demonſtrate in the 
Conſecrated Wafer how Accidents may ſubfiſt 
without a Subjeff. Nay, theſe are accounted 
trivial, eafie Queſtions; they bave yet far 
greater Difficulties behind, Which notwith- 
ſtanding they ſolve with as much. Expedition: 
as the former: As namely, whether Superna- 
tural Generation requires any Inſtant of Tres 
for its Acting? Whether Chriſt, as a Son, 
bears a double ſpecifically diftint Relation to 
God the Father, and his Virgin Mother? 
| Whether this Propofition is poſſible to be true, 
. 7 he Firſt Perſon of the Trinity hated the 
b Second? Whether God, who took our Nature 
5, upon him in the Form of a Man, could as 
i well have become a Woman, a Devil, a Beaſt, 
5 an Herb, or a Stone? And were it ſo. poſſible: 
r that the Godhead had appear'd in the Shape 
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of an Inanimate Subſtance, how he ſhould' hi 
then have preach'd his Goſpel '? Or how have of 
beennail'd to the Croſs ? Whether if St. Peter is 
had celebrated the Euchariſt at the ſame time fa 
our Saviour was hanging on the Croſs, the Con- ft 
ſecrated Bread would have been Tranſubſtan. II. 
tiated into the ſame Body that remain'd on an 
the Tree? Whether in Chriſt's. Corporal St 
Preſence in the Sacramental Wafer his Hu- F. 
manity be not abſtracted from his Godhead? ¶ th 
Wbether after the Reſurrection we ſhall car- ca 
nally eat and drink as we do in this Life? w. 
There are a Thouſand other more ſublimated L. 
and refined Niceities of Norzons, Relations, - 
th 


nantitie t, Formalitzes, Quiddities, Hæccitiets, 
and ſuch like Auſtruſitiet, as one would think I ac 
no one could pry into, except he had not only } te 
ſuch Cats-eyes as to ſee beſt in the Dark, but 0 
even. ſuch a piercing Faculty to ſee thro' an. I ve 
Inch-board, and ſpy out what really never had I 7 
any Being. Add to theſe ſome of their Tenets I ye 
and Opinions, which are ſo abſurd and ex I 9% 
| fravagant, . that the wildeſt Fancies of the i of 
Stoicks, which they ſo much diſdain and de- Be 
cry as Paradoxes, ſeem in Compariſon. juſt Ti 
and rational; as their maintaining, That it is At 
a. leſs aggravating Fault to kill a Hundred anc 
Men, than for a poor Cobler to ſet a Stitch qu 
on the Subbati-day 3 or, That it is more int 
juſtifiable to do the greateſt Injury ima- . 
ginable to others, than to tell the leaſt Lie ter 
ourſelves. And theſe Subtilties are Alchymiz'd| I ha 
to a more refined Sublimate by the abſtracting I (1 
Brainsof their ſeveral School men; the Realiſti, ¶ tte 
the Nomznaliſts, the T:homiſts, the Albertaſts,. I tres 
the Occamz/ts, the. Scotiſts; theſe are not _ tal 
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bat the Rehearſal of a few only, as a Specimen: 
of their divided Sefts:: In each of which there 
* is ſo much of deep Learning, ſo much of un- 
3 fathomable Difficulty, . that I believe the Apo- 
ales themſelves would ſtand in need of a new 
08 Illuminating Sher 25 if they Were to engage in 
n ay Controverfie with theſe new Divines. - 
1 St. Paul no queſtion had a full Meaſure of 
Faith, yet when he lays down Faith to be 
dhe Subſtance of Things not ſeen, theſe Men: 
. | carp at it for an imperfe& Definition, and 
2 |} would undertake to teach the Apoſtles better 
1 Logick. Thus the ſame holy Author wanted 
„ for 1 of the Grace of Charity, yet (ſay 
„ | they) he deſcribes and defines it but very un- 
: accurately, when he treats of it in the Thir- 
y | teenth Chapter of his Firſt” Epiſtle to the 
t Corini hi ang. The Primitive Diſciples were 
n rery frequent in adminiſtring the Holy Sacra- 
1 ment, breaking Bread from Houſe to Houſe; 
s pet ſhould they be asked of the Terminus 4 
- | quo, and the Terminus ad quem, the Nature 

of Tranſulſtanti ation? The Manner how One 


— © 


e 
Body can be in ſeveral Places at the ſame 
} | Time? The Difference betwixt the ſeveral: 
8 Attributes of Chriſt in Heaven, on the Croſs, .. 
1 and in Conſecrated Bread? What Time is re- 
1. | quired for the Tranſubſtantiating the Bread 
into Fleſh? How it can be done by a ſhort- 
--  $2ntence pronounc'd by the Prieſt, which Sen- 
e tence is a Species of aiſcreet Quantity, that 
1' bas no permanent Punctum: Were they ask d 
g ay) theſe, and ſeveral other confuſed Que- 
N 
{oY 
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ties, I don't believe they: could anſwer ſo 
readily as our minc ing School- men now a-days 
take a Pride to do. They were well acquai - Be 
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muſt Worſhip him in Spirit, and in 


8 


ted with the Virgin Mary, yet none of thera 


' undertook to pr6ve that ſhe was preſerv'd In. 
maculate from Original Sin, as ſome of our 


Divines very hotly. contend for. St. Peter had 


the Keyf given to him, and that by our $4- 
viour himſelf, who had never entruſted him, 
except he had known him capable of their 


Manage and Cuſtody ; and it is much to be 
queſtion'd whether Peter was ſenſible of that 


Subtilty broach'd by Scorrs, that he may have 
the Kay of Knowledge efectually for. others, 


who has no Knowledge actually in himſelf, 


Again, Z hey Baptized all Nations, and yet 


never taught what was the Formal, Material, 
Effictent, and Final Cauſe of Baptiſm, and 
certainly never dreamt of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween a Delible and Indelible Character in 
this Sacrament. They Worſhipped in the 
Fpirit, following their Maſter's Injunction, 

od 2s a Spirit, and they which Worſhip him, 
hs Truth; 
yet it don't appear that it was ever reveal'd to 
them how. Divine Adoration ſhould be paid 
at the ſame time to our Hleſſed Sapiour in 
Heaven, and to his Pecture here below on 
a Wall, drawn with Two Fingers held out, 
a Bald Crown, and a Circle round his Head. 


To reconcile theſe Intricacies to an Appear- 
ance of Reaſon requires Threeſcore Tears 


Experience in Metapyſicks. 

1 the Apoſtles often mention 
Grace, yet never diſtinguiſh between gratia, 
gratis data, and gratia gratificanus. They 


_ earneſtly exhort us likewiſe to Good Works, 
vet never explain the Difference between Op 


1 OPErARS, 


1 
* BM. N 
7 8 
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rans, and Opus operatum. They very 
— preſs and invite us to ſeek after 
Charity, without dividing it into Infuſead and 
equi red, or determining whether it be a 
Subſtance or an Accident, a Created or an Un- 
created Being. They deteſted Sin themſelves, 
and warned others from the Commiſſion of it; 
and yet I am ſure they could never have de- 
fined ſo dogmatically, as the Scotiſts have 
fince done, St. Paul, who in others. Judg- 
ment is no leſs the Chief of the Apoſtles, 
than he was in his own the Chief of Sznners, 
who being bred at the Feet of Gamaliel, was 
certainly more Eminently a Scholar than any 
of the reſt, yet he often exclaims againſt dar 
Philiſophy, warns us from doting about Quc- 
ſons and Strafes of Words, and charges us to 
avoid profane and vain Babblings, and Of- 


foſitzons of Science falſly ſo called; which he 


would not have done if he had thought it 
worth his while to have become acquainted 
with them, which he might ſoon have been, 
the Diſputes of that Age being but ſmall, 
and more intelligible Sophiſms, in reference 
to the vaſtly greater Intricacies they are now 
improved to. But yet however our Schola- 
tick Divines are ſo modeſt, that if they meet 
with any Paſſage in St. Paul, or any other 
tenman of Holy Writ, which is not fo well 
modell'd, or critically diſpoſed of, as they 
could with, they will not roughly condemn it, 
but bend it rather to a favourable Interpre- 
tation, out of Reverence to Antiquity, and 
Reſpect to the Holy Scriptures ; tho? indeed 
it were unreaſonable to expect any thing Ly: 

| this. 
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this Nature from the Apoſtles, whoſe Lord 
and Maſter had given unto them to know the 
Myſteries of God, but not thoſe of Philoſophy, 
If the ſame Divines meet with any thing of 
ike Nature unpalatable in St. Chryſoſton, 
St. Baſil, St. Hierom, or others of the Fa. 
thers, they will not ſtick to appeal from their 


Authority, and very fairly reſolve that they 


lay under a Miſtake : Yet theſe Ancient Fx 
thers were they who confuted both the Fervs and 
 #Aeathens, though they both obſtinately adher'd 
to their reſpective Prejudices 3 they confuted 
them, (I ſay,) yet by their Lives and Mira. 
cles, rather than by Words and Syllogiſms; 
and the Perſons they thus Proſelyted were 
downright honeſt well-meaning People, ſuch 
as underſtood plain Senſe better than any 
Artificial Pomp of Reaſoning : Whereas if 
our Divine ſhould now ſet about the Gain. 
ing Converts from Paganiſm by their Mets 
Phyfical Subtilties, they would find that moſt 
of the Perſons they applied themſelves to 
were either ſo ignorant as not at all to appre- 
hend them, or elſe ſo impudent as to ſcoff and 
_ deride them; or finally, fo well skill'd at the 
fame Weapons, that they would be able to 
keep their Paſs, and fence off all Aſſaults of 
Conviction: And this laſt Way the Victor 
would be altogether as ho cles 
Perſons were engaged of ſo equal Strength, 
that it were impoſſible any one ſhould over 
power the other. 5 | 

Ir my Judgment might be taken, I would 
adviſe Chriftians, in their next Expedition u 
2 Holy War, inſtead of thoſe many unſucce? 


8, as if Two 


bn B ws 

nt WJ ful Legions, which they have hitherto ſent to 
he encounter the Turks and Saracens, that they 
by. N would furniſh out their clamourous Scorzſts, 
their obſtinate Occamzſts, their .invincible Ak 
mm tertifts, and all their Forces of tough, crab- 
Fa MW bed and profound Deiſputants : The Engage- 
cir ment, I fancy, would be mighty pleaſant, and 
hey the Victory we may imagine on our Side not 
Fa-: to be queſtion d. For which of the Enemies 
and would not vail their Tyrbants at fo Solemn 
rd an Appearance? Which of the fierceſt Fanz- 
ted 247225 would not throw away his Scimiter, 
ira. and all the Zalf-moons be eclipſed by the In- 
as; terpoſition of ſo Glorious an Army? 
ere 1 ſuppoſe you miftruſt I ſpeak all this by 
uch way of Jeer and Irony; and well I may, ſince 
any among Divines themſelves there are ſome ſo 
s if Igenuous as to deſpiſe theſe captious and frivo- 
ain. lous. Impertinences : They look upon it as a 
kind of Prophane Sacriledge, and a little leſs 
than Blaſphemous Impiety, to determine of 
ſuch Niceties in Religion, as ought rather to 
be the Subject of an humble and contradicting 
Faith, than of a ſcrupulous and inquiſitive 
Reaſon : They abhor a Defiling the Myſteries 
of Chriſtianity with an Intermixture of Hea- 
theniſh Philoſophy, and judge it very impro- 
per to reduce Divinity to} an obſcure ecula- 
ide Science, whoſe End is ſuch a Happineſs 
as can be gain'd only by the means of Pra- 
ctice. But alas, thoſe Notzonal Dzvines, 
& however condemn'd by the ſober Judgment of 
ule others, are yet mightily pleas'd with them 
nt - ſelves, and are ſs laboriouſly intent upon pro- 
- ſecuting their crabbed Studies, that they can- 
ca . e 
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not afford ſo much Time as to read a ſingle WM de: 
Chapter in any one Book of the whole Bible. N 
And while they thus trifle away their mi- W th 
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7 {ſuſtain on his Shoulders the Surden of à tot- 
| tering World. Their Priviledges too and 
Authority are very conſiderable : They can 
_—_——_— deal 
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deal with any Text of Scripture as with a 
Noſe of Wax, knead it into what beſt ſuits 
their Intereſt 5 and whatever Conclufions they: 
have dogmatically reſolved upon, they * 
have them as irrepealably Ratified as Solon's 
Laws, and in as great Force as the very De- 
crees of the Papal Chair. If any be ſo bold 
as to remonſtrate to their Deciſions, they'lf 
bring him on his Knees to a Recantation of 
his Impudence. They ſhall pronounce as ir- 
revocably as an Oracle, this Propoſition is 
Scandalous, that Irreverent 3 this has a {mack 
of Hereſie, and that is Bald and Improper : ' 
So that it is not the being 2aptz2ed into the 
Church, the Believing of the Scriptures, the 
giving Credit to St. Peter, St. Paul, St, Hierom, 
St. Auguſtin, nay, or St. 7 homas Aquinas 
himſelf, that ſhall make a Man a Chriſti an, 
except he have the joint Suffrage ef theſe 
Novices in Learning, who have bleſſed the 
World no doubt with a great many Diſcove- 


ries which had never come to light, if they 


had not ſtruck the Fire of Subtilty out of the 
Flint of Obſcurity. Theſe Foolerics ſure 
muſt be a happy 0 05 | | 
FARTHER 455 make as many Partitions and 
Diviſions in Hell and Purgatory, and deſcribe 
as many different Sorts and Degrees of Pu- 
niſhment, as if they were very well acquaint- 


ed with the Soil and Situation of thoſe Infer- 


nal Regions. And to prepare a Seat for the 
Bleſſed above, they invent new Orbs, and a 
ſtately Empyrean Heaven, ſo wide and ſpaci- 
ous as if they. had purpoſely contriv'd it, that 
the Glorified Saints might have room enough 
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one over another, for this is to prevent the 
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to Walk, to Feaſt, or take any Recreation. 


Wirz theſe, and a Thouſand more ſuch 
like Toys, their Heads are more ſtuff'd and 


ſwell g than Jove, LF IS. XXX. when he 
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vent big of Pallar in his Brain and was for- 


ced to ule the Midwivery of Pulcan's Axe ro 
eaſe him of his Teeming Burden. _ Do not 
wonder therefore that at Publick Diſputati- 
ens they bind their Heads with ſo many Caps 
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ſoſs of their Brains, which would otherwiſe 
break out from their uneaſie Confinement. It 
affords likewiſe a pleaſant Scene of Laughter, 
to liſten to theſe Hivines in their hotly ma- 
naged Diſputations; to ſee how proud they 
are of talking ſuch hard Gibberiſh, and ſtam- 
mering out ſuch blundering Diſtinctions, as the 
Auditors perhaps'may ſometimes gape at, but 
ſeldom apprehend : And they take ſuch a 
Liberty in their ſpeaking of Latin, that they 
ſcorn to ſtick at the Exactneſs of Syntax or Con- 
cord; pretending it is below the Majeſty of a 
Divine to talk like a Pædagogue, and be tied 
to the ſlaviſh Obſervance of the Rules of 
Grammar. Finally, they take a vaſt Pride, 
among other Citations, to alledge the Autho- 
rity of their reſpective Maſter, which Word 
they bear as profound a Reſpect: to as the 
Jews did to their ineffable Terragrammaton,. 
and therefore they'll be ſure never to write it 
any. otherwiſe than in great Letters, M A G1 $- 
TER NOSTER. ; and if any happen to 
Invert the Order of the Words, and ſay, N 
ter Magiſter, inſtead of Magiſter Noſter. 
they'll preſently exclaim againſt him as a Pe- 
ſtilent Heretick, and Underminer of the Ca- 
tholick Faith. 2 8 3 
Tux next to theſe are another ſort of Brain 
'fick Fools, who ſtile themſelves Monks, and 
* of Religious Orders, though they aſſume bot! 
Titles very unjuſtly: For as to the laſt, they 
t have very little of Relegion in them; and as 
. to the 7 the Etymology of the Word 
VAMonk implies a Solitarineſs, or being alone; 
f Whereas they are ſo thick abroad that we 
: . 7 2 cannot 


4988 — 2 


112 JI PAN EG YRITIC k 


vannot pals any Street or Alley without meet. 
ing them. Now I cannot imagine what one 
Degree of Men would be more hopeleſly 

wretched, if I did not ſtand their Friend, and 
Buoy them up in that Lake of Miſery, which 
by the Engagements of a Holy Vow they have 
voluntarily immerg'd themſelves in. But when 
theſe Sort of Men are ſo unwelcome to others, 
as that the very Sight of them is thought O- 


minous, I yet make them highly in Love 


with themſelves, and fond Admirers of their 
own Happmefs. The firſt Step whereunto 
they eſteem a profound Ignorance, thinking 
Carnal Knowledge a great Enemy to their 


Spiritual Welfare, and ſeem confident of be- | 


coming greater Profictents in Dzvze Myſte- 
ries the lefs they are poiſoned with any Hu- 
mane Learning. They Imagine, that they 
bear a ſweet Conſort with the Heavenly Choir, 
when they tone our their daily Tally of 
Pſalms, which they rehearſe only by Rote, 
without permitting their Underſtanding or 
Affections to go along with their Voice. A- 
mong theſe ſome make a good profitable Trade 


of Beggary, [Fic. XXXII going abroad 


from Houſe to Houſe, not like the Apoſtles, 
to Break, but to Beg, their Bread ; nay, 
_ thruſt into all Publick Houſes, come A board 
the Paſſage-Boats, get into the Travelling 
Waggons, and Omit no Opportunity of Time 
or Place. for the craving Peoples Charity 
ding a great deal of Injury to common High- 
way Beggars, by Interloping in their Traffick 
of Alms. And when they are thus volunta- 
rily- poor, deſtitute, not provided wi E. Two 
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wrForty. 8 
Coots; nor with any Money in their Purſe, . 
they have the Impudence to pretend that they 

imitate the firſt n their Maſter 
expreſly ſent out in ſuch an Equipage. It is 
pretty to obſerve bow they regulate all their 
Actions as it were by Weight and Meaſure, 
to ſo exact a proportion, as if the whole Loſs 
of their Religion depended upon the Omiſſion 
of the leaſt PunRilio. Thus they muſt be 
very Critical in the preciſe Number cf Knots 
to the tying on of their Sandals; what di- 
ſtinct Colours their reſpective Habits, . and 

what Stuff made of; how broad and long 
their Gzrdles'; how: big, and in what Fa- 

' ſhion, their Hoods ; whether their bald: 
Crowns be to a. Hazr's-Breadth of the- 
Right Cut; how many Hours they muſt Sleep, 
at what Minute riſe to Prayers, Sc. And 
theſe ſeveral Cuſtoms are altered according to 
the Humours of different Perfons and Places. 
While they are ſworn to the Superſtitious:Ob-- 
ſervance of theſe Trifles, they do not -only* 
deſpiſe all others, but are very inclinable to» 
fall out among themſelves ; for though they 
make Profeſſion - of an - Apoſtolick” Charity, 
et they'll pick a Quarrel, and be implacably+ 
aſſionate for ſuch poor Provocations, as thes 
girting on a Coat the wrong Way, for the- 
wearing of Cloaths a little too darkiſh Colour 
ed, or any ſuch Nicety, not worth the ſpeak⸗ 
ing of. Some are ſo obſtinately Superſtitious, 
that they ll wear their upper Garment of ſome 
coarſe N Stuff, and that next their 
Skin as ſoft as Silk: But others on the con- 
trary: will have Linen: Frocks outermoſt, and 
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ts A PANEGYRICK - 
their Shirts of Wool, or Hair. Some again 
will not touch a piece of Money, though they 
make no Scruple of the Sin of Drunkenneſs, 
and the Luſt of the Fleſh. All their ſeveral 
Orders are mindful of nothing more than of 
their being diſtiuguiſb'd each from other by 
their different Cuſtoms and Habits. They 
cem indeed not ſo careful of becoming li 
Chriſt, and of being known to be his Diſci- 
ples, as the being /zke to one another, and 
diſtinguiſhable for Followers of their ſeveral 
Founder c. A great part of their Religion con- 
fiſts in their Title: Some will be call'd Cor- 
delzers, and theſe ſubdivided into Capuchines, 
Minor, Minams, and Menadticants : Some a- 
gain are ſtiled Senedictinet, others of the 
Order of St. Bernard, others of that of 
St. Bridget ; ſome are Anguſtin Monks, ſome 
Mallielmites, and others Facobiſts, as if the 
common Name of Chriſtian were too mean 
and vulgar. Moſt of them place their great- 
eſt Streſs for Salvation on a {tri Conformity 
to their Foppiſh Ceremonies, and a Belief of 
their Legendary Traditions; wherein they 
fancy to haye acquitted themſelves with 10 
much of Supererogation, that Ore Heaven 
can never be a Condigu Reward for their me- 
ritorious Life; little thinking that the Judge 
of all the Earth at the laſt Day ſhall put them 
off with a 0% hath required theſe Things 
at your Hands? And call them to an Account: 
only for the Stewardſhip of his Legacy, which 
was the Precept of. Love and Charety, It: 
be pretty to hear their ſeveral Pleas be- 
fere the great Tribunal: One will brag 1 


UpOn. Fo L L You . 
lie mortified his Carnal Appetite by feeding 
only upon Fiſh : de ee ls that be 
ſpent moſt of his Time on Earth in the Di- 
vine Exerciſe of Singing Pſalms: A Third 
will tell how many Days he faſted, and what 
ſevere Penance he impoſed on himſelf for the 
bringing his Body into Subjection: Another 
ſhall produce in his own Behalf as many CE 
remonzes as would load a Fleet of Merchant: 
men: A Fifth ſhall plead, that in Threeſcore 
Years he never ſo much as touch'd a Piece of 
Money, except he finger'd it through a thick 
Pair of Gloves: A Sixth, to teſtifie his for- 
mer Humility, ſhall bring along with him his 
Sacred Hood, ſo old and naſty, that any Sea-- 
man had rather ſtand Bare-headed on the 
Deck, than put it on to defend his Ears in 
the ſharpeſt Storms: The next thar comes to 
anſwer 12 himſelf ſhall plead, that for Fifty 
Years together he had lived like a Sponge 
upon the ſame Place, and was content never 
to change his homely Habitation': Another 
ſhall whiſper ſoftly, and tell the Judge he has 
loft his Voice by a continual Singing of Holy. 
Hymns and Anthems: The next ſhall con- 
feſs how he fell into a Lethargy by a ſtrict, 
reſerved, and ſedentary Life: And the laſt 
ſhall imitate that he has forgot to ſpeak, by 
having always kepr Silence, in Obedience to 
the Injunction of raking heed leſt he fhould- * 
have offended. with his Tongue. But amidit' | 
all their Fine Excuſes our Saviour ſhall in- 
terrupt them with this Anſwer, Vo unto you 
Sribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, verily I. 
tow you 107 3: I left you but one Precept of. 
= SU EMIT a lowing” 
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= DAXAPFANECYRICE 
toving one another, which I do not hear any 
one plead he has faithfully diſcharged : I told 
you plainly in my Goſpel, without any Para- 

le, that my Father's Kingdom was prepared, 
not for ſuch as ſhould lay claim to it by Au- 
ſterities, Prayers, or Faſtings,. but for thoſe 
who ſhould render themſelves worthy of it by 
the Exerciſe of Faith, and the Offices of 
GHarity: I cannot own ſuch as depend on 
their own Merit without a. Reliance on my 
Mercy: As many of you therefore as truſt to 
the broken Reeds of your own Deſerts, may 
&en go ſearch out a. new Heaven, for you 
ſhall never enter into that, which from the 
Foundations of the World was prepared only 
for ſuch as are rrue of Heart. When chele 
Monks and Friars ſhall meet with ſuch a 
ſhameful Repulſe, and ſee that Ploughmen 
and Mechanicks are admitted into that King- 
dom, from which they themſelves are ſhut 
out, how ſneakingly will they look ? And how 
pitifully ſlink away ? Yet. till this laſt Trial 
they had more Comfort of a Future Happineſs, 
| becauſe more Hopes of it than any other Men. 
And theſe Perſons are not only great in their 
own Eyes, but = PR and reſpected 
by others; eſpecially: thoſe of the Order of 
Mendicants, whom none dare to offer any 
Afﬀront to, becauſe as Conſeſſors they are in- 
truſted with all the Secrets of particular In- 
trigues, which they are bound by Oath not to 


diſcover; yet many times, when they are a- 


moſt Drunk, they cannot keep their Tongue 
fo far within their Head, as not: to be bab- I 
bling out ſome Hints; and ſhewing — 
NG | : | | b — 10 5 


„EX 
ſo full, that they are in pain to be delivered. 
If any Perfon give them the leaſt Provocation 
they'll be fure to be reveng'd of him, and in 
their next Publick Harangue give him ſuch 
| ſhrew'd Wipes and Reflections, that the 
whole Congregation muſt needs take notice at 
whom they are levell'd; nor will they ever 
deſiſt from this Way of declaiming, tili their 
Mouth be ſtopp'd with a [F IG. XXXII. ] 
Bribe to hold their Tongue. All their Preach» 
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the Poets: Then if their Text ſuppoſe be o 


118 AJ PANEOY RICE 
#1g is meer Stage-playing, and their Deliven 


the very Tranſports of Ridicule and Drollery, 


Good Lord! How Mimical are their Ge. 
ftures ? What Heights and Falls in their 
Voice ? What Toning, what Bawling, what 


Singing, what Squeaking, what Grimaces, 
making of Mouths, Apes Faces, and diſtort. 


ing of their Countenance ? And this Art © 
Oratory as a Choice Myſtery they convey 
down by Tradition to one another. The 
Manner of it I may adveature thus farther to 
enlarge upon. Firſt, in a kind of Mocke 
they implore the Divine Aſſiſtance, which 
they borrowed from the ſolemn Cuſtom o 


Charity, they ſhall take their Exordium as 
far off as from a Deſcription of the Rive 
Nile in Agypt; or if they are to Diſcourſe 
of che Myſtery of the Croſs, they ſhall begin 


_ with a Story of Bel and the Dragon ; or pet. 


chance if their Subject be of Faſting, for 1 
Entrance to their Sermon they ſhall pals 
through the Twelve Signs of the Zodzack ; 
or laftly,. if they are to Preach of Faith, they 
ſhall addreſs themſelves in a. long Mathema 


tical Account of the Pnadrature gf the Circle. 
I my felf once heard a great Foo (a great 
Scholar 1 would have ſaid) undertaking in 


IE 


the Letters, Syllables, and Propoſition, on the 


Concord. of Noun and Verb, and that of 5 2 
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upon FOLLY. rig! - 
Subſtantive, and Noun Adjective; the Audi-- 
tors all wondred, and fome mumbled to them- | 
ſelves that Hemiſtich of Horace, 2 08 
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Quorſum hec tam putrida tendunt? 


Why all this needleſs Traſh ? 
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But at laſt he brought it thus far; that he 
could demonſtrate the whole Trinity to be re- 
preſented by theſe firſt Rudiments of Gram- 
nar, as clearly and plainly as it was poflible 
for a Mathematician to draw a 774angle- in 
the Sand : And for the making of this Grand HH 
Diſcovery, this Subtle Divine had plodded fo q 
hard for Eight Months together, that he ſtu- 38 
died himſelf as blind as a Beetle, the Intenſe- | #0 
neſs of the Eye of his Underſtanding over- 
ſhadowing and extinguiſhing that of his Body; 
and yet he did not at all repent him of his 
Blindneſs, but thinks the Joſs of his Sight an 
eaſie Purchaſe for the Gain of Glory and 
Credit. e 
[ heard at another time, a Grave Divine, of 
Fourſcore Years of Age at leaſt, ſo ſoure and 
hard- favoured, that one would be apt to mi- 
ſtruſt that it was Scotus Rediviburs; he 
taking upon him to treat of the myſte- 
rious Name, FESUS, did very ſub- 
tilly pretend that in the very Letters was 
contained whatever could be ſaid of it: For 
firſt, its being Declined only with Three 
Caſes, did expreſly point out the Trmzry of 
Perſons, then that the Nominative Caſe end- 
ed in F, the Accuſative in M, and the 
„5 Aulati ve 
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» herds and Ploughmen might lay claim to 
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A PANEGYRICK 
Ablative in U, did imply ſome unſpeakable 
Myſtery, namely, that in Words of thoſe 
Initial Letters Chriſt was the Summus or Be- 
ginnzng, the Medius or Middle, and the Ul 
tzmus or End of all Things. There was yet 
a more abſtruſe Riddle to be explained, which 
was by dividing the Word JESU into 
Two Parts, and ſeparating the & in the Mid- 
dle from the Two extreme Syllables, making 
it a kind of Pentametre, the Word con- 
fiſting of Five Letters: And this interme- 
dial & being in the Hebrew Alphabet call'd 
Sin, which in the Engliſh Language ſigni- 
fies what the Latines term Peccatinn, was 
urged to imply, that the Holy Jeſur ſhould 
3 us from all Siu and JW/ickedneſs. Thus 

id the Pulpiteer Cant, while all the Congre- 
gation, eſpecially the Brotherhood of Divines, 


were ſo ſurprized at his odd Way of Preach- 
ing, that Wonder ſerved them, as Grief did. 
Niobe, [F 1G. XXXIII. ] almoſt turned them 


into Stones; I among the reſt (as Horace 


deſcribes Priapus viewing the Enchantments 
_ of the Two Sorcereſſes, Canidia and Saganue,) 


could no longer contain, but let fly a crack ing 
Report of the Operation it had upon me. Theſe 
1mpertinent Introduct ions are not without Rea - 


ſon condemn'd; for of old, whenever Demoſt- 
Bene among the Greeks, or Tully among the 


Zatines, began their Orations' with ſo great 2 


Digreſſion from the Matter in Hand, it was 
alway look'd upon as ãmproper and unelegant: 


And indeed, were ſuch a long-fetch'd Exor- 
dium any Token of a good Invention, Shep- 


the 
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wonFOLLY. 121 | 
le the Title of Men of greateſt Parts, fince upon | 4 
le any Argument it is eaſieſt for them to talk 4 
© BI what is leaſt to the Purpoſe. Theſe Preachers | 
ef think their Preamble (as we may well term it,) 


to be the moſt faſhionable, when it is fartheſt 
ch from the Subject they propoſe to treat of, 
while each Auditor fits and wonders what 


they drive at, and many times mutter out the 
% | Complaint of Virgil, OR 
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Pa Quo nunc ſe proripit ille? i 
a Whither does all this Fargan tend ? 4 i 
ud in the Third Place when they come to the i 
"| 222/102 of their Text, they ſhall give only 3 
= 2 very ſhort touch at the Interpretation of the 


Words, when the fuller Explication of their 
lid Senſe ought to have been their only Province. 
1d. Fourthly, after they are a little entered, they 
ſhall ſtart ſome Theological Queries, far 
ac enough off from the Matter in Hand, and 
bandy it about Pro and Con till they loſe it 
e) in the heat of Scuffle. And here they ſhall 
cite their Doctors Invincible, Subtle, Sera- + 
phick, Chembick, Holy, Irrefragable, and ſuch 
ea“ like great Names, to confirm their ſeveral 
Aſſertions. Then out they bring their Syllo- 
the giſms, their Majors, their Minors, Conclufi- 
ons, Corollaries, Suppoſitions, and Diſtincti- 
ons, that will ſooner terrifie the Congregation 
into an Amazement, than perſwade them into 
% a Conviction: Now comes the Hiſth Act, in 
CP which they muſt exert their utmoſt Skill to 
come off with Ane. Here therefore they 
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122 A PANEGYRICK 
Fall a tellng ſome ſad lamentable Story out 
their Legend, or ſome other fabulous Hiſto- 
ry, and this they deſcant upon Allegorecally, 
Tropologically, and Analogically : And ſo 
they draw to a Concluſion of their Diſcourſe, 
which is a more Brain-fick Chimera than 
ever Horace could deſcribe in his De Arte 
Poctica, when he began, | 


Humano Capiti, SSW. 


Their Praying is altogether as ridiculous as 
their Preaching ; for imagining that in their 
Addreſſes to Heaven they ſhould ſet out in a 
Jow and tremulous Voice, as a Token of 
Dread and Reverence, they begin therefore 
with ſuch a ſoft Whiſperzng, as if they were 
afraid any one ſhould over-hear what they 
ſaid; but when they are gone a little Way, 
they clear up their Pipes by degrees, and at 
laſt hal out ſo loud, as if with Baal's Preeſts 
they were reſolved to awake a ſleeping God. 
And then again, being told by Rhetoricians 
that Heights and Falls, and a different Ca- 
dency in Pronounciation, is a great Advan- 
tage to the ſetting off any thing that is ſpoke, 
they Il ſometimes as it were mutter their 
Words inwardly, and then of a ſudden; Hollow 
them out, and be ſure at laſt in ſuch a flat 
falt'ring Tone, as if their Spirits were ſpent, 
and they had run themſelves out of Breath, 
Laſtly, they have Read that moſt Syſtems of 
Rhetorick treat of the Art of exciting Taugh- 
ter, therefore for the effecting of this they! 


ſprinkle ſome Jeſts and Puns that muſt on 
PM | ESTA | * 
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with greateſt freedom. 


People of Athens did Demoſthenes, or the 


unjuſt Gain; and the laſt come and eaſe their 
_ Grief to them upon all pinching: Occafions, 
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for Ingenuity, though they are only the Froth 
and Folly of Affectedneſs. Semetime they'll 
nibble at the Wit of being Satyrical, though 
their utmoſt Spleen is ſo Toothleſs, that they 
ſuck rather than bite, tickle rather than ſcratch 
or wound: Nor do they ever flatter more 
than at ſuch times as they pretend to ſpeak 
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FIN ALL v, all their Actions are ſo Buffooni ſſi 
and Mimical, that any one would judge they 
had learned all their Tricks of Mountebanks 
and Stage players, who in Action it is true may 
perhaps outdo them, but in Oratory there is 
ſo little odds between both, that it is hard to 
determine which ſeems of longeſt ſtanding in ; 
the Schools of Eloquence. Yet theſe Preach- 
ers, however ridiculous, . meet with ſuch: 
Hearers, who admire. them as much as the- 


Citizens of Rome could do Cicero: Among 
which Admzrers are chiefly Shop-keepers, and 
Women, whoſe Approbation and good Opinion 
they only court; ecauſe the rt, f they 
are humoured, give them ſome Snacks out of 


eſpecially when their Husbands are any ways 
%% ˙ ˙ ˙ oor 
Tuvus much I ſuppoſe may ſuffice to make 
you ſenſible how much theſe Cell-Hermits- 
and Recluſes are indebted to my Bounty ; who- 
when they Tyrannize over the Conſciences f 
the deluded Laity with Fopperies, Juggles, 
and Impoſtures, yet think themſelves as emi- == 

Wet Mz. nientlꝓ? 
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124 A PANEGYRICK 
nently Pious as St. Paul, St. Anthony, or any | 
other of the Saints: But thefe Stage-Divines, 
not leſs ungrateful Diſowners of their Obliga- 
tions to Folly, than they are impudent Pre- 
tenders to the Profeſſion of Piety, I willingly 
take my leave of, and paſs now to Kings, 
Princes, and Courtiers, who paying me a de- 
vout Acknowledgment, may juſtly challenge 
back the Refpet of being mentioned and 
taken notice of by me. And firſt, had they 
Wiſdom enough to make a true Judgment of 
Things, they would find their own Condition 
to be more deſpicable and ſlaviſh than that of 
the moſt menial Subject. For certainly none 
can Eſteem Perjury or Parricide a cheap Pur- 
chaſe for a Crown, if he does but ſeriouſly 
reflect on that Weight of Cares a Princely 
Diadem is loaded with. He that fits at the 
Helm of Government acts in a publick Capa- 
city, and ſo mult ſacrifice all pr2vate Intereſt 
to the Attainment of the common Good; he 
muſt hzmſelf be conformable to the Laws his 
-Prerogative exacts, or elſe he can expect no 
Obedience paid them from other; he muſt 
have a ſtrict Eye over all his Inferior Magi- 
ſtrates and Officers, or otherwiſe it is to be 
doubted they will but careleſly diſcharge their 
reſpective Duties. Every King, within his 
own Territories, is placed for a ſhining 
Example, as it were in the Firmament of 
his wide-ſpread Dominions, to prove either a 
4 2 Har of benign Influence, if his Be- 
aviour be remarkably Juſt and Innocent, or 
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= elſe to impend as a threatning Comer, if his 
* -» blazing Power] be peſtilent and hurtful. oo 
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here they muſt appear before a Supreamem 


| ſider they would if they were but-w2/e,) theſe” 
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upon FOLLY._ 125 
jects move in a darker Sphere, and ſo their 
Wandrings and Failings are leſs diſcernible; 
whereas Princes, being fix'd in a more exalt- 
ed Orb, and encompaſſed with a brighter 
dazling Luſtre, their Spots , are more appa- 
rently viſible, and their F4/zp/er, or ether 
Defects, influential on all that is inferiour to 
them. Kings are baited with ſo many Temp- #1 
tations and Opportunities to Vice and Immo- "t 
rality, ſuch as are high Feeding, Liberty . 
Flattery, Luxury, and the like, that they 
muſt ſtand perpetually on their Guard, to 
fence off thoſe Aſſaults that are always ready 
to be made upon them: In fine, abating from 
Treachery, . Hatred, Dangers, Fear, and a 
Thouſand other Miſchiefs impending - on 
Crown'd Heads, however uncontroulable they, 
are on this ſide Heaven, yet after their Reign 


Judge, and there be call'd to an exact Ac- 
count for the Diſcharge of that great Sο - 
ardſhip which was committed to their Truſt. 
If Princes did but ſeriouſly eonſider, (and con- Ml 


many Hardfhips of a ** Life, they would 
be ſo weplen's in the Reſult of their Thoughts. 
hereupon, as ſcarce to eat or ſleep in quiet. 
But new by my Aſſiſtance they leave all theſe 
Cares to the Gods; and mind only their own + 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, and therefore will admit 
none to their Attendance but who will divert 

them with Sport and Mirth, leſt they ſhould | 
otherwiſe be ſe iz d . with the Sur⸗ 
mano of ſober Thoughts. 
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126 I PANEGYR TCE. | 
Duty of Governing if they do but ride con. I If” 
ftantly a Hunting, breed up good Race-horſes, W Qu 
fell Places and Offices to thoſe of the Cour- ane 
tiers that will give moſt for them, and find out I his 
New Ways for Invading of their Peoples Pro- I ing 
perty, and hooking in a larger Revenue to! 
their own Exchequer ; for the Procurement IU Go: 
whereof they'll always have ſome pretended 
Claim and Title; that though it be manifeſt 
Extortion, yet it may bear the Shew of Law 
and Juſtice: And then they dawb over. their 
Oppreſſion with a ſubmiſſive, flattering Car- 
riage, that they may fo far infinuate into the. 
Affections of the Vulgar, as they may not 
tumult nor rebel, but patiently crouch to Bur- 
dens and Exactions. Let us feign now a Per- 
fon ignorant of the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
that Realm he lives in, an Enemy to the 
Wy  FPublick Good, ſtudious only of his on pri- 
1 vate Intereſt, addicted wholly. to. Pleaſures. 
4418 and. Delights, a hater of Learning, a profeſs'd 
Enemy to Liberty and Truth, careleſs and 
_ unmindful} of the common Concerns, taking 
It alt:the. Meaſures of Juſtice and Honeſty from 
the falſe Beam of Self. intereſt and Advantage, 
after this hang about. his Neck a Gold Chain, 
For, an Intimation that he ought to have all 
Virtues link'd together; then ſet a Crowns of 
Gold and Jewels on his Head, for a Token 
that he ought to overtop and onr/hzne others 
in all commendable Qualifications: ; next, put 
nico his Hand a Royal Sceprer for a Symbol 
Wi of Juſtice and Integrity ; laſtly, cloath him 
= wich Purple, for an Hieroglyphick of a render | 
Dee and Affection to the 3 _ ® 
1 1 8 ; : | : | It. | 
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pf upon F o r 1 
If a Prince ſhould look upon this Pourtrai- 


cture, and draw a Compariſon between that 


and himſelf, certainly he would be aſham'd of 
his Enfigns of Majeſty, and be afraid of be- 

ing laugh'd out of them. 5 
NxExr to Kings themſelves may come their 
,XXXIV.] who, tho' they 
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ue for the moſt part a baſe; ſervile, eringing, 
low-ſpirited Sort of Flatterers, yet they _—_ . 
SY | 18 


E 


128 APA NEGYRICK 


big, ſwell great, and hare high Thoughts of 


their Honour and Grandeur. Their Conk- 
dence appears upon all Occaſions ; yet in this 
one Thing they are very modeſt, in that they 
are content to adorn their Bogzes with Gold, 
Jewels, Purple, and other Glorious Enſigns of 
Virtue and Wiſdom, but leave. their: Minds 
empty and unfraught; and taking the Reſem- 
blance of Goodneſs to themſclves, turn over 
the Truth and Reality of it to others. They 
think themſelves mighty happy in that they 
can call the King Maſter, and be allow'd the | 
Familiarity of talking with him ; that they 
can volubly rehearſe his ſeveral Titles of 
Anguſt Highneſs, Supereminent Excellence, 
and Moſt Serene Majeſty,. that they can boldly 
uſher in any Diſcourſe, and that they have the 


N Knack of Inſinuation and Flattery; 
for t 


eſe are the Arts which make them truly 
Genteel and Noble, If you make a ſtricter 
Enquiry after their other Endowments, you 
mal find them meer Sots and Dolts. 'They'! 


ſleep generally till Noon, and then their mer- 
cenary Chaplains ſhall come to their Bed. ſide, 
and entertain them perhaps with a ſhort Aſor- 


ning-Prayer.. As ſoon as they are dreſt they 
muſt go to Break-faſt, and when that is done, 
immediately to Dinner. When the Cloth is 
taken away then to Cards, Dice, Tables, or 
ſome ſuch. like Diverſion. After this they 


Sega Fo” iO ET tt 
muſt have One or Two Afternoon Banquers, 
and fo in the Evening to Supper. When they 


have ſupp'd- then begins the Game of Drink- 


zug; the Bottles are marſhall'd, the Glaſſes 


rank'd, and round go .the Healths and Bum: 
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| on Forry: - wy 
pers till they are carried up to Bed. And this 
is the conſtant Method of paſſing away their 
Hours, Days, Months, Years, and Ages, L 
have many times took great Satisfaction by 
ſtanding in the Court, and ſeeing how the 
tawdry Butterflies vie upon one another: The 
Ladies ſhall meaſure the Height of their Hu- 
mours by the Tengen of their Trails, which 
muſt be bore- up by a Page behind. The 
Nobles juſtle one another to get neareſt to the 
King's Elbow, and wear Gold-Chains of that 
Weight and Bigneſs, as require no leſs Strength 
to carry, than they do Wealth to purchaſe. 
AND now for ſome Reflexions upon Popes, 
Cardinals, and Biſhops, who in Pomp and 
Splendor have almoſt equalFd, if not out- 
gone Secular Princes. Now if any one con- 
fider, that their Aer Crochet of White Li- 
their unſpotted Purity and 
Innocence ; that their fork'd Mitres, with 
both Diviſions tied together with the ſame 
Knot, are to denote the joint Knowledge of 
the Old and New Teſtament ; that their al- 
ways wearing Gloves repreſents their keeping 
their Hands clean and, undefiled from Lucre 
and Covetouſneſs; that the Paſtoral Staff 
implies the Care of a Flock committed to their 


Charge; that the Croſs carried before them 


expreſſes the Victory over all Carnal Affecti- 
ens : He (I ſay) that conſiders this, and 
much more of like Nature, muſt needs con- 
clude they are entruſted with a very weighty 
and difficult Office. But alas, they think it 
ſufficient if they can but feed themſelve; and 
as to their Flock either commend them to the 
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130 A PANEGYRICK 
Care of Chriſt himſelf, or commit them to 
the Guidance of ſome inferiour Yzcars and 
Curates ; not ſo much as remembring what 
their Name of 2B/hop imports, to wit, La- 
hour, Pains and Diligence, but by baſe 
Symoniacal Contracts they are in a. Prophane 
Senſe Fpiſcops, i. e. Overſeers of their own 
Gain and Income. | : 
So Cardinals in like manner, if they did 
but confider that the Church ſuppoſes them to 
fucceed in the Room of the . Apoſtles ; that 
therefore they muſt behave themſelves as their 
Predece/ſors,. and ſo not be Lords but Dif 


penſers, of Spiritual Gifts, of the Diſpoſat 


whereof they muſt one Day render a {tri 
Account: Or if they would but reflect a little 
on their Habit, and thus reaſon with them 
felves, What means this White Upper Gar- 
ment, but only an unſpotted Innocence: 
What: ſignifies my Inner Purple, but only 
an ardent Love and Zeal to God? What 
imports my outermoſt Pall, ſo wide and long 
that it covers the whole Mule, when I ride, 
nay, ſhould be 55 enough to cover a Camel, 


but only a Diſuſivde Charity, that ſhould 


ſpread itſelf for a Succour and Protection to 


all, by Teaching, Exhorting, Comforting, Re- 
proving, Admoniſhing,. Compoſing of Diffe- 


rences, courageouſly withſtanding wicked Prin- 


ces, and ſacrificing for the Safety of our Flock 
our Life and Blood, as well as our Wealth 
and Riches; though indeed Riches ought not 
to be at all poſſeſs'd by ſuch as boaſt them- 
ſelves Succeflors to the Apoſtles, who were 
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won FOLLY. 131 


but lay theſe Conſiderations to Heart they 


would never be ſo ambitious of being created 


to this Honour; they would willingly reſigu it 


when conferr d upon them, or at leaſt would 
be, as Induſtrious, watchful and laborious, as 


the Primitive Apoſtles were. 


Now as to the Popes of Rome, who pre- 
tend themſelves Chriſt's V:icars, if they would 
but imitate his Exemplary Life, in the being 
imploy'd-in an unintermitted Courſe of Preach- 
ing; in the being attended with Poverty, 
Nakedneſs; Hunger, and a Contempt of this 
World ; if they did but conſider the Import 


of the Word Pope, which ſignifies a Fathen; 


or if they did but practiſe their Sirname of 
Moſt Holy, what Order or Degrees of Men 
would be in a worſe Condition? There would 
be then no ſuch vigorous making of Parties, 


and buying of Votes in the Conclave upon a 


Vacancy of that See : and thoſe who by Bri- 
bery, or other indirect Courſes, ſhould get 
themſelves Elected, would never ſecure their 
ſitting firm in the Chair by Piſtol, Poiſon, 
Force, and Violence. How much of their 
Pleaſure would be abated if they were but 
endow'd with one Dram of Wiſdom? - WWz/- 
dom did I ſay ? Nay, with one Grain of that 
Salt which our Saviour bid them not loſe the 


Savour of. All their Riches, all their Honour, 
their Juriſdictions, their Peter's Patrimony, 


their Offices, their Diſpenſations, their Li- 
cenſes, their Indulgences, the long Train and 


Attendants,” (fee in how ſhort a Compaſs 1 
have abbreviated all their Marketing of Re- 
ligion 3) in a Word, all their Perquiſites will 


be 


D A PANEGYRICK:- 
be forfeited and loſt ; and in their room 
would ſucceed Watchings, Faſtings, Tears, 
Prayers, Sermons, hard Studies, repentinp 
Sighs, and a Thouſand ſuch like ſevere Penal- 
ties : Nay, what's yet more deplorable, it 
would then follow, that all their Clerks, A- 
manuenſes, Notaries, Advocates, Proctors, Se- 
cretaries, the Offices of Grooms, Oſtlers, 
Serving- men, Pimps, (and ſomewhat elfe, 
which for Modeſty's ſake I ſhall not mention; 
in ſhort, . e Troops of Attendants, which 
depend on his Holineſs, would all loſe their 
ſeveral Employments. 'This indeed would 
be hard, but what yet remains would be more 
dreadful : The very Head of the Church, the 
Spiritual Prince, would then be brought from 
all his Splendour to the poor Equipage of 4 
Soerip and Staff. But all this is upon the Sup- 
- poſition only that they underſtood what Cir- 
cumſtances they are placed in; whereas now, 
by a wholeſome Neglect of I hinking, they 
live as well as Heart can wiſh : Whatever of 
Tot] and Drudgery belongs to their Office 
that they Aſſign over to St. Peter, or St. Paul, 
who have Time enough to mind it; but if 
there be mag of Pleaſure and Grandeur, 

that they aſſume to themſelves, as being here- 
© unto called: So that by my Influence no Sort 
of People live more to their own Eaſe and 
Content. They think to fatisfie that Maſter 
they pretend to ſerve, our Lord and Saviour, 
with their great State and Magnificence, with 

the Ceremonies of Inſtalments, with the Ti- 
tles of Reverence and | Holineſs, and with 
+ exerciſing their Epiſcopal Function * 0 
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1 upon FO L L v. 133 
Bleſſing and Curſing. The Working of Mi. 
acles is old and out- dated, to teach the Peo- 


ple is too laborious, to interpret Scripriire 


is to invade the Prerogative of the Schoolmen, 
to pray is too idle, to ſhed Tears is coward- 
1h and unmanly, to faſt is too mean and ſor- 
did, to be eaſie and familiar is beneath the 
Grandeur of him, who, without being ſued to 
and intreated, will ſcarce give Princes the 
Honour of kzf/ing his Toe : Finally, to die 
for Religion is too Selfdenying, and to be 


crucified as their Lord of Life is baſe and 


ignominious. Their only F/eaporns ought to be 
thoſe of the Spirit; and of theſe indeed they 
are mighty liberal, as of their Jaterdicts, 
their Suſpenſions, their Denunciations, their 
Aggravatzons, their greater and leſſer Ex- 


communications, and their roaring Hull, that 


fright whomever they are thundred againſt 5 
and theſe moſt Holy Fathers never iflue them 
out more frequently than againſt thoſe, who, 


at the Juſtigation of the Devil, (Fic. XXXVI] 


and not having the Fear of 'God before their 
Eyes, do Felonzouſly and Malticzouſly attempt 
to leflen and impair St. Peter's Patremony : 
And though that Apoſtle tells our Saviour in 
the Goſpel, in the Name of all the other 
Diſciples, We have left all and followed you, 
et they challenge as Hi Inheritance, Fields, 

Tome Treaſures, and large Dominions ; for 
the Defending whereof, inflam'd with a Holy 
Zeal, they fight with Fire and Sword, to 
the great Loſs and Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood; 
thinking they are Apoſtolical Maintainers of 
Chriſt's Spouſe, the Church, when they have 
1 1 murder d 


134 APANEGYRICK 
murder'd all ſuch as they call her Enemies; 
though indeed the Church has no Enemies 
more Bloody and Tyrannical than ſuch impi- 
.ous Popes, who give Diſpenſations for te 
% Preaching. of Chriſt; evacuate the main 
Effect and Deſign of our Redemption by their 
Pecuniary Bribes and Sales; adulterate the 
Goſpel by their forced . Interpretations, and 
undermining Traditions; and laſtly, by their 
Luſts and Wickedneſs grzeve the Holy Spirit, 
and make their Saviour's Wounds to bleed 
anew. Farther, when the Chriſtian Church 
has been all along firſt Planted, then Con- 
firm'd, and fince Eſtabliſh'd, by the Blood of 
her Martyrs, as if Chriſt her Head would be 
wanting-in the ſame Methods {till of protecting 
her, they invert the Order, and propagate their 
Religion now by Arm and Violence, which was 
wont formerly to be done only with Parzence 
and Syfferzngs. And though War be ſo brutiſh, 
as that it becomes Beaſts rather than. Men; 
ſo extravagant that the Poets feign'd it an 
Effect of the Furies; ſo licentious, that it 
tops the Courle of all Juſtice and. Honeſty, 

ſo deſperate, that it is beſt waged by Ruffians 
and Bauditti, and ſo unchriſtian, that it is 
contrary to the expreſs Commands -of the 

Goſpel 3 yet maugre all this, Peace is too 
quiet, too unactive, and they muſt be engaged 
in the boiſterouſneſs of War. Among which 
undertaking Popes, you ſhall have ſome fo 
Old that they can ſcarce creep, and yet they'll 
put on a Young, Brisk, Reſolution, will reſolve 
to ſtick at no Pains, to ſpare no Gaſt, nor to 
wave any Inconvenience, ſo they may —— 
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mn Fol ET. 133 
Laws, Religion, Peace, and all other Concerns, 
whether Sacred or Civil, in unappeaſable Tu- 
mults and Diſtractions. And yet ſome of 
their learned fawning Courtiers will interpret 
this notorious Madneſs for Zeal, and Piety, 
and Fortitude, having found out the be 
how a Man may-draw his Sword, and ſheath - 
it in his Brother's Bowels, and yet not offend - 
againſt the Duty of the Second Table, where- 
by we are obliged to love our Nezghbours ar 
our ſelves. It is yet uncertain whether theſe _ 
Romiſh Fathers have taken Example from, 
or given Prefident te, ſuch other German 
Biſhops, who omitting their Eccleſiaſtical 
Habit, and other Ceremonies, appear openly 
armed Cap-a-pe, like fo many Champions and 
Warriours, thinking no doubt that they come 
ſhort of the Duty of their Function, if they 
die in any other Place than the open Field, 
fighting the Battles of the Lord. The in- 
feriour Clergy, [F 1e. XXX VII. deeming it 
unmannerly not to conform to their Patrons 
and Dioceſans, devoutly tugg and fight for 
, I their Tythes with Syllogiſms and Arguments, 
Is fiercely as with Swords, Sticks, Stones, or 
: any thing that came next to Hand. When 
they read the Rabbies, Fathers, or other 
Ancient Writings, how quick-fighted are they 
In ſpying out any Sentences, that they may 
fright the People with, and make them be- 
lieve that more than the Tenth is due, paſ- - 
fing by whatever they meet with in the ſame 
Authors that minds them ef the Duty and 
Diffieulty of their own Office. They never 
confider that their ſhaver Crown is a Token 
1 | that 
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that they ſhould pare off and cut away all the 
ſuperfluous Luſts of this World, and give. 
themſelves wholly to Divine Meditation ; but 
inſtead: of this our bald-pated Prieſts th ink 
they have done enough if they do-but mumble 
over ſuch a. Fardle of Prayers; which it is a 
Wonder if God ſhould hear or underſtand, 
when they whiſper them fo ſoftly, and in ſo 
unknown a- Eanguage,. which they can ſcarce 
hear or underſtand themſelves. This they 


have in common with other Mechanicks, that | 


they are moſt ſubtle in the Craft of getting 
Money, and wonderfully skill'd in their re- 
ſpective Dues of Tithes, Offerings, Perqui- 
ites, Sc. Thus they are all content to reap 
the Profit, but as to the Burden, that they 
toſs as. a Ball from one Hand to another, and 
aſſign it over to any they can get or hire: 
For as Secular Princes have their Judges and 
ſubord inate Miniſters to act in their Name, 


and ſupply their Stead ; ſo Eccleſiaſtical Go- 


vernours have their Deputies, Vicars, and Cu- 
rates, nay, many times turn over the whole 
Care .of Religion to the Laity. The Laity, 
ſuppoſing they have nothing to do with the 
Church, (as if their Baptiſmal Vow did not 
_ Initiate. them Members of it,) make it over 
to the Prieſts ; of the Prieſts again, thoſe that 
are Secular, thinking their Title implies them 
to be a little too prophane, aſſign this Task 
over to the Regular, the Regulars to the 
Monks, the Monks bandy it from one Order 
to another, till it light upon the Mendzicants; 
they lay it upon the Carthuſiant, which Or- 
der alone keeps Honeſty and Piety Dem 
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them, but really keep them ſo cloſe that no 


Body ever yet could ſe? them. Thus the 
Popes thruſting only their Sickle into the Har- 
veſt of Profit, leave all the other Toil of 


Spiritual Husbandry. to the Biſhops, the 


iſhops beſtow it upon the Paſtors, the Pa- 
ſtors on their Curates, and the Curates 


commit it to the Aendicant, who return 


it again to ſuch as well know how to make 


_- 


good Advantage of the Flock by the Benefit 
_ of their Nerre. 


B v TI would not be thought purpoſely to 
expoſe. the Weakneſſes of Popes ink Prieſts, 
left I ſhould ſeem to recede from my Title, 
and make a Satire inſtead of a Panegyrick : 
Nor let any one imagine that I refle& on 

ood Princes, by commending of bad ones: 

did this only in brief, to ſhew that there is 


no one particular Perfon can lead a comfort- » 
able Life, except he be entred of my Society, 
and retain me for his Friend. Nor indeed can 


it be otherwiſe, ſince Fortune, Fc. XXXVIII. T 


that Empreſs of the World, is ſo much in 


League and Amity with me, that to W/7/e 
Men ſhe is always Stingy, and Sparing of her 


Gifts, but is profuſely Liberal and Laviſh to 
Fools. Thus Timotheus the Athenian Com- 


mander, in all his Expeditions was a Mir- 
rour of good Luck, becauſe he was a little 


Underwitted ; from him was occaſioned the © 


Grecian Proverb, d u u- d, rhe” 
Net fills though the Fiſherman ſleeps : There 


is alſo another favourable Proverb, t ugg 
inlera; the Owl flies, an Omen of Suc- 
ceſs. But againſt Wiſe Men are pointed, 
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= A PANECYRARICEK 
theſe Ill- aboding Proverbs, Ey rer Yerndiles, 
Born under a Bad Planet; Equum habet 
Sejanum, he cannot ride the Fore-horſe ; 
Aurum Tholoſanum, Hl.gotten Goods will 
never Proſper 5 and more to the ſame 
Purpoſe. But I forbear from any farther Pro- 
Dioerbialiging, left I ſhould be thought to have 
rifled my Eraſmus's Adagzess To return 
therefore, Fortune we find ſtill favouring the 
Blunt,.. and fluſhing the Forward ; ſtrokes and 
| ſmooths up Fools, Crowning all their Under- 
takings with Succeſs : But Wiſdom makes 
her Followers Baſhful,. Sneaking, and Time- 
rous, and therefore you ſee they are common- 
Iy reduced to hard Shifts, muſt grapple with 
Poverty, Cold and Hunger, muſt lye Recluſe, 
Deſpiſed and Unregarded, while Fools roul 
in Money, are advanc'd to Dignities and Offi- 
ces, and in a. Word, have the whole World 
at Command. If any one think it happy to 
be a Favourite at Court, and to manage the 
Diſpoſal of Places and Preferments, alas, this 
_ Happineſs is ſo far from being attainable by 
Wiſdom,. that the very Suſpiclion of it would 
put a. {top to all Advancement. Has any 
Man a Mind to raiſe himſelf a. good Eſtate? 
Alas, what dealer in the World would ever 
get a Farthing if he be ſo wiſe as to ſcruple 
at Perjury, bluſh at a Lie, or tick at any. 
Ftaud and Over-reaching.. 3 
FARTHER, does any one appear a Candi- 
date for any Ecolefiaſtical Dignity : Why, an 
Aſs, or a Plough-jobber, ſhall ſooner- gain it 
than a Wiſe Man. Again, are you in Zove 
with any Handſome Lady ? Alaſs, vey 
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kind are ſo addicted to Folly, that they wilt 1 
not at all liſten to the Courtſhip of a Wiſe i 
Suitor. Finally,. where-ever there is any Pre- 1 
paration made for Mirth and Jollity, all 
Wiſe Men are ſure to be excluded the Com- 
pany, leſt they ſhould Rint the Joy, and damp 
the Frolick. In a Word, to what Side ſoever 
we turn our ſelves, to Popes, Princes, Judges, 
Magiſtrates, Friends, Enemies, Rich or Poor, 
all their Concerns are managed by Money, 


which becauſe it. is undervaluable by Wiſe | 
Men, therefore, in Revenge to be ſure, it- _ 
never comes at them. . 


Bor now, though my Praiſe and Com- 
mendation might well be endleſs, yet it is 
tequiſite I ſhould put ſome Period to my 
Speech. I'll therefore draw toward an End. 
hg I have firſt confirm'd' what I have faid 
by the Authority of ſeveral Aurhors. Which 
Way of farther: Proof I ſhall inſiſt upon, part- 
ly, that I may not be thought to have ſaid 
more in my own Behalf than what will be 
juſtified by others; and partly that the Law- 
yers may not check me for citing ne Prefi- 
dents nor Allegations. . To imitate them 
therefore I will produce ſome Reports and 
Authorities, thoug 3 like Theirs too, 
they are nothing to the purpoſe. 5 

Fist then, it is confeſt almoſt to a Proverb, 
that the Art of Di/embling is a very neceſ- 
ſary Accompliſhment ; and therefore it is a 
common Verſe among School-boys, 


Su- 
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Stultitiam. ſimularè loco. ſapieuti a. ſumma eſt, 


To fergn the Fool, when fit Occaſions riſe, I 
Argues the being more compleatly Wiſe. | 


It is eaſie therefore to collect how great a Va- 
lue ought to be put upon Real Folly, when 
the very Shadow, and bare Imitation of it, is 
ſo much eſteem d. Horace, who in his Epi- 
ſtles thus ſtiles himſelf, „ 


- Me penguem & nitidum — * J 
| "—— Epicuri de grege Porcum, 


My SIcck-skin'd Corps as ſmooth as if 1 lie 
Among the fatted Swine of Epicurus Sty : | 
FE [Fi6. XXXIX 
This Poet (I fay) gives this Advice in one of 

his Odes, 1 


Miſce Stultitiam conſiliis brevem: 
Short Foölly with your Counſels mix. 
The Epithet of ſhort, it is true is a little im- 


proper. The ſame Poet again has this Paſſage 
Elſewhere, 5 | 


mim Tr TT Te lit ee a a wn mu ae: W e 


Dulce eſt deſipere in loco, : 
| Welktimed Folly has a ſweet Reliſh. ' 
And in another Place. 


— Hallen 


e 


r 


Ie. 


; 


| 


x, 


* 


% | xr 
"67. 14.80 


on I p< — 7 — 
— = ns lg 
ET Dl WE 
— > — 22.2 S - 
CD 

ere 


— 


3760 


MM] VUEn ME VM 


— — 
_— 


—  —_ 
— 
— — 


Dr 


N 
, wn is . 
7 * + 1 N 4 : 
8 n 25 
pe 0 * 3 p up 83 2 
% 4 1 f | 
* = j | 
a g : | 
A 
: 1 2 - 


* * pq * al * * 
* _ 
; «a JE 04 ; « ja 
& 4 > . * x bs 0 
- = TRI ® V - 
* 
od * 4 1 
** * «a 
0 — * 12 | 
* £ ? N * „ © N 4 « i 
9 7 & 1 * 0 
* > + % * * gf % 1 
I* , : 
7 * * 


, — 
- Ld ; - © 1 * 
5 b, 1 81 * 
* „ 4 4 
* 74 o ” ; 
, 1 
; 
Y * 
* * 
* 2 1 
- 
0 
8 - 
a - 
A * K-92, i 1 
0 28 — 
= * 1 i 
* ww 1 U 
. — 
— % » * Fe. A 
* * — *, be . 
* 
„ o N 6 A » 
F - 
l WF. 4 
ur 
* * 4 4 
\ » 5 g 
: * 5 4 
. : 
: * 
* F 1 
* 1 % 
+ 
* 
a + 
Ly * 
? . 
* 
: - 
” 


1 


won FOLLY. TAN. 
allem delirus inerſque videri 


Quam ſapere & rings. 


Tad rather much be TRE for . 
Than feel the Laſh and Smart ef Wiſdom's 
| „ -: , (School; - 


* 


. - : 


— 


a Fool, 


Homer -praiſes Telemachus as much as any one 
of his Heroes, and he gives him the Epithet 
of NH-, Silly: And the Greczans generally 
uſe the ſame Word to expreſs Children, as a 
Token of their Innocence. And what is the 
Argument of all Homers Iliads, but only, as 
Horace obſerves, ; | 


Stultorum Regum & Napulorum continet eftus,. 
They Kings and Subjects Dotages contain? 


How poſitive alſo ig Tuully's Commendation, 
that all Places ate fill d with Fools ? Now © i 
every Excellence being to be meaſured by its 
Extent, the Goodnels of Folly muſt be of as 
large Compaſs as thoſe Univerſal Places ſne 


- 


reaches to. But perhaps Chriſtians may flight 
the Authority of 4 Heathen, I could therefore, K 
if I pleaſed, back and confirm the Truth here- - 
of by the Citations of feveral Texts of Fcrip- 
ture; though herein it were perhaps my 
Duty to beg Leave of the Divines, that 1 
might ſo far Intrench upon their Prerogative. 
Suppoſing a Grant, the Task ſeems fo Diffi- 
cult as to require the Invocation of ſome Aid 
and Aſſi ſtance: Yet becauſe it is unreaſonable. 
to put the Muſes to the Trouble ud FP. | 
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142 A PANEGYRICK 
of fo tedious a Journey, eſpecially fince the 
Buſineſs is out of their Sphere, 1 ſhall chuſe 
rather (while I am acting the Divine, and 
venturing in their Polemick Difficulties,) to 


wiſh my ſelf for ſuch time animated with 
Scotus his briſtling and prickly Soul, [Fi6, XL.] 


— 
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which 1 would not care how afterwards it re- 


* 


t 
turned to his Body, though for Refinement it I © 


X 


were ſtopped at a Purgatory by the Way. 
BR can 
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| cannot but wiſh that 1 might wholly change 


my Character, or at leaſt that ſome Grave 
Divine in my ſtead might rehearſe this Part 
of the Subject for me: For truly I ſuſpect 


that Somebody will accuſe me for Plunderin 


che Cloſets of thoſe Reverend Men, while 


pretend to ſo much, of Divinity as muſt ap- 
car in my following Diſcourſe. Yet however, 


it may not ſeem ſtrange, that after ſo long and 
BW frequent a Converſe, I have gleaned ſome 


Scraps from the Divines; fince Horace's 
Wooden God, by hearing his Maſter read Ho- 


| mer, learned ſome Words of Greek ; and Lu- 
| cian's Cock, by long Attention, could readily 


underſtand what any Man ſpoke. But now 
to the Purpoſe, wiſhing my ſelf Succeſs. _ 
Hccleſiaſtes doth ſomewhere confeſs that 


there are an zufuite Number of Fools; now 
| when he ſpeaks of an zufinite Number, what 
| does he elſe but imply, that herein is inclu- 
| ded the whole Race of Mankind, except fome 
| very few, which I know not whether ever any 
one had yet the Happineſs to ſee? 5 


Tun Prophet Jeremy ſpeaks yet more plain- 


h in his Tenth Chapter, where he ſaith, That 
every Man i Brutiſb in his Knowledge. He 
juſt before attributes Wiſdom to God alone, 
fſaying, That the Wiſe Men of the Nations are 
altoget her Brutiſh and Fooliſh. And. in the 


preceding Chapter he gives this Seaſonable 
Caution, Let nor the Wiſe Man glory an his 


ll 77:/tom : The Reaſon is obvious, becauſe no 


Man hath truly any whereof to glory: But 
to return to Eccleſiaſtet, when he ſaith, Vani- 


Y Vanities, all is Vanity, what elſe can 
| N | ve. 


=—_ 4 FANECYRICK. 
we imagine his Meaning to be, than that out 
whole Life is nothing but one continued In- 
terlude of Folly ? This confirms that Aſſer- 
tion of Tally, which is delivered in that no- 
ted Paſſage we but juſt now mentioned, name- 
Iy, That all Places warm with Fools, Far- 
. what does the Son of S rach mean when 
he faith in Eccleſiaſticuc, That the Fool zs 
changed as the Moon, while the Wiſe Man ts 
ivd as the Sum, than only to hint out the 
Folly of all Mankind ; and that the Name of 
Wiſe is due to no other but the All-wiſe 
God ? For all Interpreters by Moon under- 
ſtand Mankind, and by Sun that Fountain 
-of all Light, the Almzzhty. The ſame Senſe 
is implied in that Saying of our Saviour in the 
Goſpel, There zs none Good but One, that is 
God : For if whoever is not Miſè be conſe- 
uently a Fool; and if, according to the 
toicks, every Man be Viſe fo far only as he is 
Gocd, the meaning of the Text muſt be, all 
Mortals are unavoidably Foolr, and there is 
none Viſè but One, that is God. Solomon alſo 
in the Fifteenth Chapter of his Proverbs 
hath this Expreſſion, Folly is Foy to him that 
a deſtitute of Wiſdom 3 plainly intimating, 
that the Wiſe Man is attended with Grief and 
Vexation, while the Fooliſh only roul in 


Delight and Pleaſure. To the ſame Purpoſe 


is that Saying of his in the Firſt Chapter of 
of Eccleſiaſtes, In much Wiſdom is much 

Greef ; aud he that encreaſeth Knowledge, 
encreaſeth Sorrow. Again, it is confeſs'd by 
the ſame Preacher in the ſeventh Chapter of 
the ſame Book, That e Heart of rhe Mise 

| | | | | 8 74 
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s 35 Au the Houſe of 'Monrning, but the Heurt 
- | of Fools zs in the Houſe of Mirth. This Au- 
„chor himſelf had never attained to ſuch-a For- 
e. tion of Wiſdom if he had not applied him- 
© I ſelf to a Searching out the Fraifties aud Infir- 
n mities of Humane Nature; as, if you believe 


„% or me, may appear from his own Words in f 
js bis Firſt „ yok I gave my Heart to know: 
Wiſdom, -' and to know Mailneſs and Folly 
of || wherecit is worthy to be obſerved; that, as to 
ſe | the Order of Words, Fully for its Advantage 
er. || is put in the laſt Place. Thus Eccleſiaſtes - 
in | wrote, and thus indeed did an Eccieſiaſticul 
e Method require; namely, that what has the = | 
te | Precedence in Dignity ſhould come Hina 1 
% in Rank and Order, according to the Tenour N 
(>. Jof chat Evangelical Precept, The Laſt ſnall 
he be Hirſt, and the Firſt [bat be Laſt. And 
i ia Ecclefiaſticns likewiſe, (whoever was Au- 
111 chor of that Holy Book which bears that Name) 
is in the Forty-fourth Chapter, the Excel- 
lo lency of Folly above Wiſdom is poſitively ac- 
I kaowledg di: The very Words I (ſhall, not 
t | cite, rin I have the Advantage of an Anſwer). | 
ng, 60 2 Queſtion: I am propoſing, this Way ef 
nd || Imerrogating being frequently made uſe of b 
in | Plato in his Dialogues between Socrater, and 
ofe Jocher Diſputants: I ask you then, What ia 
of ir we uſually hoard and look up, Things of + 
eh greater Eſteem and Value, or thoſe which are 
ice more Common, Prite, and Deſpicable 2 Why, _ 
by are you fo-backward-in' making an Anfwer 2 
- of Since vo are fo 7 reſerv'd Pl take the 
2 Greek Ptoverb for a ſatisfactory Reply; namely, 
is e dei del Foul Mater 25 thrown . 
198” _ doꝛon 
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down the Sink ; which Saying; that'no Perſon © 
may {light it, may be convenient to advertiſe 
that it comes from no meaner an Author than 


that Oracle of Truth, Ariſtorle himſelf. And 
indeed there is no one on this Side Dea. 


his Gold and Jewels, but rather all Perſons 
and ſecure them under all the Locks, Bolts, 


Streets, ye traraple upon, paſs by, and take 
no notice of; if then what is more valuable 


keeping cioſe and concęaling the firſt, and ex- 


ofpall ſuch asg he thinks or :cenfures to have 


leſs Wit than himſelf: For ſo T underſtand 
that Paſſage in the Tenth Chapter of | Eccleſi- 
aſtec, When he thut i Foul walketh by the 
Way, his Wiſdom ſalleth vim, amd he ſaith 
ro every ont that heit a Fool. Now what 
greater Argument of: Candor ot Ingenuity can 


there be, than to demean your ſelf equal 
with all others, and not think their Deſerts 


any way. Inferior to his on. Folly is no ſuch 


lam ſo Mad as to throw out upon his Dunghil 
have a cloſe. Repoſitory: to (preſerve them in, 


and Bars that eicher Art can contrive, or 
Fears ſuggeſt: Whercas the Dirt, Pebbles, 
and Oyſter-ſhells, that lye ſcattered in the 


be coffer'd. up, and what leſt ſo lees umregard- 
ed, it fallows, that accordingly Fully ſhould 
meet with à greater Eſteem than Wiſdom, 
betauſe chat wiſe Author adviſes us to: the 


poſing or iaying pen the other: As take him 
nom in his -n Words, Vetter is be that hi- 
deth his Folly; than lim that hideth his 
Mom. Bęſide, tie Sacred [Text does oft 
aſeriboe Innocence and Sincerity to Fdols, while 
the Walt Mam is apt to be a haughty Scorner 


* 


cee. 9 


might be thought offenſive, as bordering too 
much on Arrogunce and Conceit, he tempers 
and alleviates it by the Covert of Folly. I 
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Scandalous Attribute, but that the Wiſe Agur 
was not aſhamed to confeſs it in the Thirtieth * 
Chapter of Proverbhs: Surely (faith he) Tam 
more hrutiſi than auy Man, and hade not” 
the Underſtanding of a Mun. Navy, St. Pal 
himſelf, that great Doctor of the Gentiles, - 
writing to his Coriuthi aus, readily ons the 
Name, ſaying, I any Man fpeak as a Fool, © 
Imore; as if to nave been lef5 ſo had been - 
RNeproach and Diſgrace. But perhaps I may 
be cenſured for miſ- interpreting this Text by 
ſome Mbdern Annotators, who, like (os 
peckingꝭ at one another's Eyes, find Fault, ; 
and Correct all that went before them, and 
pretend each their own Gloſſes to contain the 
only True and Genuine Explication; among 
whom my Eraſmus (whom I cannot but men- 
tien with Reſpect) may challenge the Second 
Place, if net the Precedency. his Citation 


FX; 


(day they) is purely impertinent; the Mean- 
Re he Apoltte 1s 1 from what 
vou dream of: He would not have theſe 
. Word fo: underſtood; as if he defired to be 
thought a greater Fool than the reſt, but only 


0 


when he had before ſaid, Are they Miniſters 


Fi 


_ of Crit: o au As if the equalling 
himſe herein to others had been too little, he 
adds, Jam more, thinking a bare Equality 

not enough, unleſs he were even Superior to 
' thoſe he compares himſelf with. This he 
would have to be believed as true; yet leſt it 


the 
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743 APANEGYRICK 
the peculiar. Priviledge of Fools to ſpeak: the 
Truth, without giving Offence. But what 
St. Paul's. Thoughts were when he wrote this, 
K leave for them to determine. In my own 


Good Old Tun-bellied Divines, with whom 
its fafer and more creditable to Err, than to be 


Non indeed ſhould any one mind the late 
_ Eriticks any more than the ſenſeleſs chattering 


% 


and Dogmatically deſcanting upen this "Fext, 
Are they the Miniſters o Ehriſt 7 * wr 
. as a Fool) T am more, makes a diſtinct Chap- 
ter, and (which without good ſtore of Logick 
- he%ould never have ng adds a new Section, 
and then gives this Paraphraſe, which 1 ſhall 
. Ferbatim recite, that you may have his Worgs 
Materially, as well as Formally; his Senſe, (for 
that's one of their Rn Diſtinctions.) [CI 
Speak as 4 Fool, ] that is, if the equalling my 
ſelf to thoſe falſe Apoſtles- 3 have been 
conſtrued as the Vaunt of a Fool, I would 
1 willingly be aecounted a greater Fool, by ta- 
Ling place of them, and openly' pleading, 
Maat as to their Miniftry-I not only come up 
even with them, but outſtrip and! go beyond 
them: Though this fame Commentator a little 
after, as it were forgetting what he had juſt 
before delivered, tacks about, and ſhifts to a- 
nother Interpretation. 25 


- Judgment at leaſt I prefer the Opinion of the 
in the Right with Smattering, Raw, Ncvices. 


of a Naw : eſpecially fince one ef the moit } 
. Eminent of them (whoſe Name I advifedly | 
conceal, leſt ſome of our Wits: ſhould - be 
taunting him with the Greek Proverb; *0:» | 
ves Mea, Ad Lyram Aſinus) Magiſteri ally || 


— os 


Fl 


” _ * "uo TOLTYE.hS _ 
ne KY Bor why do I inſiſt upon any one particu -- 
at lar Example, when in general it is the Pub- 
is, lick Charter of all Divines to mould and bend 
vn the Sacred Oracles, till they comply with their 
he own Fancy, ſpreading them fas Heaven by + 
m its Creator) like a Curtain, clofing together; - 1 
be or drawing them back, as they pleaſe ? Thus 
es. indeed St. Paul himfeif minces and mangles 
te I ſome Citations he makes uſe of, and ſeems to Ci 
no i wreſt them to a different Senſe from whar { 
| they were firſt intended for, as is confeſs'd by 
the great Linguiſt St. Hierom- Thus when 
be that Apoſtle ſaw at Acbeus the Inſcription of 
r an Altar, he draws from it an Argument for 4 
ly {| the Proof of the Chriſtian Religion; but teav- I 
tt, ing out great Part of the Sentence, which 
ak perhaps if fully recited might have prejudi- 
p- ced his Cauſe, he mentions only the TWG laſ t: 
ck Words, viz. To the mmkuown God ; and this 
n, || too not without Alteration, for the whole In- 
l ſeription runs thus: To the Gods of Asa, Eu- 
as fl rope; and Africa, to all Foreign and Unna en 
Cf ITis in Imitation of the ſame Pattern, III! 
ay I warrant you, that our Toung Divines, bß 
en I leaving out Four or Five Words in a Place 
1d I and putting à falſe Conſtruction on che reſt ?: 
a- can make any Paſſage ſerviceable to their oõƷ nus 
g, I Purpoſe; though from the Coherence of What 
ip |] went before, or follows after, the Gehuine* - ht 
id Meaning appears to be either wide 'enough;”. Þ} i 
te or perhaps quite contradictory to what they, WU 
t would thruſt and impoſe upon it. In which! 
a- || Knack the Divines are grown now ſo Expert WM 
| that the Lawyers themſel ves begin to W * = 


H 
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Jous of an Encroachment on what was for. 


merly their Sole Priviledge and Practice. And 
indeed what can they deſpair of proving, 


fince the forementioned Commentator (I had 
almoſt blundered out his Name, but that I am 
reſtrained by fear of the ſame Greek Prover- 
ial [Sarcaſnz) did upon a. Text. of St. Luke 
put an Interpretation no more agreeable to 
te meaning of the Place than one contrary 
Quality is to another? The Paſſage is this, 


when Judas's Treachery was preparing to be 


executed, and accordingly it feem'd requiſite 
that all the Diſczples ſhould be provided to 
guard and ſecure their Aſſaulted Maſter, our 
Saviour, that he might pioufly caution them 
againſt Reliance for his Delivery on any 
Worldly Strength, asks them, whether in all 
their. Embaſſy they lacked auy thing, when 
he had ſent them out ſo Unfurniſhed for. the 
Petformagice of a long Journey, that they had 
net. fo much as Shoes to defend their Feet 
from the Injuries: of Flints and Therns, or a. 


FJcrip to carry a Meal's Meat in; and when 


they had anſwered that they lacked: nothing, 


he adds, But now he that hath & Purſe let 


Bam tale it, and likewiſe a. Serip 3 and he 
that hath 10 Sword let him Sell his Garment,. 


aud Aun ons: Now when the whole Doctrine 


® 
© 


of. our Saviour Inculcates nothing more fre- 


quently. than Meekneſs, Patience, and a Con- 


one of this. World, 1s it not plain what 
the. Meaning of the Place is ? Namely, that 


he might now difmiſs his Embaſſadors in 4 


more Naked, Defence leſs, Condition, he does 


them. to. take no. Thought for 


9 Sc tt am $i A SE a dh ne Oe” 8 
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Shoes or Scrip, but even commands them to- 
part with the very Cloaths from their Back, 


that ſo they might have the leſs Incumbrance 
and Entanglement in the going through their 


Office and Function. He cautions them, it is 
true, to be furniſhed with a. Sword, yet not 
ſuch a Carnal ene as Rogues and Highway- 
men make uſe of for Murder and Bloodſhed, 


but with the Sword of the Spirit, which 


pierces through the Heart, and ſearches out the 
mnermoſt Retirements of the Soul, _lopping 
off all our Luft}: and corrupt Affections and 
leaving nothing in Poſſeſſion of our Breaſt but 


Piety, Zeal, and Devotion: This (I ſay) in 


my Opinion is the moſt Natural Interpretation. 
But fee how that Divine miſunderſtands the 
Place: By Sword (ſays he) is meant Defence 
againſt Perſecution; by Screp, or Purſe, a 


ſufficĩent Quantity of Promfion'; as if Chriſt 


had, by conſidering better of it, changed his 
Mind in reference to that mean Equipage 
which he had before ſent his Diſciples in, and 
therefore came now to a Recantation of what 
he had formerly Inſtituted: Or as if he had 
forgot what in time paſt he had told them, 
Bleſſed: are yon ben Men: ſball Revile you, 
and Perſeoute yon, and ſay all manner of Evil 
againſt you for my Sake. Render not Evil 
for Evil, for bleed are the Meck, not the Cru- 
el : As if he had forgot that he had encouraged 
them by the Examples of Sparrows and 
Tillics ts take no thought for rhe Morrow ; he 

gives them now another Leſſon, and charges 
them, rather than go without a Sword, to Sell 
their Garment,. and Buy one; as if the going 
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i592 APANEGYRICK 
Cold and Naked were more excuſeable than 
the marching Unarmed. And as this Author 
thinks all Means which are- requiſite for the 


Prevention or Retaliation of Injuries to be im 


plied under the Name of Szword, fo under 
that of Scrap he- would have every thing to 
be:comprehended, which either the Neceflity 
or. Conveniency of Life requires. 12 oh 
Tn vs does this provident Commentator fur: 
niſh outtheDiſciples withHalberts,{Fi6.XL1.] 
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rpon FOLLY. 153 
Spears, and Guns, for the Enterprize of Preash- 
ing Chriſt Crucified; he ſupplies them at the 
ſame time with Pockets, Bags, and Portmanteaus, 
that they might carry their Cupboards as 
well as their Fellzes always about them: He 
takes no notice how our Saviour afterwards 
Rebukes Peter for drawing that Sword which 
he had but juſt before ſo ſtrictly charg'd him 
to hu; nor that it is ever Recorded that the 
Primitive Chriſtians did by no ways withſtand 
their Heathen Perſecutors otherwiſe than with 
Tears and Prayers, which they would have 
Exchanged more effectually for Swords and 
Bucklers, if they had thought this Text would 
have hore them uur. | 
 TarwzRE is another, and he of no mean Cre- 
dit, whom for Reſpect to his Perſon I ſhall for- 
bear to Name, who Commenting upon that 
Verſe in the Prophet Habakkuk, [1 ſas the 
Fents "of | Cuſhan ia Afiidbon;. aud the Cur- 
tains f the Pant of Midian did tremble, ] 
becauſe Tents were ſometimes made of Sine, 
he pretended that the Word Tents did here 
ſigniſie the Sin of St. Bartholomew, who was 
flead for a Martyr. „ 
I my ſelf was lately at a Divinity Diſputa- 
tion, [ FIG. XLII.] (where I very often pay 
my Attendanee,). where one of the Opponents 
demanded a Reaſon why it ſhould be thought 
more proper to Silence all Hereticłs by-Sword 
and 22 rather than Convert them by mo- 
derate and ſober Arguments ? A certain Cyni- = 
cal Old Blade, who bore the Character of a Pi- 1 
vine, Legible in the Frowns and Wrinkles of 
his-Face, not without. a great deal of. Diſdain 
ee anſwered, 


— 
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anſwered, that it was the expreſs Injunction of 


St. Paul himſelf, in thoſe Directions to T22ys, 
an that is an Heretich, after the Fir} 
and Second Admonztion, Reject,] quoting it 
in Latin, where the Word Reject is Devira, 
while: all the Auditory wondred at this Cita- 
tion, and deem'd it no Way applicable to 
His Purpaſe; he at laſt explained himſelf, 
ſaying, that Deveta ſignified de vita tollendun 
Heretioum, a Heretick muſt be Slain. Some 
ſmiled at his Ignorance,. but others approved 
of it as an Orthodox Comment. And hoy- 
ever ſome diſliked that ſuch Violence ſhould 
be done to fo eafie. a Text, dur Hair-1litting 
and Irrefragable Doctor went on in Triumph: 
Tos prove it yet (ſays he) more undeniably, it 
is commanded in the Old Law, [Z Hoa ſhalt 
tot ſußßer a Witch: to lige ;] now. then every 
Mulefcuhꝶꝭ or Witch is to be kilßd, but: an He- 
Ferick is A/ateficus, which in the Latin Tran 
lation is put for a Match, Ego, c. All that 
Were preſent wondred at the Ingenuity of the 
MPerſon, and wery devoutly embraced his Opi- 
nion, never dreaming. that the BA] was Tc 
ſtrained only to Magicians, Sorcerers and En- 
chanters: For otherwiſe, if the Word Aale- 
cus ſigniſied what it moſt naturally 1 
every Evil-doer, then Drunkenneſs and Whore- 
dom were to meet with the ſame Capital Pu- 
niſhment as Witchcraft. But why ſheuld | 
ſquander away my Time in à too Tedious 
Proſecution of this Topick, which if drove on 
to the utmoſt would afford Talk to Eternity? 
J aim herein at no more than this, namely, 
That fince thoſe: Grave Doctors take ſuch a 
Be = b g e | ſwinging, 


ies 


Ss oo ok ae nin th wb Wo 2% 1D. On 2D 


bon Fol I v. 


the larger Allowance for any Slips or Mi- 
ſakes: v 1h 5 


Now therefore I return ro St. Paul, who 


uſes theſe Expreſſions, [Ze ſffer Fools gladly,] 
apply ing it to himſelf; and again, As a Foot 


recetve me,] and, [That which I ſpeak, 1 
ſpeak not after the Lord, but as it were Foo. 
Aly ; and in another Place, [Me are Fools 
for Chriſt's ſake: See how theſe Commenda- 
tions of Folly are equal tothe Author of them, 
both Great and Sacred. The ſame Holy Per- 


ſon does yet enjoin and command the being a 


Fool as a Virtue of all other moſt requiſite and 
neceſſary: For, ſays he, ¶ F any Man ſcem 
to he Miſeè in this World, let him become 2 
Fool, that he may be Wiſe.) Thus St. Laue 
Records, how our: Saviour, after his Reſur- 
rection, joining himſelf” with two of his Diſci- 
ples travelling to Emmans, at his firſt Saluta- 
tion he calls them Fools, ſaying, - [O Fools; and 


ſow'of Heart to belienve:)] Nor may this ſeem 


ſtrange in Compariſon to what is yet farther 
delivered by St. Pa, who adventures to at- 
- tribute ſomething of Folly even to the Allwiſe 
God himſelf, [The Foclsſhrefs of God (ſeys he) 
is Wiſer than Men :] In which Text St. O- 


rigen would not have the Word: Foolzfhneſs 
any Way referr'd to Men, or applicable to the 


ſame Senſe, wherein. is to be underſtood that 
other Paſſage of St. Paul, {The Preaching of 
the Croſs . to them that Periſh, Foolifhneſs.] 


But why do 1 put my ſelf to the Trouble of 
citing ſo many Proofs, ſince this one * 


155 
ſwinging Range and Latitude, 1, ho am but 
2 ſmattering Novice in Divinity, may have 
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viour, in Way of Confeſſion, that even he 
O God know'ſt my Foolifhneſs? Nor is it with- 
_ out fome Reaſon that Fools for their Plain- 
nels and Sincerity of Heart have always been 
molt acceptable to God Almighty. For as the 
Princes of this World have ſhrewd ly ſuſpected, 


Subjects as were the moſt obſervant, and dee 


the Plodding Caſſius and Brutus, thinking 


miſtruſted Seneca, and Dionyſiur would have 
1 put greater Confidence in ſuch as are of 
leis 


our in like manner diſlikes and condemns the 
Wile and Crafty, as St. Paul does expreſly 


I Prophet, I will deſtrey the Wiſdom of rhe 
if Waſe,. and bring to nought the Underſtanding 
of the Learned. Again, our Saviour docs 


had Hidden the Myſteries of Salnation. from 
the Wiſe, and reweal'd them to Babes, i. e. 
be- 


ing 


. 


to Fools ; for the Original Word rræioss 


fice for all, namely, that in thoſe: Myſtical 
Pſalms, wherein David repreſents. the Type 
of Chriſt, it is there acknowledged by our Sa- 


himſelf was guilty of Folly ; Thou (ſays he) 


and carried a jealous Eye over ſuch of their 
eſt Politicians, (for thus Cæſar was afraid of 


himſelf ſecure enough from the careleſs Drink- 
ing Anthony ; [F1c. XIAIL] Nero likewiſe 


been willingly rid of Plato,) whereas they can 


Subtilty and Contrivance. So our ,Savi- 


declare in theſe Words, God hath choſen the 
Fooliſh: Things of this World 5 and again, It © 
pleaſed God by. Focliſbnaſi to ſave the Worid ; 
implying that by. Miſaom it could never have 
been ſaved. Nay, God | himſelf teſtifies 'as 
much when he ſpeaks' by the Mouth of his 


elemnly return his Father Thanks for that he 
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L 
ing oppoſed to 7, if one fignifie Mſe, the 
be i er Fooliſh. To the ſame Purpoſe 
did our Bleſſed Lord frequently :condemn 
and upbraid the Scribes, Phariſees, and Law- 
yers, While he carries himſelf kind and ob- 

liging to the unlearned Multitude : For what 
other can be the Meaning of that tart De- 
nunc iation: No unto you Screbes and Phu. 
riſees, than Wo unto you Wiſe Men, where- 
as he ſeems chiefly delighted with -Children, 
Women, and illiterate Fiſhermen ? en pn 

Wr may farther take notice, that among 
all the ſeveral Kinds of Brute Creatures, he 
ſhews greateſt liking to ſuch as are fartheſt 
diſtant from the Subtilty of the Fox. Thus 
in his Progreſs to Jeruſalem he choſe to ride 
fitting upon an ſs, though, if he pleaſed, 
he might have mounted the Back of a Lion 
with more of State, and as little of Danger. 
The Holy Spirit choſe rather likewiſe to de- 
ſcend from Heaven in the Shape of a ſimple 
gall-leſs Dove, than that of an Eagle, Kite, 
or other more lofty Ff. 

Tus all along in the Holy Scriptures 
there are frequent Metaphors and Similitudes 
of the moſt Inoffenfive Creatures, ſuch as 
Stags, Hints, Lambs, and the like. Nay, 
thoſe bleſſed Souls that in the Day of Judg- 
ment are to be placed at our Saviour's Right 
Hand are called Sheep, which are the moſt 
Senſleſs and Stupid of all Cattle, as is evi- 
denc'd by Ariſtotle's Greek Proverb, aexCdrw v 
10. a Sheepeneſi of Temper, 7. e. a Dull, 
Blockiſh, Sleepy, Unmanly Humour. - Yet of 
ſuch à Flock Chriſt is not aſhamed to profeſs 
| ED, | { 2 himſclf 
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133 APANEGYRICK 
kimſelf the Shepherd. Nay, he would not only have 


all bis. Profelytes termed Sheep, but even he himſelf 
would be called a Lamb; as when John the Baptiſt: ſe- 


eth Zeſus coming unto him, he ſaith, Behe/d the Lamb 


of God; which {ame Title is very often given to our 


Saviour in the Apocalypſe. - _ | 

All this amounts to no leſs than that all Mortal Men 
are Fools, Even the Righteous and Godly as well ag 
Sinners; nay, in ſome Senſe our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, 


who although he was tbe Wi;dom of the Father, yet to 


repair the }nfirmities of Fallen Man, he became in ſome 
Meaſure a Partaker of Human Folly, when he took our 
Nature upon him, and was faund in Faſhion as a Man; 
or when God made him to be Sin for us, who knew no 
Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God ig 
him, Nor would he heal thoſe Breaches our Sins had 
made by any other Method than by the -Feo/iſhneſ# of the 
Lroſs, publiſhed by the Ignorant and Unlearned Apoſtles, 


to whom he frequently 'recommer.ds the Excellence of 


Folly, .cautioning them againſt the lufect iouſneſs af 


Wiſdom, by the ſeveral Examples he propoſes them to 


imitate, ſuch as Children, Lilies, Sparrows, Muſtard, and 


ſuch like Beings, which are either Wholly Inanimate, or 


at leaſt devoid of Reaſon and Ingeny, guided by no 
other Conduct than that of Inſtinct, without Care, 
Tro ble, or Contrivance, To the ſame Intent the Diſ- 


ciples were warned by their Lord and Maſter, that 


when they ſhould be brought unto the Synagogues, and 
unto Map iſtrates and Powers, they ſhould Fake no Thout bt 
how, or what Thing i bey ſhould iuſwer, nor what they 
ſhould ſay . They were again ſtrictly forbid to enquire 
into the Times and Seaſons, or to place any Confidence 
in their own Abilitics, but to depend | wholly upon 
Divine Aſſiſtance. | e 
AT che firſt Peopling of Paradiſe the Almighty 
had never laid ſo ftrit a Charge on our Father Adam 
to refrain from eating of the Tree of Knowledge, except 


he had thereby forewarned that the Taſte of Knowledge 


Would be ihe Bade of all Happineſs, St. Paul ſa ys 


© expreſly 


Devil had erected his 


Twelfth of Numbers, Aaron intreats Moſes to ſtay the 


who when he hung upon the Croſs, prayed for his E- 
nemies, ſaying, Father, forgive them, urging no other 


- they know not what they do, To the ſame Effect St. Pau! 


upon FOLEY. 759 
expreſly that Knowledge fuffeth up, i. e. it is Fatal and 
Poiſonous. In purſuance whereunto St. Bernard in- 
terprets that 2 higly Mountain whereon- the 

eat to have been the Mountain of 
Knowledge. And perhaps this may be another Argu- 
ment which ought not to be omitted, namely, that 
Folly is acceptable, at leaſt excuſeable, with the Gods, 
in as much as they eaſily paſs by the heedleſs Failures 
of Fools, while the Miſcarriages of ſueh as are known 
to have more Wit ſhall very hardly obtain a Pardon; 
nay, when a Wiſe Man comes to Sue for an Acquit- 
ment from any Guilt, he muſt ſhroud himſelf under the 
Patronage and Pretext of Folly. For thus in the 


Leprofie of his Siſter Miri am, ſaying, Alas, My Lord, 
I beſeech thee ley not the Sin upon us, wherein we have 
done fooliſhly. Thus when David ſpared Sauls Life 
when he found him Sleeping in a Tent of Hachilah, 
not willing.to fereteh forth his Hand again the Lord's 
Anointed, Saul excuſes his former {gerity by con- 
felling, Beho/d I have played the Fool and have Erred- 

exceedingly. David alſo himſelf in much the ſame 
form begs the Remiſſion of his Sin from God Al- | 
mighty with this Prayer, Lord, I pray thee take away 
the Iniquity of thy Servant, for I. have done very Fool- 1. 
3/bly ; as if he could not have hoped otherwiſe to » 
have his Pardon granted except he petitioned for i: 
under the Covert and Mitigation of Folly; The 2- - | 
greeable Practice of our Saviour is yet more convincing, . WM 


Plea in their Behalf than that of their Ignorance, for 


in his Firſt Epiſtle ro Timothy acknowledges he had 
been 2 Blaſphemer and a Perſecutor, But (faith he) 1 
obt ain d Mercy, becauſe I did it \ ry; in Unbelief. 
Now what's the Meaning of the Piraſe, { I did it igno- 
rantly.] bur only this? My Fault was occaſioned from 
a miſinformed Folly, not from a deliberate Malice. 

ö * | What-: 
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What ſignifies [! obtained Mercy, ] but only that 1 


pPoſe is that other Paſſage in the Myfterious Pſalmiſt, 
which 1 forgot to mention in its proper Place, namely, 


Igporances: Obſerve the Two Things be alledges in 8 


the Chriſtian Religion ſeems to have ſome Relation to 
Folly, and no Alliance zt all with Wiſdom. Of tie 


Secular Poliey or Learning. 


n their Charity ; they invite freſh Affronts by an eaſſe 
Forgiveneſs of paſt: Injuries ; they ſuffer themſelves to 


to their Enemies, as much as to the moſt Endearing 


' Penance of Watching, Faiting, Weeping, 


mo APANECYRITCK 


ſhould not otherwiſe have obtained ir, had} not Folly 
and Ignorasee been my Vindication ? To the ſame Pur. 


F . 
"RY 8 


R 
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Ob, remember not the Sins and Offences of my-.Yeuth ! the 
Word. which we render Offences, is in Latin, Tynorantiaz, |} 


his Excuſe are, Firſt, His Rawneſs e Axe, to whieh 
Polly, and want of Experience, are conftant Attendants : 
And. Secondly, His Ig norautes, expreſſed in the Plural 
Number for an Enhancement and Apgravation. of his. 
no Ee oe te at ts ng nt Le ak 

Bat that I may not wear our this Subject too far, to. 
draw now toward a. Concluſion, it is obſetvable that 
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Truth whereof, if you deſire farther Proof than my 
bare Word, you may pleaſe, Firſt, To'conſtder, that 
Children, Women, Old Men and Fools, led as it were 
by a Secret Impulſe of Nature, are zlways moſt conftant | 
in repairing-rg Chureh, and moſt Zęalous, Devont and 
Attentive in the Performanee of the ſeveral Parts of 
Divine Service: Nay, the firſt Promulgers of the Goſ - 

el, and the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity, were Men of 

lainnefs and Simplicity, wholly unaeqqainted wich 


FARTHER, There are none more Silly, or neartr- | 
itheir Wits. End, than thoſe who are too [F4G, XEIV:] | 
Superſtitiouſly Religious.: They are profuſely. laviſh 


be cheated and impos d upon by laying claim to rhe J- 
noc enee of the Dove; they make it the Intereſt of no 
Perſon to oblige them, becauſe they'll Iove, and de ond, 


7 
Friends; they baniſh all Pleaſure, ſeeding. upon the | 3 

| rrow, and: if | 
Reproaeh ; they value not theit Lives, but, 1 47 4 
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Poul, wiſh to fs D ſolved, and cover che Fiery Trial 
of Martyrdom: In a Word, they ſeem altogether ſo ' 
deſtitute of Common Senſe, that their Soul ſeems al- 
ready ſeparated from their. Dead and Unactive Body. 
And what elſe can we imagine all this to be than downs 
right Madneſs ? It is the 1-fs ſtrange therefore that at 
the Feaſt of Pentecaſ the Apoſtles ſhould be thought 
_ Drunk with New Mine; or that St. Paul was cenſured + 
by Feſtus to have been beſide bimſelf. 
AND fince I have had the Confidence to go thus far, 5 
I ſhall venture yet a little forwarder, and be ſo bold as 
to ſay thus much more: All that final Happineſs, which ' 
Chriſtians, through ſo many Rubs and Briars of Diff- - 
calties, contend for, is at laſt no better than a Sort of © 
Folly and Madneſs. This no queſtion will be thought 
extravagintly ſpoke 3 but conſider a nile, and delibes- 
rately ſtare the Caſs. 4 
FIRST then, the Chriſtlans ſo far agree with the 
Platoniſts, as to believe that the Body is no better than 
a Priſon or Dungeon for the Confinement of the Soul. 
Thar therefore while che Soul is. fnackled to the Walls.” 
of Fleſh, her ſoaring Wings are imp'd, and all her en- 
lirening Faculties clogg'd and fetter d by the grofs Par- 
ticles of Matter, ſo that. ſhe” can neither freely range 
after, nor, when happily orertook, can quieily conrem-* 
plate her proper Object of Trum | 
FARTHER, Plate defines Philoſoptiy to be the 
Medication: of Beith, becauſe the one performs the- 
fame Ofice with the other, namely, wichdraws the 
Mind from all Viſible and Corporeal Objects ; therefors 
while the Soul does patiently actuate the ſeveral Or- 
gans and Members of the Body, fo long is x Mad ac- 
counted of a Good and Sound: Diſpoſition :, But en 
the Soul weary of her Confinemenr;' ſtruggles to break 
Jail, and fly beyond her Cage of Flemm and Blobd, 
then a Man is cenſured at leaſt for being Maggotty and 
Crack-brain'd.;; nay if there be any Defect in the Exter- 
nal Organs it is then termed. douuri a Madaeſs. A 
neee P-Lons * hall havs Por" 1 
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phetick Extaſies of foretelling Things to come, ſhall 


in a Rapture talk Languages they never before learned, 
and, ſeem in all Things actuated by ſomewhat Divine 
and Extraordinary :. And all this, no doubt, is only 


the Effect of the Soul's being more releaſed from its 


Engagement to the Body, whereby it can with leſs Im- 
pediment exert the Energy of Life aud Motion. From 
hence no queſtion has ſprung an Obſervation: of like 
Nature confirmed now into à ſettled Opinion, That 
ſome long experienced Souls in the World, before their Diſ- 
lodging, arrive to the Height of Prophetick Spirits. 

IF this Diſorder arife from an Intemperance in Re. 
ligion, and too high a Strain of Devotion, though it be 
of a ſomewhat differing Sort, yet it is ſo near akin to the 


former, that a great Part of Mankind apprehend it as a meer 

Madneſs; eſpecially when Perſons of that Superſtitious. 
Humour are ſo Pragmatical and. Singular, as to ſeparats, 
and live apart, as it were from all the World befide ; 
So as they ſeem to have experienc'd* what Plato dreams 


to have happen'd between ſome, who, incloſed in a dark 


Dave, did only ruminate on the fdea's, "and abſtracted 


Speealations of Entities; and one other of their 
-ompany,.. who had got abroad into the open 


Light, and” at his return tells them what a blind 
Miſtake they had lain under; that he had ſcen the Sub- 


ſtance of What their Dotage of Imitation reach'd only 


in Shadow 4 chat therefore he could not but Pity and 


Condole their: deluding Dreams, while they on the 


other Side no leſs bewail his Phrenſie, and turn him 


out of the Society for a Lunatick and Midma 
THUS: che Vulgar are wholly taken up with thoſe 
Objects that are moſt familiar to their Senſes, beyond 


whieh they are apt to chink all is but Fairy-land ; while 
moſe that are devoutly Religious ſcorn to ſer their 


Thoughts or Affect ions on any Things below but mount 


their Soul to dhe purſuit of Incorporeal and Inviſible 
— Wings: The former, in their Marſhalli 
Heppineſs, place Riches in the Front, the Endowments 
of. the Body ia che next Rank, and leave the. Accome 
8 


ing che Requiſites of 


nr 
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pliſhments-of- che Soul to bring up che Rear; nay, ſ 

will ſcarce believe thers is any ſuch Thing at. all as the 
Soul, becauſe they cannot Literally ſee a Reaſon of 
their Faith z while the other pay their Firſt-fruits of 
Service to that moſt Simple and Incomprehenſive Being, 
God, employ themſelves next in providing for the Haps 
- pineſs of that which comes neareſt to their Immortal 
Soul, being not at all mindful of their corrupt bodily Car- 
caſſes, | F-1G. XLV;} and ſlighting Money as the Dirt 
age of che World or if at anytime ſome urgiag . 
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Oceaſions require them to beeome intangled with Seen“ 
lar Affairs, they do it with Regret, and a kind of 
In: will; obſerving what St. Paul adviſes his Corine 
thiam, Having Wives, and yet being as though they had 
nene; Baying, and yet-remaining-as though they Peſſeſſed 


- THERE are. between: theſe-T wo Sorts of Perſons 
many Differences in ſeveral other Reſpecis. As firſt, 
ws a * though. 
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Smelliag, Seting, Taſting,: whereas | ſome again are 
more refined,” and leſs adulterated with Matter, ſuch 


is it, that a Pious Soul, inploying all its Power and 
Abilities in the preſſing after ſuch Things as are. far- 


tiſn in che Management of any Worldly Affairs; while 


beſtuw one poor Thought upon à Future Eternity. 


St. Bernard in his Study drank Oyl inſtead of Wine, 
obſerv'd the Miſtake, 


Kinqae 
gar pax 
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theft removed from Senſe,” is perfectly Stupid and Bru · 


though all the Senſes have the ſame mutual Relation to 
the Body, yet ſome are more groſs than others; ag - 
| thoſe Five Corporeal ones, of Touching, Hearing, - 


are the Memory, the Underſtanding,” and the Win. 
Now the Mind will be alway moſt ready and expedite | 
at that to which it is naturally moſt inclined: © Hence 


on the other Side, the Valgar are ſo intent upon their 
Buſinzſs and Imployment, chat they have not time to 


From ſueh Ardour of Divine Meditation was it that 
and yet his Thoughis were ſo ken up that he "nol 


FARTHER, among the, iGons of the Soul, * | 
have à greater Communication with the Body than 
ochertz, a5 Luſt, the Defire of Maat and Sleep, Anger, 
Piide, and Euvy ; wich cheſe the Pious Man is in con- 
tinual War, and irreeonciſeable Enmity, while the 
vulgar Cheriſh and Foment them, as the det Comet of 
Life. 
THERE are are. gather Affections of 2 middle Na- 
tate, common. and ine: to every Man ; ſuch are Love 
to one's Country, Duty to Parents, Love to Children, 
egds, and ſuch like; to cheſe the Vul- 

Tome Reſpect, but the Religious endeavour 
to Supplant and Eradicate from their Soul, except they 
can Raiſe and Sublimate them to the moſt refined Pitch 
of Virtue; ſo as to Love or Honour their Parents, 
not barely under that Character, (for what did they do 
morg than/generate a Boly 5 ? Nay, even for that we are 
primarily) behelden to God, the Firſt Parent of all 
A 3 Mon-onlypupes w whom is im- 


* 
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printed the lively Image of that Divine Nature which 
they eſteem as the chief and only Good, beyond whom 
nothing deſerves to be beloved, nothing deſired. | 

BY the ſame Rule they Meafure all the other Offices- 

or Duties of Life; in each of which, whatever 18 
Earthly and Corporeal, ſhall, if not wholly rejected, 
yet at leaft be put behind what Faith makes the Sub- 
Pance of Things mt ſeen. Thus in the Sacraments, and 
all other Acts of Religion, they make a difference be- 
tween the outward Appearance or Body of them, and 
the more inward Sonl or Spirit. As to Inftance, in 
Fafting,. they think it very ineffeQual to abſtain from 


19 „* ne WO. e 0D oa Ww 
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7 Fleſh, or debar themſelves of 2 Meal's Meat, (which 
5 'yer is all the Valgar underſſand by this Duty,) anlefs 
2 they likewiſe reſtrain their Paſſions, ſubdue their Anger, 
95 and mor tifie their Pride; that the Soul being thus- 
25 Difingaged from the Intanglement of the Body, may: 


have à better Reliſh to Spiritual Objects, and take an 
Antepaſt of Heaven. Thus (ſay they) in the Holy 
© Euchariſt, tho' the outward Form and Ceremonies 
of are not wholly to be deſpiſed, yet are theſe prejudicial, . 
*' ll ar leaft unprofitable, if as bare Signs only they are not 
5 accompanied wich the Thing ſignified, which is the 
Bod) and Blood of chriſt, whoſe Death, tin his Second 
Coming, we are hereby to repreſent by the Vanquiſh- 
ing and Burying our vile Affections, that they may 
ariſe to a Newneſs of Life, and be united firſt each to 


” other, then all to Chrit. 5 
, THESE are the Actions and Medications of the 

5 truly Pious Perſon; while the Yalgar place all their 
4 | Religion in crowding up eloſe to the Altar, in liſtningg 
4 to the Words of the Prieſt, and in being very Cireum- 

3 ſpe at the Obſervance: of each triffing Ceremony. 
Fo Nor is it in ſueh Caſes only as we have here given for 
3 Inffances, but through his whole Courſe of Life, that 

5 the Pious Man, without any Regard to the baſer Mate- 
I rials of the Body, ſpends himſelf wholly in a fixed 
2 Iatentneſs upon Spiritual, Inviſible, and Eternal, 
off biefts. BESS OBE. oh : 13 
. NOW- 
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NOW finee theſe Perſons ſtand off, and kcep at ſo 
wide a diſtance between themſtlves, it is Cuſtomary 
for them both to think each other Mad: And were I to 
give my Opinion to which of the Two the Name does 
moſt properly belong, I ſhould, I confeſs, ad judge it 
to the Religious; of the Reaſonableneſs whereof you 
may be farther convineed, if I proceed to demonſtrate 
what I formerly hinted at, namely, That that Ultimate 
Happineſs which Religion propoſes is no other than 
ſome Sort of Madneſs. 1 | | 
FIRST therefore, Plato dream'd ſomewhat of this 
Nature when he tells us, that the Madneſs of Lovers was 
of all other. Diſpofitions of the Body moſt deſirable ; 
for he who is once throughly ſmitten with this Paffion, 
lives no longer within himſelf, but has removed his Soul 
to the ſame Place where he has ſettled his Affections, 
and loſes himſelf to fi-d the Object he fo much doats 
upon: This Straying now, and Wandring of a Soul 
from irs own Manſion, what is it better than a: plain 
Tranſport of Madneſs? What-elfe can be the Meaning of 
thoſe Prqverbial Phraſes, Now eff apud ſe, he is not him- 
 felf? Ad te redi, recover your ſelf, and, Sibi redditus eſt, 
de is come again to himſelf? And accordingly. as Love is 
more Hot and Eager, ſo is the Madneſs. thence enſuing 
more Incurable, and yer more Happy. Now what 
mall be that future Happineſs of Glorified Saints, 
which Pious Souls here on Earth ſo earneſtly groan for, 
but only that the Spirit, as the more Potent, and 
. Prevalent Victor, ſhall over · maſter and ſwallow up. the 
_ Body; and that the more eafily, becauſe while here 
below, the ſeveral Members, by being mortified, and 
kept in ſubjection, were the better prepared for this 
ſeparating Change: And afterward. the Spirit itſelf 
mall be loft, and drown'd in the Abyſs of Beatiflck 
Viſion, ſo as the whole Man. will be thes perfectly be- 
_ yord all ies on Bounds, and be no otherwiſe happy 
than as Tranſported into Extaſie and Wonder, it feels 
ſome unſpeakable Influence from that Omnipotent R- 
ing which makes all Things compleatly Bleſſed, by 
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*fſimilating them ro his own Likenefs. Now although 


this 1 be then only Conſummated, when Souls 
2 


at the General RefurreQion ſhall be Reunited to their 
Bodies, and both be Cloathed with Immortality Yet 
becauſe a Religious Life is but a continued Meditation 
upon, and as it were a Tranſcript of the Joys of Hea- 
ven, therefore to ſuch Perſons there is allowed ſome 


Pleaſure and Foretaſte of that Pleaſure here, which is 
to be their Reward hereafter. And although this indeed. 


be bur a {mall Pittance of Satisfaction, compared with 


that future Inexhauſtible Fountain of Bleſſedneſs, yet : 


does it abundantly over-ballance all Worldly Delights, 
were they all in Conjunction ſer off to their beſt Ad- 


vantage; ſo great is the Precedency of Spiritual Things 


before Corporeal, of Inviſible before Material and Vi- 
ſible, This is what the ApoPle gives an Eloquent 


| Deſcription of, where he ſays by way of Encourage- 


ment, That Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard,” nor hath 
it entred into the Heart of Man 40 conceive thoſe Things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. This 
likewiſe is that Better Part which Mary choſe, which 


ſhall not be taken from her, but perfected and compleat- + 


ed by her Mortal putting on Immortality. 
+ NOW thoſe who are thus devoutly affected, (though 
few there areſo,) undergo ſomewhat of Strange Alte. 


ration Which very nearly approaches to Madneſs ; they 


ſpeak many Things at an Abrupt and Incoherent Rate, 
as if they were actuated by ſome pofſeiing Dæmon 3 
they make an Jnarticulate Noiſe, without any diſtin- 
guiſhable Senſe or Meaning, they ſometimes screw 


and diſtort their Faces ro Uncouth and Antick Looks; 


at one time beyond - Meaſure Chearful, then as immo- 
derately Sullen; now Sobbing, then Laughing, and 


ſoon after Sighing, as if they were perfectly Diſtract- 
ed, and out of their Senſes: If they have any Sober 
| Intervals of coming to themſelves again, like St. Paul 
they then conſefs, that they were caught up they know 


not where, whether in the Body, ar out of the Body, they 
cannot tell; as if they had been in & Dead Sleep or 
* 5 ; ; Trance, 
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Trance, they remember nothing of what they bave 
heard, ſeen, ſaid, or done: This they only know, that 
their paſt Deluſion was 2 moſt Deſirable Happineſs ; 
that therefore they bewail nothing more than the Loſs | 
of it, nor wiſh for any greater Joy than the quick 
Return of it, and more durable Abode for ever. And 
this (as I have ſaid) is the Foretaſte or Anticipation 
of Future Bleſſedneſs. LE 

BUT I doubt 1 have forgot my ſelf, and have al- 


if | have ſaid any Thing too Confidently « or Imper ti- 
nently, be pleas'd to conſider that it was ſpoke by 
_ Polly, and that under che Perſon of a Woman ; yet at 
the ſame time remember the ee of that 
Greek Proverb, 


FloAXeaxi Toh g app BR 32s iu” 3 Aids: 
A. Fool oft fpeaks a Seaſonable Truth : 


 Vnlefs you will be fo Witty as to object that this makes 
no Apology for me, becauſe the Word Ang ſignifies a 
Man, not a Woman, and conſequently my Sex debars 
me from the Benefit of that Obſervation. 


I perceive now, that, for a Concluding Treat, you 
epett 2 formal Epilogue, and the Summing up of afl 
in a brief Recitation ; but Ell aſſure you, you are grofly 
Miſtaken if you ſuppoſe that after ſuch a Hodge-podge 
Medley of Speech 1 ſhould be able ro recollett any 
Thing 1 have deliver'd. Beſide, as it is an Old Pro- 
verb, MSG Av 11G: ou , I hate a Pot Companion 


Mid prduoree 2%0947nv, I hate a Hearer that will carry any 


Farewell, Live long, Drink deep, be Jolly; 
Ye moſt Illuſtrious Votaries of FOL LY. 


ur 


R 


2520 a Good Memory; ſo indeed I may as truly ſay, 


Thing away wilh bim. Wherefore in ſnort, FIG. XLVI.I 
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ready tranſgreſs'd the Bounds of Modeſty. However, g E. 
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NOoxzeous. — 


The nearer to Folly, the more 4 
valuable. : { P. 93 
Authors, cenfur d. P. 93 


B. 
Biſhops, ( Romiſh ) their Folly. — p. 129 


— —-- (German) cenſur's — p. 135 
OT, derided. N 65 


* 

Cardinals, their Pride. — x. 130 
Childhood, fooliſh. -———— — p. 13 
Conceitedneſt, the Force of it. 
Contentment, the Product of Folly. p. 31 

Condeniences of Life, hank rom) 8 

. 1 
Corriere, their Folly. —— p. 126 
Creatures, the leſs capable of 9 855 

ction, the more happy. P. 


D. 


Di vines, cenſur d. — pi. 100 


a—_— their ridiculous Method ! of 1 
x znterpi ting Scrzpture. 3 -$? P- 


| | 1 EL 
Entertainments, the Pleaſure of them 


proceeds from Folly. J p- 24 
Q Fancy, 


— — —— — 3 


P. 


Freer from Cares. — 
— 4 moſt propitious Divinity. — p. 33 


"2 N D E- X. 
F. 
Fancy, the Poree of it, epecialy 2A. . 17 


Religion. 3 x; 
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Flatterers, expo | 
Flattery, both ſafe and expedient. — 5 "nl 
Friendſhip, none without Folly. — pi. 25 


0 e Eno by 4lI.—— p. 5 
her Name and Deſcent, —.c 
er Commmmry. ———- — p. 8 
Fer Attendants. — p. 9 
ber Divinity. — ÞP- 10 


—— the Excetlency of the Gods — p. 19 
— natural to Mankind. — P. 21 
—ncceſſary to Sociery.— Þ. 28 
be Canſe of 80 is great _ *Þp 
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— he ce 758 Seer. pe 
the Inventer of Arts and — p. 35 
the only Conſolation of Life. — p. 46 
m— preſerver Humaseè Race. —— p. 47 
—— p. 81 


—— ber Praiſe E (OM proghwne Tur borg-p. 139 
Vom SCYepture, — P.I41T 

— further commended from Scripture. p. 155 
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